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PREFACE. 





N my youth I dad a ftrong defire 
of feeing foreign parts; to fatisfy 
which inclination, after having obtained, 
from fome perfons of worth, recommen- 

_ datory letters to Dr Atefkine, chief phyfi- 
cian and privy-counfellor to the Czar Peter 
the Firft, I embarked at London, in the 
month of July 1714, on board the Profpe- 

, Tity of Ramfgate, Captain Emerfon, for St 

i Peterfburgh. On my arrival there, 1 was 

received by Dr Arefkine in a very friend- 

~ Ty manner ; to whom I communicated my. 

a intentions, 


%* 
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intentions of feeking an opportunity of vi- 
fiting fome parts of Afia, at leaft thofe 
parts which border on Ruffia. Such an 
opportunity foon prefented itfelf, on occa- 
fion of an embafly, then preparing, from 
his Czarifh Majefty to the Sophy of Per~ 
fia. 

Artemy Petrovich Valenfky, a -gentle- 
man of a family of diftinGion, and a Cap- 
tain of the guards, was appointed ambafla~ 
dor by his Majefty. Upon his nomination, 
he applied to Dr ‘Arefkine to recommend a 
perfon who had fome knowledge in phyfic 
and furgery, to go in his fuite in the em- 
baffy. As I had employed fome part of 
my time in thofe ftudies, the Door re- 
commended me; which he did-in fo cor- 
dial a manner, as produced to me, from the 
ambaflador many marks of friendfhip and 
regard, which fubfifted not only during 
the journey, but alfo continued, from that 
time, to the end of his days. The Doctor, 
at the fame time, recommended me to the 
college of foreign affairs at St Peterfburgh, 

by. 
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by whom I was engaged inthe fervice of 
Peter the Firft. 

Having acqyainted the-reader with the 
manner. of miy entering on the travels, 
which are the principal fubjeét of the fol- 
lowing “flieets, I fhall take the liberty to 
fay, that I have, through the whole, given 
the obfervations, which then appeared to me 
worth remarking, without attempting to 
embellifh them, by taking any of the liber- 
ties of exaggeration, or’ invention, fre- 
quently imputed to travellers. 

[took notes of the fubje& of the. fol- 
lowing treatife, by way of diary, from time 
to time, during the courfe of my travels, 
intending nething further, at that time, 
than to keep them as helps to my memory, 
that [ might, as occafion offered, commu- 
nicate, in converfation with my friends, 
what I had obferved worth remarking, and 
that I might be capable of giving informa- 
tion to others, who might be defirous of ir, 
on their being to make the fame journies. 

, About 


fat 


¥ 


had 


\ 


vii «OTP OR E F ACE. 


About. four years agd, fpending fome 
days at the houfe of a Right Honourable 
and moft honoured friend, the fubject of 
my travels took up a great part of our con~ 
verfation ; during which, upon his inqui- 
ring occafionally, whether I had taken any 
notes of the places, &c. through which I 

-had.paffed in’ my feveral journeys? and, - 
upon my anfwering in the affirmative, he 

“was pleafed to take fome pains to engage 

me to promife that I would collec my 

notes and obfervations, ; and form them into 

journals, as complete “as the time elapfed 

would admit, and communicate them to 

the world. . 

It was not without reluctance that I fet 
about this work, which, had I thought it 
worth the public’s acceptance and perufal, 
I would have done long ago. Such as it 
is, I now offer it to them ; and flatter my- 
felf, (with hopes at leaft), that the plain- 
nefs of ftile in which it is written will be 

_ of no prejudice to it with candid readers, 
who may find in it fome things new, and 
of 


of which they-would choofe to be inform. 
ed. 

' In regard to the tranflation: of Mr De 
Lange’s Journal, I have given it for two 
reafons :, Fisft, becaufe it continues the ne« 
gotiation begun by Mr De Lmayloff, in the 
courfe of which Mr De’ Lange furnithes 
the reader with a diftin@ detail of the man-. 
ner of tranfacting affairs with the minifters 
of ftate, of their chicaneries, &c. at the 
court of Pekin, Secondly, becaufe I do 
Not apprehend it hath ever appeared in the 
Englith language ; at leaft, have made’ 
vwhat inquiries I could, to find if it had 
been tranflated, which have been all fruit- 
lefs, 

As I well knew the worthinefs and inte- 
grity of Mr De Lange, and | am fully per- 
fuaded that his Journal was genuine, tho’ 
perhaps obtained furreptitionfly by the edi- 

“tor, I have clofed the tranflation w rith the 
by zend of Mr De Lange’s Journal, on his arri- 
‘val at Selinginfky on the frontiers of Sibe- 
tia; having omitted an addition to it, 

b . made 
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made by the editor, of the trade and mo~ 
nies of China ; concerning which, the edi- 
tor, when he enters upon it, acquaints the 
reader that he had not the means neceflary 
for fufficient information. For the reft, 
the tranflation is juft, as may be feen by 
comparing it with the original. 


Auchtermony, 
O& 1. 1762. 


JOHN BELL 
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JOURNEY 
:EROM 
ST.PETERSBURGH 
IN RUSS o 


TO 


IS PAH A'N 


IN PERSIA 


WITH AN EMBASSY 


FROM HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, 


PETER THE FIRST, 


TO THE 


SOPHY OF PERSIA, 
SHACH HUSSEIN, 


IN THE YEAR MDCCXV. 


Names of the principisl perfons who compo 
fed the train of the pobalfador 


Artemii Petrovich Valeniky, viz, 


Secretary, = 

Gregory. Chriftopher Venigerkind, 
4 ' Captain Engineer, 

Jaques de Villette. 

Gentiemen of the Embaffy,. 

Matphe Parfilich. Kartzoff, 
“toAdrian Ivanovich EGpachin, 

The Author of this Journal: 
Prieft, 

Hylarion, a Monk. 

Interpreters, 

Vaffile Kurdeffsky, 

Alexie Tulkatzoff, 

Demetry Petritz. 

: “Clerks or Writers, 

Vaffile Shadayoff, 

Alexie Buchtaryoff. 

With many others, viz. a band of mefic, confifting: 
of trumpets, kettle-drums, violins, hautboys,, &c. car- 
penters, fmiths, taylors, valets, and footmen 5 ‘amount- 
ing in all to above one hundred perfons ; befides a 
troop of twenty-five dzagoon: ns for our efcort, from Iftra- 


chan to pahan, 


JOURNEY 
Str PETERSBURGH 


TO 


Per en EN 





CHAP ff 
from St Peterfourgh to Gafan. 


N the fifteenth of July 1719, F¥et 
O out from St Peterfburgh; ‘da com. 
pany with Meffieurs Venigerkind, De Vil- 
lette, and Kurdeffsky. That city, which 
has fince grown fo confiderable, was then 
in its infancy, having been founded, ten or 
eleven years before, by that truly great 
Vou, I. A man 
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man Pétemthe firft, to whom no -under- 
taking feemed difficult. 

St Peterfburgh is fituated in fixty degrees 
north latitude, partly on the continent of 
Ingria and Carelia, and partly on different 
iflands formed by the river Neva, which 
difcharges itfelf, by four channels, into the 
Gulf of Finland, a little below the city. It 
is defended by a ftrong caftle, built with 
ftone and brick, inacceflible to fhips of ' 
force, there being but eight feet water on 
the bar. As the Czar had:determined to 
form a city all at once, and not to truft to 
time for the growth of a place which he 
had chofen for the feat of government, he 
affembled inhabitants from every province 
of his empire, and allured ftrangers from 
moft parts of Europe; fo that the place 
was even well peopled, and had not the 
appearance of a city fo lately founded. 

The adjacent country is generally cover- 
ed with woods, confifting of various kinds 
of pines, birch, aldgr, afpine, and other 
frees natural to the northern climates, 
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. To the fouthward, efpeciall y#H8ip the 

Shore towards Peterhoff, the country in 
fummer is very pleafant swith: country- 
feats, corn-fields,- and “meadows interfpers 
fed. oa 
The river Neva falls out of the Ladoga 
Lake at Sluffelburgh, a ftrong caftle, about 
fixty verft above St Peterfburgh. It isa 
noble flream of clear, wholefome water, 
with this peculiar quality, that it is feldom 
muddy. It contains a great variety of ex. 
cellent fith, which fupply the market all 
the year, and is navigable to the Ladoga 
by flat-bottomed veflels, 

The woods on each fide are ftored with 
game; fuch as hares, which are white as 
fhow in winter, and turn brown in fum- : 
mer; wild-deer, bears, and wolves ; the 
laft are fo bold that | have know them, in 
the night-time, carry of a dog from a 
man’s foot, in croffing the river on the ice. 
There are alfo eika about the Lake of La~ 
doga. "As for wild-fowi, few places can 
boaft of greater variety, The chief are - 

thefe ; 
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thefe; the urhaan, called in French cog [i- 
moge ; this bird is black, with beautiful red 
‘ftreaks about its head and eyes. The cock 
is about the fize of a turkey; the hen is 
lef, and of a brown colour. The heath- 
cock, in French cog de bruiere, of the fame 
colour and marks as the former, but not fo 
large. "The= partridge; “which thie -French 
call gilinot. Thefe three kinds perch on 
trees ; and in winter fecd on fir-tops, and 
on crane-berries, which they fcrape from 
‘under the fnow. There is alfo found here 
the common Englith partridge ; it is how- 
ever but rare, The tarmachan, a bird 
’ well known in the northern parts of Eng- 
land, and in Scotland, are here in plenty. 
As foon as the ice goes off in the fpring, 
vatt flocks of water-fowl come hither from 
the Cafpian Sea, and other fouthern re- 
gions, to hatch. Thefe confift of fwans, 
geefe, a variety of wild ducks, teal, &c. 
Snipes and wood-cocks breed here, many 
of which are catched by the Ruffians, who 
are excellent fifhers and fport{men. 
: From 
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From St Peterfburg we direGed our 
courfe along the weftern bank of the Neva, 
till we came to the: brick-works, ~The 
few hours, and in the eeniae purfued eur 
journey toa fmall river which* falls into 
the Neva, about thirty verft above $t Pe- 
terfburgh, At this place we let our horfes 
go to grafs, and lay in our waggons till the 
morning-5-bHt-were much moléfted by the 
gnats and mufkitos, 

Next morning we continued our jour- 
ney, and paffed a village called Ifhora, 
where the inhabitants fpeak a language, 
and wefr a dre(fs different from the Ruffian, 
though they profefs the fame Greek reli- 
gion, It is probable they are the defcen- 
dants of a colony formerly brought hither 
from fome of the provinces of Livonia. 

Next day we canic to the Volchova, a 
great river iffuing from a lake called Ilmen, 
not far diftant from the city of Novogorod,; 
which difcharges itfelf into the Ladoga. 
Here we left our horfes, and, putting our 


wagons 
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waggons and carriages on board barques, 
went up the river, ufing oars or fails, by 
turns, as neceflity obliged us. The banks 
of the Volchova are covered with many 
villages, and fruitful corn-fields, intermix- 
ed with natural woods.. We found as we 
went along plenty of fith and country pro- 
vifions. LE ios 

The 19th, we arrived at Novogorod 
Velikoi, or the Great Novogorod, fo called 
to diftinguith it from many leffer towns of 
the fame name. This city ftands about 
two hundred verft fouth-caft from Peterf- 
burgh. The Volchova ‘runs through the 
middle of it, over, which there is a wooden 
bridge defended by a fortrefs. There are 
many well built churches in the town, and 
a great number of monafteries in the neigh- 
bourhood, pleafantly fituated, which form 
a very- agreeable profpet. lt was former- 
ly a place of great note, but is now much 
decayed. Here is an archbifhop who en- 
Joys a very confiderable revenue, 


July 
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July 22d, having put our carriages on 
board another barque, we failed up the 
river to the Lake Ilmen; and, leaving it 
on our tight hand, entered a fimall river 
called Mita, and at night came to Brunitz, 
a large village, thirty verft from-Novogo- 
rod. Here we difcharged our boats ; and, 
having procured horfcs, we proceeded next 
morning thirty verft to the village of 
Zaytzoff,.from thence to Krafnyftanky, 
and then to Kreftittky, where we changed . 
horfes, with which we travelled to Yathil- 
bitza, Here begin the Valday-hills, which 
run to a great diftance from ealt to welt, 
but are only about twenty or thirty verft 
broad. They are moilly covered with 
wood. We came next to the town of Val- 
day ; this place is pleafantly fituated at the 
foot of the hills, adjoining to a large lake 
of the fame name, in the middle of which 
is an ifland, whereon ftands a monaftery. 
The country in the neighbourhood is billy, 
but not mountainous, exhibiting a beantiful 
yariety of plain and rifing grounds. — 


The 


~ 
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~The next Rage ‘ie Zimogory,-and after 
that Vifhnoy-volotzoke. Here is-a-canal 
of confiderable extent, cut by Peter* the 
Hirt, which opens a communication by 
water from St Peterfburgh to all the places 
on the Volga, and many other parts of 
Ruffia, and proves a great encouragement 
to trade, and very advantageous to the: 
merchant, in fuch extcnfive tra¢ts of land. 

Next day we came to Torfhoak, a {mall 
town. 

The 2gth, we arrived at Tweer,a a,popu- 
lous and trading town, “defended by x” 
caftle ; it is the capital of a province, and 
a bifhop’s feat. It derives its name from. 
a rivulet in the neighbourhood, called . 
Tweertza, and ftands on the banks of the 
famous river Volga. 

‘The Volga, known formerly by the 
name of Rha, has its fource not far to, the 
weftward of Tweer. Ata ‘fmall diftance 
from the fource of the Volga, two other 
noble rivers take their rife; the Dnieper, 
or Boryfthenes, which run into the Black 
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Seasat:Otzakof, and the Duina, which falls 
‘into the Baltic at Riga. 

The Volga, after vifiting in ita courfe to 
the fouth-eaft many fruitful countries, "difws 
charges itfelf into the Cafpian Sea, about 
fisty verft below Aftrachan ; and, in all 
‘this long courfe, there is not a fingle cata- 
rat to interrupt the navigation. As to.‘ 
fith, no river in the world can afford great~ 
er variety, . better of. heir kind, nor. in 
larger quantities. 

Here we tafled the fterlett, a fith aniiehy 

Sand generally efteemed ; itis of the ftur- 
geon kind, but feldom grows above thirty 
inches long, It is found in other rivers of 

* Ruffia; but the Volga produces the beft 
and in greateft plenty. The caviare, or 
fpawn, is very good to eat raw, after being 
cleaned and dreffed. 1 never could find a 
fifherman who had feen their fry. 

The fame day, having changed horfes, 
we proceeded on our journey to Gorodna, 
a large village, on the weft bank of the 
Volga. From this place is feen a charm- 

Vou. I. B ing 
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ing landfkip, containing a full view of the 
windings of-that river. 

From hence, after pafling many villages, 
we came to Kleen, a pretty large town, 
and the laft ftlage to Mofco. The country 
between Kleen and Mofco is pleafant, ha- 
ving many tufts of wood, of unequal big- 
nefs,. feattered among the corn-fields, that 
contribute to beautify the country, which 
had no great appearance of fertility. 

About feven verft from Mofco we paf- 
fed. through a: large yillage, called Ffe- 
fwatzky, inhabited by Chriftians of the 
Faftern church, named Georgians; their 
ancient country was Gurgiflan, now one 
of the northerly provinces.of Perfia; they 
were driven ftom their native country by- 
the perfecution of the Perfians; and, fly- 
ing into Ruffia, they there found an holpi- 
table reception, many of them being em- 
ployed in the fervice of the Emperor. 

From this place there is a view of the 
city of Mofcoww, and, at this diftance, few 
cities in the world make a finer appear- 


ance; 
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ance; for it ftands on a rifing ground, and 
contains many ftately churches. and mo- 
nafteries, whofe. fieeplest-and:-eupelas.-are * 
generally’covered ‘either with “copper pie, © 
or tin plates, which fhine like gold and fil- 
ver in the fun. : * 

Auguft 2d we arrived at the city of Mof- 
co. I have omitted the names and diftances 
of many inconfiderable places. through 
which we jpateres ter it fuffice;- thatthe 
ftancé*between St Peterfburgh and-Mofco 1 is 
about feven hundred and thirty verit; and, 

ealthough the hot weather detained us long 
on the road, in winter the journey is eafily 
performed with fledges in three days. . 

On the 1oth of Auguft,, my friends, 
Meffieurs Lange and Girvan, arrived here 
in their way to China, on a meflage from 
the Czar to the Emperor of China: The 
fir was a Swede, and the’other a phyfici- 
an, from the county of Air in Scotland. 

- We ftayed in Mofco about three weeks, 
having many things to prepare’ for fo long 
“ajourney. This city, ftanding.on an.emi- 
- “nence, 
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nence, as was already-obferved, commands 
an exxenfive: -profpedt of a fine plain coun- 
try, adorned with woods and. clumps. of 

trees, monafteries, and gentiemen’s feats: 
The river Mofco runs almoft through it, 
which, emptying itfelf into the Volga, 
preferves a communication with all the 
fouthern. -parts of Ruffia,.and even with 
Perfia, From thefe advantages in firuation, 
this place is very convenient for trade, 
which flourithes here to a confiderable de- 

Breee 

The city'is : foftified “Semen 
wall, cailed Beligorod, having embrafures 
and a ditch. Within this is another wall, 
calied Kitaygorod : ‘This laft inclofes what' 
is calted the Crimlin, in which is the old 
imperial palace, compounded of a number 
of buildings, added to one another at dif 
“ferent times. Some of the apartments are 
very fpacious, particularly that called Gra- 
navitapallata, where audience was given to 
foreign ambaffadors: Adjoining to the pas 
lace are many edifices, where were held 
‘the 
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the courts of juftice: Here alfo- ftands a 
lofty: tower, wherein is hung me largett 
bell in the world, cated Ivan = Le 
ing about ten: -thoufard" poads ; whiek;” 


reckoning each pood at near thirty-fix 








pounds Englifh, will amount to,about an 
hundred and fixty ton weight. Befides 
thefe, there is a cathedral church, and an 
arfenal, weil juraithed with brafs cannon, 
~mortars,: eamarlike- flores: “Ree 
yonder wall, already mentioned, 
there is an earthen one, of great circum 
ference, round the whole; and, without 
‘this, the fuburbs alfo are very extenfive. 
The great plenty of provifions in this 
Place furprifed me not a little; 1 found here 
fruits of different kinds, which I did not 
expedt, particularly excellent: melons,.and 





arboozes, or water- melons. 

Auguft the 21ft, we thipped our baggage 
on board fix {mall barques, adapted by their 
conftruction, either for fails or oars, as 
‘fhould be moft convenient, and fell down - 
the river. The ambaffador only remained 

: at 
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at Mofco, waiting for fome difpatches from 

court. Im the ‘evening -wé*paffed Kolu- 

minfka, 2 village pleafantly fituated om the 

fouth fide of the Mofco river, near which 
“ ie'a large Gountry-houfe, with gardens and 
‘ orchards,- belonging to the court. 

Oétober 3d, we came to Kolumna, a 
fortified.town,”. Next-day, the wind being 
favourable, we hoifted fail, and, after going 
about three verft, entered the river Oka, 
into which the Mofco falls and ‘lofes its 
name, . The Oka, rifes. 4 in. the: -Ukrain, and 
runs to the fouth-eatt ; ‘it contains great 
quantity of water, and is navigable very 
far up the country. 

~ The gth, we arrived at ereore 
alarge town to the left, fituated about a 
verft from the river Oka; it is the feat of 
an‘archbifhop, and the country around is 
very fruitful in corn. 

The 16th, we came to Kaflimova, for« 
merly the refidence of a ‘Tartar Prince ; 
but the family is nOw converted to Chrif- 


tianity, and retains only the old name of 
Kafh- 
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Kaffimoftky Czarevitz. Theplace is at 
prefent inconfiderable. There are. Bill here 
a few Mahometan Tartars, who. ate-allow-. 
ed the free exercife of their religion, and; 
have a {mall oratory. I accompanied our 





interpreter to.vifit one of them, an old ac- 
quaintance of ‘his: He was a very decent 
man; we faw a horfe newly killed, which 
they intended to eat; they prefer this kind 
of food ‘to. beefy-and—invited us to fhare 
their sepa, “which we declined, pretending 
we had not time. 

wwe the 17th we left Kaflimova, and the 
‘axft arrived at Murum, a pretty large. 
town, and a bifhop’s fee. The country 
produces plenty of corn. About this place, 





there are a few idolatrous Tartars, who live 
in little dirty cottages, thinly feattered $ 
they are a.very fimple and harmlefs peo- 
ple ; how or when they fettled here i is not 
known, 
The 22d we paffed a large village, called 
Patilovo-perevoz, the property of Prince 
’ Tzerhatkoy, Its fituation is on the fouth 
fide 
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Gdeof the vers : ee ie banks are much 
| Higher. than “above thts’ place 

We came the 23¢ to Nithna-nowSgorod, 
a great town, defended by a caftle, flanding 
on-thé high banks of the Oka, oppofite to 
Gehere it Jofes itfelf in the Volga, which 
now forms a mighty ftream. ~ 7 

The following.day we dined at the go- 
yerrior’s, where 1 faw "General Creutz, 
and feveral other, Swedifh officers, who 
had been taken prifoners at Poltava; and: 
lived here at large... 7 

: Fhe 2sth we lalied from Rina, afta 
{oon entered the Volga. The wind being 





northerly, we run along at a great rate; 
but, in ‘the. night, the river was fuddenly 
filled with floating ice, which drove ws on 
a fand bank, where we lay a-ground that 
night and all the next day; however, after 


‘much labour and fatigue, we got clear, al=. 
though the floating ice flill-continued. At 
Jaft the wind changed to the fouth, and the 
weather turned milder, which enabled us 
to purfue our voyage. 


We 
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We next paffed Vafily-gorod, and. thea 
Kofino-deminnfko, fmall_ towns, both on 
the right. : 

November. .3d. we came to Zabacksanes 
a pretty large town, on the fame hand. : 

In this country are caught the beft and 
largeft faulcons in the world, much efleem- 
ed for their ftrength and beauty, particu- 
larly by the Turks and Perfians, who pur- 
chafe them. NSty dar =. The Rufliaps stake 
few. young hawks from the neft, preferring: 
the old ones, which they man very dex- 
troufty to fly at fwan, goole, cran, or heron, 
The Tartars fly them at antelopes and 
hares. I have feen them take a wild duck, 
out of the water, when nothing of her 
could be, perceived but the bill, which fhe 
was obliged to put up for air, Some’ ‘of 
them are as white as a dove, The} manner 
of catching them is very fimple: They e- 
rect a tall pole upon a hill, free from wood, 
ona bank of the river, near which is pla- 

‘peed a day-net, under the net fome {mall 
birds are faftened. by a cord, which the 
Vout. Oe hawk- 
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hawk-catcher pulls to make them ‘flutter, 
on the appearance of the hawk, .who ob-. . 

’ ferving his prey, firft perches on the pole, 
and, when he ftoops to feize the birds, the 
perfon, who is concealed by the bushes, 
draws the net and covers him, 

The 4th, we pafled Kay-gorod, and the 
sth, Swiiafiky, the firft on the left, and the 
other on the right hand.-. This: evening we 

arrived before the town of Cazan,. and 
‘hauled our boats into the mouth of a {mall 
river, from which the town has its name, 
 called-Gazanka. We intendedtpoatinug_ 
our voyage direlly to Aftrachan ; but, be- 
fore we had made the neceflary preparations 
‘at Cazan, the winter fet in, and, on the 6th 
of September, the Volga was filled with 
floating ice; this determined us to winter 
at -that place; we therefore unloaded: the 
boats, and came to the city, where we were 
hofpitably received by the governour. 


CHAR, 
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Occurrences during our ftay at Caxan; 
our journey thence to Aftrachan, 


AZAN is about feven hundred and 
thirty-five verft from Mofco by land, 

but much more by water: It is fituated a~ 
bout five ver{t to the north of the Volga, - 
_ on a high bank of the rivulet Cazanka, 
which is navigable from this place to the 
river. The town is ftrong -by fituation, 
and defended by a caftle, fortified with 
walls of brick: Within the citadel are the 
cathedral church, the palaces of the atch- 
bifhop and governor, and the apartments 


for the courts of juflice: The town is 


oe +7 
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fenced with a ditch and palifades. The 
fuburbs are inhabited chiefly by mechanics, 
except a ftreet or two poffeffed by Maho- 
metan Tartars, thé pofterity of the ancient: 
natives; they live very decently, have the 
free exercife of their religion, and many o- 
ther privileges; fome of them are very 
rich by the trade they carry on to Turkey, 
Perfia, and other places. 
Cazan was anciently the capital of a part 
_ of Tartary, and the feat of government, 
,, where the royal family’ refided. ~ It was ta- 
“ken from the Tartars by Czar Ivan Vafilo- 
‘viz, in the year fifteen hundred and fifty- 
‘ two, in confequence whereof, an extenfive 
country to the fouthward eafily fell into his 
hands, The conquered Princes were convert= 
ed to Chriftianity, and had Jands affigned 
them in their own country, where the fa- 
mily ftill fubfifts, ’ 

The country adjacent is very pleafant 
tnd fertile, producing wheat, rye, barley, 
eats, and feveral kinds of pulfe. The 
«woods to the fouth and weft confift of flate- 


ly 
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ly oaks, fufficient to fupply all the navies in 
the world; and from hence St Peterfburgh 
is abundantly furnithed. -with timber. for 
ail the purpofes-af thip-building, by an ea« 
fy conveyance all the way by water. The 
woods to the north’and-eait, which are of 
prodigious extent, confift of trees: of. all 
forts. 

In the fpring, when the {now melts, the 
Volga overdows: ail-the low. grounds; fome- 
times to.'4 great diflance; the’ confequence 
is the tame with that produced in Egyps, 

way “ie inundations of the Nile; for the 
mud, carried down by“the ftream, fertilizes 
the country to a great degree; fo that on 
the iflands in the Volga, fome whereof are 
very large, and overgrown with tall trees, 
I have found plenty of excellent afparagus. 

Befides the fterlett there are -plenty of 
flurgeon, and a fith about the fize and near 
the fhape of the largeft falmon, which is 
very delicious, and, for the whitenefs of 
its fleth, is cailed the white fith, ? 

The 
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‘The woods afford abundance of games 
and, in the fp ring, great numbers of water- 
fowl] come hither to hatch from the Cafpian 
Sea, At Cazan we found good bcef, mut- 
ton, and tame pouliry, and provifions of 
all kinds very reafonable. 

There is here a confiderable manufaétory 
of Ruffia leather, the hides here being 
reckoned the befl in the empire: Great 
quantities of this ieather are exported to Leg- 
horn, and other parts of Europe, and may 
be confidered among the flaple commodities 
of this country: The frong firel-of this, 
‘Yeather is acquired in the drefling, for in- 
ftead of oil, common in other places, they 
ufe a kind of tar, extrated by fire from the 
bark of the birch-tree ; which ingredient 
the Rufles cali deuggit, and which tree is 
here in greater abundance than in other 
parts of the world; and then they dye 
them with logwood. 

Befides the idolatrous Tartars, formerly 
mentioned, ‘there are two pretty numerous 
tribes called the Tzerimifh and T'zoowahh, 

they 
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they {peak a language quite different from 
the Mahometan Tartars in thefe parts, who 
ule a corupted dialed of the:Arabic, o-The - 
Mahometans likewife have fome learning; 
but the Tzerimifh and Tzoowath have 
none. They have a tradition among them, - 
that, in former times, they had a book on 
religion ; but, as no body could read it, a 
cow came and {wallowed it. They pay 
great veneration to.a_bulli.From whence. 
they camé#s “inknown ; but, from their° 
complection, it is probable they are from 
Afia, They live by agriculture, and feem 
to be an inoffenfive kind of people. Their 
huntfmen offer in facrifice, to fome deity, - 
the firft creature they catch. Hence fome- 
curious men have imagined thefe people 
part of the ten tribes of the Jews, expelled” 
by Shalmanezer, I advance this only as 
a conjeture, which every reader may fol. 
low, or not, as he pleafes. 
By accident I met with an Englifhman 
at this place. He was by trade a carpen- 
: ter, 
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ter, and had been in the Ruffian fervice ; 
but, being fufpected of deferting, he was 
condemned to banifhment, to this coun- 
try, for a certain time; and, notwith- 
ftanding that was elapfed, the poor man, 
deprived of all means of afferting his li- 
berty, remained ftill in the fame fituation, 
He bought, a Tzerimifh wife, from her fa- 
ther, for fix rubles, about thirty: shillings 
Sterling. He brought her to vifit me. She 
was a woman of a cheerful and open coun- 
tenance, and drefled in the manner of her 
country ; of which, for ‘its fiigotariey, I 
fhall give a fhort defcription. 

Her hair was plaited round her head, in 
many locks, but that on the back part Jong- 
er than the reft, at the end of which was 
tied a taffel of red filk, and in the middle 

a.mail ‘round brafs bell, About her Dead 
' was a fillet fet with fmall thells, infead of 
jewels, and hung all round with filver 
pence. Above this was.a piece of. ingen 
fo atfully plaited and done up, that i 


looke 
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looked like a grenadier’s cap; at the top was- 
a ilk taffel, with another brafs bell, which 
gingled as fhe turned her read.c<:'Fhe reft 
of her drefs was: clean, though homely: ; * 
and the whole feemed becoming enough. 

I think the cold is here more intenfe 
than at St Peterfburgh, though it is five or ' 
fix degrees farther fouth, In going about 
three miles from “town, in a clear day, I 
had my face, fingers;-and toes frozen, not- 
Withfasdttig: Tas not half an hour on the 
rane T applied the common cure, that is, 

boing the numbed parts with fhow, 

“hich I found perfedtly effeQual. 

December 24th, our ambaffador arrived 
from Mofco, At the fame time came an 
exprefs from court, with the important _ 
news of the crown Princefs (as the was 
commonly called) being fafely delivered of 
a fon, chriftened by the name of Peter. 
She died foon-after her delivery, univerfally 
lamented for her many rare and excellent 
virtues, She was of the Wolffenbuttle fami- 
ly, and wife to Alexy Petrovitz, the Cza- 

D revitz. 
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. revitz. Befides this young Prince, fhe left 
a Princes called Natalia. 

At Cazan we found two Swedith gene~ 
rals, Hamilton and Rofen, and many other 
officers of diftin@tion, taken prifoners at 
Poltava, who were no farther confined than 
by having a foldier of the garrifon to at~ 
tend them at their lodgings ; and, by the 
generofity of the governSur, lived as eafily 
as circumftanccs would allow. Thefe gen- 
tlemen were invited to all the public di- 
verfions; and, by their polite and agree- 
‘able behaviour, ‘Contributed “stemetitele to. 
our paffing the winter wich a good deal of 
pleafure, in fuch a remote part of the 
world. 

Upon the banks of the Cazanka ftands 
a monaftery, very pleafantly fituated. I 
accompanied our interpreter to vifit the, 
abbot, who received us‘in a very friendly 
manner. He would not, however, give 
the interpreter his blefling, nor admit him 
into the church, during divine fervice, un- 
iefs he pulled off his wig. He, profefling 

the 
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the communion of the Greek church, ex- 
poftulated a little with the prieft, telling 
him that their learned bifhops at Mofco 
made no fuch feruples. The abbot re~ 
plied, that it was contrary to the rules of 
difcipline to allow any man to enter the 
church with his head covered. 

The time was now come when we ex- 
pected to leave Cazan, Our boats were 
ready in the beginning of May, but the 
Volga was ftill fo high and rapid, that it 
was reckoned dangerous to proceed till the 
flood fublided ; for the force of the ftream 
Frequently carries veffels from their courfe 
into the woods, where the water retiring, 
leaves them on dry land. 


At laft, on the 4th of June 1716, we 
left Cazan in eight barks, and rowed down 
the river with great velocity. In the night, 
one of our boats was driven, by the rapi- 
dity of the current, among the woods, and 
ftuck faft between two trees, up which the 
people climbed, being apprehenfive of dan- 


ger. 
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ger. The confequence, however, was not 
ro fatal as the circumftances were alar- 
ming ; for the veflcl was got off next day 
with inconfiderable damage. 

The 7th, we pafled a {mall town called 
Tetoofk, and the gth Sinbirfky, pretty 
large, and the capital. of a province of that 
name, both to the right. Sinbirfky is de- 
fended by a caftle. Near this place are e- 
vident mafks of camps and entrenchments, 
which I was told were the works of the 
great Tartar general called Timyrak-fack, 
or-Laine.'Timgs; or- Tamerlane, who, came 
to this place with a great army ; but, being 
iufermed of an infurrection in his own 
country, Samarkant, now Bucharia, re- 
turned home, 

The roth, we put of from Sinbirfky 
with the wind contrary, which greatly re- 
tarded cur progrefs. We paffed two hills, 
one of them exhibiting a very beautiful; 
profpect, the other containing mines of ful- 
phur, as clear as amber. We paffed alfo a 
mound of fand, of confiderable bignefs, in, 

the 
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‘the middle of a plain, where they fay was 
‘buried a famous Tartar Prince called Ma- 
may. 

The 20th, we attived at the town Uf 
‘Samara, fituated to the left, in a fine piain. 
The place is but fmall, and fortified only 
with a ditch and palifades, with: wooden 
towers at proper diflances, mounted with 
cannon, fufficient to defend it againft the 
incurfions of the-Tartars, called: Kara Kale’ 
packs, or Black Caps, who inhabit the de- 
fert to the eaftward of this place. 

This tribe of Tartars is not very confi- 
derable, and, when their chiefs are united, 
which feldom happens, can fearce raife a- 
bove ten or twelve thoufand men, who are 
all mounted on horfeback ; becaufe, in their 
long marches, to rob aftd-plunder their 
neighbours, nothing but horfe could be of 
any ufe. They live always in tents, with 
their locks, removing from place to place, 
as led by inclination or neceffity. “Their . 
weapons are bows and arrows, and fabres ; 
fome of them ufe fire-arms. While we . 

were 
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were at Samara, the inhabitants were alarm- 
ed with the approach of two-or three thou- 
fand of thefe people, who encamped about 
three miles diftant. From one of the tow- 
ers I could plainly fee their camp, and 

_ them riding about it. As they had not ar- 
tillery, the garrifon was in no danger, tho” 
fo weak, however, that it durft not at this 
time: attack them. The people were obli- 
ged to keep a conftant watch to defend 
their cattle, This place is reckoned about 
three hundred and fifty verft diftant from 
Cazan- 

The 21f, having epeiael froth aad 
for the navigation of our barks, we depart- 
ed from Samara; and, the weather being 
calm, rowed down the river, which is here 
very broad, The weftern bank is very high; 
but the eaftern quite flat. The fields on, 
both fides are very fruitful, but efpecially’ 
to the welt, where the grafs grows very; 
high, intermixed with fage, thyme, and o- 
ther herbs ; there are alfo fome woods of 
oaks, A few hundred acres of {uch lan¢ 

would 
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would be of great value in England, tho’ 
it is here wafte and uncultivated. ° : 

We came the 25th to the Ifmeyovi-gory, 
or Serpent-hills, fo called from the wind 
ings of the river at this place ; and, after 
paffing feveral towns, and many villages, all 
on the right, we landed at Saratof, a large 
town on the fame fide, about eight hun- 
dred and fifty verft from Cazan. It is but 
flightly fortified with a ditch, wooden-walls, 
and towers mounted with cannon, and de- 
fended by a garrifon of regular troops and 
Coffacks, ; 

We dined next day with the Governour, 
who entertained us with great variety of 
provifions, Particularly fifh, and very fine 
mutton, : ; : 

After dinner, a party of us croffed the 
river, to vifit a great horfe-market, held’ by 
the Kalmuck Tartars. We faw about five 
or fix hundred of thefe People aflembled 
in a field, with a number of horfes all run- 
ning loofe, except thofe on which the Tar-= 
tars were mounted. The buyers came 

from 
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from different parte sf Rufia, ‘The Tar- 
tars had their tents pitched-alemg the river 
fide. ‘Thefe tents are of a conieat- figure. 
"There are feveral long poles erected, incli- 
ning to: one~another, which are fixed at: 
the top into fomething like a hoop, that 
forms the circumference of an aperture for 
letting out the-fmoke, or admitting the 
Hight. “Acrofs the poles"are laid fome fmall 
rods, from four to fix feet long; “and: faf- 
tened to them with thongs: This frame is 
covered with pieces of felt, made of coarfe 
wool and“ hair. Thefe tentéatfortbetter 
fhelter than any other kind, and are fo con- 
trived, as to be fet up, taken down, folded, 
and packed up, with great eafe and quick- 
nefs, and fo light, that a camel may carry 
five or fix of them. Where the Chan, or 
any perfon. of character, refides, they are 
placed in ftraight lines. Thefe Tartars are 
ftrong made ftout men, their faces broad, 
nofes flattith, and eyes fmail and black, but 
very quick, Their drefs is very fimple, 
confifting of a loofe coat of theep fkkins tied 

with 
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with a girdle, a fmall round cap, turned 
up with furr, having a taffel of red filk-at 
the top, leather or linen drawers, and boots, 
Their heads are all fhaved, except a lock 
behind, which is plaited, and hangs down 
their backs, . 

They are armed with bows and‘arrows, 
a fabre and lance, which they manage with 
great dexterity, acquired by conftant prac- 
tice from their infancy. They are men of 
courage. and refolution.; but much afraid of 
cannon, which puts their horfes in difor= 
der. As they are almoft always on horfe~ 
back, they are excellent riders, 

The drefs of the women differs little 
from that of the men ; only their gowns 
are fomewhat longer than the coats of the 
men, a little ornamented, and bordered with 
party-coloured cloth, They wear: ear- 
rings, and their hair all plaited in locks, 
The better fort drefs in filks in fammer, It 
mult be obferved, for the honour of their 
women, that they are very honeft and fin- 
cere, and few of them lewd. Adultery is 

Vou, I, E a 
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ae grime fearce ever-heard of. The Tartars 
make very. § ae faithful: fervants ; and 
the more mildly they are ufed the better 





they perform their duty; for their wan- 
desing-unconfined manner of life naturally 
infpires, them with fentiments of liberty, 
and averfion and hatred to tyranny and op- 
preffion,.... 

All their wealthis ‘their flocks. Like thofe 
who lived in the early ages of the tvorld, 
they have camels, horfes, cows, and fheep, 
"Thehorles are of:a good fi ize, for the faddle, 
‘and ery hardy. 1 $s they any : 

are fometimes fix years old, they 2 are gene= 
rally headftrong. They are fold at this fair 
at five to fifteen-or fixteen crowns, and the 
ftrong well thaped natural pacers much 








higher. They have few camels, but many 
dromedaries, who have two. protuberances 
on their backs. Their cows aré of a. middle 
fize; the theep large, having. broad tails 
like thofe in Turkey ; the wool is coarfe, 
but the mutton very fine. ; 

Tn 
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In the preceding century,#:Kalmuck 


‘prince, named Torgott-Chorluke, came from 


Alack-Ulla, (which” fignifies the fpouad 


mountains), 4 country fittiated between’ Sis: 


beria on the north, and India on the fouth, 
to the borders of Ruffia; and brought a- 
long with him about fifty thoufand fami- 
lies, or tents, as they fometimes reckon. 
In his march weftward to the Volga, he 


defeated Eyball-ntzick 4 Tartar: prities, ho 


lived in: tent’ beyond thé tiver Enbo, Ad- 


vancing forward, he met three other Tartar 


clicts, named Kitta-haptzay, Malebath, and 


Etzan, whom he alfo defeated ; and at laft 
fettled to the ealt of the Volga, under the 
protection of the Ruffians. Chorluke had 
fix fons, Dangtzing, the eldeft, fycceeded 
him in the government of chanfhip. 

The prefent Chan, named Aijuka; is the 
fourth from Chorluke, and is much efteem- 
ed in the eaft for his fagacity and juftice. 
I am informed that the reafon why Chor- 


Juke left his own country, was a difpute 


about the fucceffion to the chanfhip. He 
*being 
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being engaged on the weakeft fide, and 
having unfuccefsfulty -tried: his fortune in 
the field, at laft took the refolution of a- 
bandoning his own country altogether. 
Thefe people are generally called the Black 
Kalmucks, though they are not black, but 
. only fwarthy. 

They have no. money, except what chiey 
get from the Ruffians, and their other 
neighbours, in exchange for cattle. With 
this they buy meal fometimes, but moftly 
cloth,:filk, ftuffs,andother-apparel, for their 
women, ‘They have ‘no“2RSiiRMee. exe, 
cept thofe who make arms. They avoid 
all labour, as the greateft flavery ; their 
only employment is tending their flocks, 
managing horfes, and hunting. If they are 
angry with a perfon, they wifh he may 
live in one place, and work like a Ruffian. 
Their language contains none.of thofe hor- 

‘ rid oaths common enough in tongues of 
more enlightened nations. They believe 
virtue leads to happinefs, and vice to mife~ 
ry; for, when defired to do what they 

think 
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think wrong, they reply, in. a. proverb, 


‘ Though a knife be tharp, it cannot. cut 
‘its own handle.’ 
On long marches, all their provifions 
confit of cheefe, or rather dried curd, 


. made up into little balls, which they drink’ 


when pounded and mixed with water. If 
this kind of food fails, they have always 
many {pare horfes, which they kill and eat. 
They broil- ervroatt. the. eth beforethe © 
fire, on pieces of broken arrows, and never 
eat it raw, as is commonly believed, unlefs 
compelled by neceffity, They have, in- 


‘deed, large thick pieces of horfe fleth, 


{moked or dried in the fun, which they 
eat; but this cannot properly be called 
raw, I have tafted fome of it, and.thought 
it not amifs. 

As to their religion, I can fay little : 
They are downright heathens; and have 
many lamas or priefts, who can read and 
write, and are diftinguifhed by their yel- 
low habits, Their high prieft is called 
Delay Lama, and lives far to the eaftward. 

. July 
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July 1ft, we put off from Saratof, and 
the 2d, 7th, and gth, paifed the towns of 
Kamofhinka, Czaritza, and Tzorno-yarr, 
all ficuated on the weft bank, and fortified 
in-the fame manner as Saratof. At the firft 
of thefe places, Captain Perry, an Englifh- 
man, with many workmen, was employed 
in cutting a canal between the Volga and 
the Don, which would have opened a paf- 
fage to the Euxine fea ; but the ground 
being very hard, and rifing in fome places 
confiderably above the level, the enterprife 
was laid afide, though the diftance was not 
above fifty verft. 

From Tzorno-yarr to Aftrachan, it is not 
fafe for Ruffians to travel on the weftern 
banks of the Volga, on account of the Cu- 
ban ‘Tartars, who are their enemies. ‘To 
the eaft, however, there is no danger, as 
the Kalmucks are friends. | On the iflands 
in the Volga I obferved great quantities of 
liquorith growing wild. 

The 13th, we arrived fafe at Aftrachan, 
and were lodged in the citadel. This place 

was 
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was taken from the Tartars in the year 
1554, by the warlike Czar Ivan Valilio. 
vitz ; whereby all” his conquetts onthe 
Volga were feeured, and the way Prepared 
for farther extending the Ruffian dominion 
to the fouth and eaft, which hath been 
fuccefefully attempted fince his time, 


CHAP. 
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Occurrences, during our Stay at A- 
frrachan. Our ourney thence 
to Shamachy. 


STRACHAN is fitiated about 

fixty vert from the Cafpian Sea, on 
an ifland in the Volga, having the main 
branch of that river to the weftward. Itis 
fortified by a flrong brick-wall, with em- 
brafures, and fquare towers at proper dif- 
tances. In the. citadel are the cathedral 
church, governour’s palace, and the public 
offices. There ia a creek or haven for fhips 
that navigate the river and the Cafpian Sea. 
The houfes are generally built with wood, 


cone- 
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conveyed in rafis alons the rivers for the 
neighbouring country produces nothing, 
being all a barren defert. To the welts 
ward there is no water to be found for 
many miles, ‘The iflands, however, adja= 
cent to the town, are very fruicful, and 
produce excellent grapes, tranfplanted, bie 
ther from Perfia and och: 





rpans; alfo wa- 

ter-melons, eeemed the beft in the worid ; 

and various kiads of mufk-melons, peach- 
es, cherries, pears, apples, and soricots, 

_ Here are leveral jarge vineyards, belong~ 
dig partly to the court, and partly to pri+ 
vate perfons. There is a Frenchman who 
fuperintends them, The wines are very 
good when drunk on the fpot, byt cannot 
bear carriage, for the leat motion renders 
them infipid. Were it not for this circum- 
flance, Ruffia would be able, not only to 
fupply itfelf abundantly. with wine, but e- 
ven other parts of Europe. This pérmi- 
cious quality. is attributed to the nitrous 
particles of the foil where the vines grow, 





J have myéelf feer, in the furrows made 
r fs 
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for watering them, a whitifh cruft of falt : 
But the grapes, notwithftanding, are very 
fweet, without the Jeaft tindture of tart- 
neis. 

About a mile below the town are collec- 
ted great quantities of common falt, The 
people dig pits, into which they introduce 
the water; which, being exhaled by the 
heft of the fun, the falt is left upon the 
bottom. After gathering, they tranfport it 
along the river, in large barks of about five 
or fix hundred ton. ‘The gun-powder 
manufactory is a little above the téwn ;~in 
which, and in the mines of faltpetre, near 
this place, are employed a great number of 
workmen for the fervice of the govern- 
micat. 

The climate is healthy, thouglt very hot. 
The ~weather is generally calm, during 
which great numbers of gnats mufkitos in- 
felt the inhabitants. Thefe vermine indeed 
are fometimes ditperfed by a breeze from 
the fea, which renders this place very plea- 
fant. They are hatched and fheltered in 
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me marfhcs towards the fea, which are fo 
overgrown with ftrong tall reeds that they 
are altogether impafluble. 

The Mahometan Tartars here live with- 
out the town, and have the fame privileges 
asin other places. I met feveral of their 
women in the ftreet with rings in their 
nofes, which were of different value, ace 
cording to the rank of the perfon who 
r~wore them ; fome of gold, and others fet 
with precious ftoncs. On inquiring the 
reafon of fuch a fingular ornament, I was 
told, that it was the confequence of a reli- 

gious dedication of thefe perfons to the 
fervice of God: It is made by the parents, 
even while the mother is pregnant ; in to- 
ken whereof, as foon as the child ig born, 
they put a ring in the right noftril, which ‘ 
continues there till death. I have feen 
fome with two fuch rings. 

Aftrachan is a place of confiderable 
trade to Perfia, Chiva, Bucharia, and India, 
The people of thefe nations have a common 

Garae 
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caravanfery, where they live and expofe 
their goods to fale. 
The Armenians carry on the greateft 
part of the Perfian trade ; for the Perfians 
‘themfelves feldom go out of their own 
country. There are a few Indians, or Ba- 
nians, at this place, who have a ftreak of 
yellow down their forehead, made with 
faffron or fome other vegetable. They 
are a good-natured, innocent kind of peo- 
ple, and live moftly on fruits. 
- The: market is plentifully fupplied with 
‘pigyinansotallkieds s Bar eMpEcially fith 
of which no place that’ I know sbovads 
with fuch variety. After the fale is over, 
which is ufually about ten o'clock, what 
remains of the common forts is thrown to 
the dung-hill, where the hogs and poultry 
feed upon them; and hence it happens 
that their very pork and fowls tafte of fith, 
It wwould be tedious to mention all the dif- 
ferent kigds this place affords: I cannot 
however omit the carp, which for fize ex- 
ceds all of that name I ever heard of. I 
have 
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have feen fome of them of more than thir- 
ty pound weight, very fat and lufcious, 
Thofe caught in autumn are carried to 
Motco frozen, and fold there and in the 
places adjacent. 

1 obferved alfo a great variety of uncom- 
mon birds, whereof I fhall defcribe a few 
that feemed moft extraordinary. 

The firft I fhall mention, called by the 
Ruffians baba, is of a gray colour, and Hare. 
ger than a dwar; he has a broad bill, un- 
der which hangs a bag that may contain a 

_qeart or more; he wades near the edge of 
the river, and on feeing a fhoal of fry, or 
fall fifhes, fpreads his wings and drives 
them to a fhallow, where he gobbles as 
many of them as he can into his bag, and 
then going afhore, eats them, or carries 
them to his young. This bird I take to 
be the pelican. 

The next is altogether white, except its 
feet, which are black ; it is fomewhat lefs 
than a heron, and has a long broad bill. 

The 
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The Germans call this bird leffel-ganze, 
the Ruffians kolpeck. 

"There is another ‘about the fame fize, 
alfo white ; but its feet are long and red, 
and its bill crooked and round, and as red 
as coral: Its wings are adorned with fome 
bright {carlet feathers. 

Befides thefe, 1 faw a kind of duck, 
fomething bigger than the common fort, 
called tarpan; it is eafily tamed, and much 
admired for its beauty, and a certain kind 
of noife peculiar to itfelf. I have eat of 
alt thefé fowls; but did not much zelith 
them, on account of the fifhy tafte with 
which they are all infected. 

There are alfo patridges and buftards, 
which need no defcription. The Kal- 
mucks, who are keen {portfmen, particu- 
larly at hawking, in which they have ar 
rived to & great perfection, kill the buftards 
with bows and arrows: When they fee 
them feeding, they ride in upon them at 
full fpeed ; and as the buftard is a heavy 
bird, and mounts flowly, they have an op~ 

portu- 
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portunity of fhooting them with broad- 
headed arrows. 

On the banks of the Volga there is a 
ipecies of deer of a brighter red, and fome- 
what larger than the fallow-deer ; they 
have green horns, but not branched, about 
nine inches long, and covered with circles, 
rifling one above another to the point, 
which is very fharp. This deer is very 
fwift, and its fleth excellent ; it has a high 
inout of griftle, which rifes very neat to 
the ‘eyes—a circumftance which [ have 


wot obferved in any other animal, 


{ faw alfo a fmall lively creature, called 
an Aftrachan hare, about the fize of a 
fquirrel, and of a reddifh colour, remark 
able for having the fore-feet very fhort in 
proportion to the hindefeet; its tail is 
long, with a tuft of hair at the extremity 3. 
it burrows in the earth, and being a very 
pretty creature, I have fometimes feen them 
in cages. The Kalmucks eat them very 
greedily. 

While 


48 -A JOURNEY — 1716. 


. While we were at Aftrachan, an ambaf- 
fador arrived there, from the Chan of 
Chiva, going toSt Peterfburgh. On his ar- 
rival he fent, according to the eaftern cuf- 
tom, fome {mall prefentto our ambaffador ; 
they were brought by part of his retinue, 
and confifted of a hawking glove, a fmall 
knife, an embepidered parle; and fome 
fruits, 

Chiva is a large territory, lying about two 
_ or three days journey eaftward from the Caf- 
pian. Sea; bounded-by-Perfia. on the fouth, 
and Bucharia to the eaft: "FRE eapical, 


. which bears the fame name, is large and 





populous, and governed by a Chan, elected 
by the people. They are very troublefome 
and dangerous, both to travellers and their 
neighbours, being frequently employed 
either in robbing the former, or making 
depredations on the latter. And though 
Chiva is well fortified, its fituation, in fo 
fandy and barren a defert, is its belt defence. 
One day, as I was walking through the 
freets of Aftrachan, I obferved a very fin- 
gular 
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gular appearance; It was a pretty Tartar 
lady, mounted aftride upoa an ox; the 
had a ring in her nofe; and a fring drawn 
through the nofe of the ox, which ferved 
inflead of a brid: She was dreffed better 
than caminona, and attended bya footmaa, 
The fingularity of the equipage, but partic 
cwarly her extraordinary beauty, drow my 
attention. The Mahometan’ mui not be 
confounded with the» Kalmuck Tartars ; 
the firft are a well-looked civilized peopie 
in-comparifon of the other. 

Uetore I leave Aftrachan it may be pro- 
per to rectify a miftaken opinion, which I 
have obferved frequently to occur in grave 
German authors, who, in treating of the 
remarkable things of this country, — relate, 
that there grows in this: defert, or. ftepp, 
adjoining to Aftrachan, in fome plenty, a 
certain fhrub or plant, called in the Ruffian 
language Tartarfkey barathka, 7. ¢, Tartari« 
an lamb, with the fkin of which the caps 
of the Armenians, Perfians, Tartars, &c. 
a. faced, They alfo write, that this Tar- 

“fot, 1 G.* tarfkey 
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tatfkey barafhka partakes of animal as well 
as vegetative life ; that it,eats up and de- 
yours all the grafs and weeds within its 
reach. Though it may be thonght that 
an opinion fo very abfurd could find nc 
credit with pecple of the meaneft thare of 
underltanding, yet 1 have converfed with 
fome. who have feemed:muck inclined to 
believe it ;—fo very prevalent is the pro- 
digious and abfurd with fome part of man- 
kind. 

In fearch of this, wonderful plant! walk 
“ed many'a’ mile,” “Seeonpanl 





who inhabic thefe deferis : But all 1 could 
find out were fome dry buthes, {eattered 
here and there, which grow on a fingle ° 
flaik, with a bufhy wp, of a brownith co- 
lout; the flalk is about eighteen inches 
high, the top confifting of fharp prickly 
Yeaves. It is true, that no grafs or weeds 
grow within the circle of its fhade; a pro- 
perty natural. to many other plants here 
and elfewhere, After further inquiry of 
the more fenfible and experienced among | 
, She’ 
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the Tartars, I found they laughed at it as a 
ridiculous fable, ~ eS 
At Aftrachan they have great quantities 
of lamb-fkins, gray and black ; fome wa- 
ved, others curled, all naturally, and very 
pretty, having a fine glofs, particularly the 
waved, which, ata {mall diftance, appear 
like the richeft watered tabby: They, are 
much efteemed, and are much ufed for the 
lining of coats, and the turning up of caps, 
in Perfia; Ruffia, and other parts. ‘The 
beft of thefe are brought from Bucharia, 
Chiva, and the countries adjacent, aud are 
‘taken out of the ewe’s belly, after the 
nath been killed, or the lamb is killed im~ 
mediately after it is lambed ; for fuch a 
fkin is equal in value to the fheep. 
The Kalmucks, and other Tartats,. w 

inhabit the defert, in the neighbourhood of 
Attrachan, have alfo lamb-fkins, which are 





applicd to the fame purpofés ; but the wool 
of thefe being rougher, and more hairy, 
they are far inferior to thofe of Bucharia or 
Chiva, both ia glofs and beauty, as alfoin 

the, 
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the drefing, confequently in value. I have 
known one-fingle lamb-fkia of Bucharia 
S6ld for five er fix fillings Sterling, when- 
one of thefe would not yield two. fhil- 
lings. 

“On the sth of Auguft we quitted Aftra- 
chan in five veflels, three of them flat-bot- 
tomed, and of about an hundred and fifty 
tons burthen, with three mafts:and ter-guns 
each; the other two common barks, We 
failed from Aftrachan about noon ; and 
at night came to an anchor at a fifhery, 
mae one = RRO 


flat; to the weftward barren fands, and to 





the caft marfhy and tall reeds, abounding 
with vermine ; fothat we neither cat nor 
flept in quiet, notwithftanding all the pre~ 
cautions we could ufe. I muft confefs 
this place had an afpe& of horror, efpeci= 
ally when it is confidered, that, befides the 
wild and difmal appearance of the banks, we 
were catried down a mighty river, into a 
great gulf, in many places of dangerous 
navigation, and whofe fhores are inhabited 
by 
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by inhofpitable and barbaraus ‘nations; for 
fuch I reckon all of them, except the Ruf- 
fians and Perfians.- 

Next morning, .at break of day, we got 
under fail, and about ten entered the Caf- 
pian Sea; into which the-tiver dif{charges 
itfelf by feven or eight large channels,-and 
many leffer ones: Two only of thefe chan- 
nels are navigable by thips of any burthen. 
At night we gat. apchor near four. hillocks 
of .drytands ‘cal up by the fea, called 
Tzeterey Bugory, computed to be about 

thirty verft from the mouth of the Volga: 
“AI which diftance we had not above fix 
or feven feet water; and even this depth 
is very marrow ; fo that the paflage is ex- 
tremely dangerous.in hard gales of windja. 

The 7th, early, ‘we: again -fet fail: vith a 
gentle breeze from the fhore, which foon 
drove us into three fathom water, and out 
of fight of land ; the water however fill 
continued frefh as the river. About noon 
the wind fhifted to the fouth, which obli- 
ged us to come to an anchor, where we 


lay 
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lay for near three weeks in calms and con- 
‘trary winds. 

All this time we did not feea fingle hhip, 
befides our own, except one Rufs veffel that 
came from Guilan in Perfia, with fome 
Armenian merchants, who made a prefent 
to the ambaflador of a bafket of oranges, 
“melons, and other fruits, which was the 
-more acceptable, as our own provifions of 
that kind were all fpent. As often as the 
weather would permit we got under. fail, 
and_ endeavoured _ to reach the Foxe og 

OS 
Terkys a frit Fortine 
the Ruffians, on the north- wet corner of 
the Cafpian Sea, where we might be fup- 
plied with. provifions ; but the continual 
calms prevented our fuccefs. 

On the evening of the 26th of Auguft 
the wind changed to the north-weft ; we 
hoifted all the fail we could, fteering our 
courfe fouth fouth-eaft, and before night 
pafled the ifland of Tullen, 7. ¢. of Seals ; 
many of which animals baunt this place. 






Tr continued to blow hard the whole 
night; 
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night; and next morning we were in fight 
of the mountains called Shaffkall, which 
were diftant about fifteen leagues. We pro- 
ceeded the whole day, edging always a little 
nearer to the thore, 

The 28th, in the evening, it fell calm R 
and, being about fix leagues of the land, 
we caft anchor. Next day, the wind blow- 
ing fair, in the afternoon we pafled the 
town of Derbent.- The ambaffador order. 
ed the caftle to be fuluted with nine guns 3 
but it feems the people are not accuftomed 

iQ, make any return. It is a place confider- 
ably'large, and the frontier of Perfia in this 


quarter, “It is fortified in the ancient man-~ 
ner, with a ftrong ftone-wall, which Teach- 
es from the mountains to the fhore 3 fothat 
no army can pafs this way, except nidtin- 
taineers, or Tartars, who find toads every 
where, Derbent, being a place of great 
confequence; is provided plentifully with 
cannon and ammunition, and a ftrong gar- 
rifon, governed by a commandant appoint~ 
ed by the chan, or governor of Shamachy, 

on 
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on which province: ie depends, Tt is re- 
ported that it was bailt by Alexander the 
Great. About the place there fill remain 
feveral monuments of antiquity ; patticu- 
larly large ftones, with infcriptions in un- 
common characters. South from Derbent 
ftands a very high mountain, called Shach- 
dagh, the top: -of. which is ‘covered with 
faow the whole year round, ‘Hough the 
vallies are exceedingly hot. es 

Auguft the 3oth, we arrived at Nieza- 
batt, the place where we . intpntss to nt 
on the territories “of Pérfia.” 1 at 
two days journey ealt i Derbent. 
There being no harbour, nor creek, we 
hauled up our fhips upon the fhore, which. 
we performed with little trouble, as they 
were all flat-bottomed. ; 

The ship in which was our Secretary, 
Monfieur Venigerkind, and feveral other of- 
ficers, did not arrive ull about three o’cl lock 
afternoon. The wind was now very high, 
and a great fea upon the beach, which be 
bliged them to drop an anchor in the open 

road ; 
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road ; but the wind biowing fiill harder, it 

became dangerous to ride there ;_ the fkip- 

per, therefore, flipt the cable, and flood out 

to fea. The gentlemen, however, didnot 
like their fituation on board; and, being 

eager to get to land, ordered the mafter to 
run the fhip afhore, and they would be ac- 

countable for the confequences ; which he, . 
a Hollander, in the Czar’s fervice, unwil- 

lingly complied with, under an eafy fail, 

about two miles eaftward of the place where 

we lay. All hands went to their affiftance, 

but without effe&$ for, though the fhip 

iad received no damage, yet the fea run fo 

high, that’ the boat could not be hoifted 

out, to carry them to land. 

In the mean time, the fecretary, impa~- 
tient of remaining on board in fuch circum- - 
ftances, prevailed with one of the failors to 
carry him afhore on his back : which being 
done, he took his way alone towards the 
other fhips ; but, his cloaths being drench- 
ed in the falt-water, and the road lying 
through deep fands, he was foon fatigued, 

Vou. I, H and 
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and therefore rétired nearer to the woods, 

in hopes of finding’ a more finooth and 

ealy path. He difeovered what he fought : 

but, inftead of leading him to the thips, ‘i 
carried him away from the fhore, and ai 
right courfe, into thi¢k incumhered woods 3 

and in thefe circumftances night overtook 

him, utterly ignorant of she, difmal and 
dangerous wild into which he had wander- 
ed. Thus deftitute of all affiftance, he 

climbed a tree to fave himfelf from the 
wild eats, with which . nel woods a- 

bound; and in this Gaanoe “CONTRO all - 

the night, and til neon next day ; for the 

people in his own fhip never doubted of 

his having fafely reached our tents ; while 
we, on the contrary, had not the leaft fu- 

fpicion of his haviag come afhore At laft, 
however, about noon, his fervant came, in- 
quiring for his mafter, who, he told us, left 
the fhip the night before. This account 

filled us all with anxiety and apprehen- 
fion; as we certainly concluded he would 

gither’ be térn to pieces by the wild beafts, 
or 
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or murdered by the favages who inhabit 
thefe coafts. Immediate order was given 
for all our people -to repair to the woods | 
in fearch of him, He was at laft found 
wandering from. path to path, without 
knowing one direétion from another 
When he came to the tents he looked 
ghaftly and wild, and related many ftrange 
ftories of what he had heard in the night. 
All poffible care was taken to alleviate his 
diftrefs. During his fleep, which was very’ 
difcompofed, he often ftarted, groaned, and’ 
fpoke ; and, even after le awak€d, he 
“perfitted in affirming that there were num- 
bers of people round the tree, in the night, 
talking different languages. The imagina~ 
tion, no doubt, will-naturally have a flrong 
effe€t on any man in fuch uncommon cir- 
cumftances ; for, though the fecretary was 
a man of penetration and found judgment, 
in vain did we endeavour to undeccive 
him, by reprefenting that it was nothing 
but the jackals which made the noife he 
had heard. ; and that, to be convinced of 
the 
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the truth of this affirmation, he needed on- 
ly, at the approach of night, to ftep a little 
from the tents, where he would hear the 
fame founds repeated- All was to no pur- 
pofe, fince he infifted that the noijfe he 
heard was quite different from the yelpings 
of the jackals. He fearce ever recovered 
his former fagacity and foundnels of mind. - 
I muft confefs the fituation of this gentle- 
man moved me not a little, as he was a 
man of parts and learning, with whom I 


had c@gtraéted an intimate friendhhip. 
Since I have mentioned the jackals,.it 


may not be improper to give a fhort ac- 
count of thefe animals,. They are of a fize © 
larger than a fox, of the fhape and colour 
of a wolf, with a fhort bufhy tail. They 
dig burrows in the earth, in which they 
lie all day, and come out in the night to” 
range for prey. They affemble in flocks 
among the woods, and frequently near 
towns and villages, when they make the , 
hideous noife formerly mentioned, refem- 


bling, in fome meafure, a human voice, or 
the 
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the noife of the Tartars and Coflacks when 
they attack their enemies, They have fine 
nofes; and hence the vulgar opinion has 
arifen, that they hunt prey for the lion, 
They are in great plenty all over Perfia, 
and efleemed harmlefs creatures, + 

As foon as we landed, the ambaflador 
defpatched an interpreter to Schamachy, 
to notify his arrival to the governour of: 
that place, and to defire him to fend camels 
and horfes to tranfport him thither. The- 
interpreter was kindly received, and an or- 
dex was immediately iffued out for anfwer- 
ing his demands, 

September the 1ft, the chan of Shama- 
chy fent an officer of diftinétion to falute . 
the ambaffador ; and the next day a prefent 
of provifions, confifting of an ox, fome 
theep, with fruits and confections. 

About fix or eight leagues to the eaft- 
ward of Niezabatt is a high rock, called 
Barmach, or the finger, upon the fhore, 
which a great many of the Armenians vi- 
fit annually, to pay their devotions. They 

have 
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have a tradition, that the prophet Elijah 
lived fome years at this place. 

September zd, we were a little alarmed 
with intelligcnce, that a confiderable body 
of mountaiseers had plundered fome vil- 
lages in our neighbourhood. We had not 
yet received any guard from the Perfians, 
and were inerefore obliged to take every 
precaution poffible for our defence. We 
arme : :.i our own people, and all the fail- 
ors ; and, befides thefe, we had twenty. fol- 
diers from the garrifon of Aftrachan, Can- 
_ axdntteresbrought “from whe “hips, and 
planted in proper piu.cs, to prevent a fur- 
prife. Thefe preparations feem to have in- 
timidated the undifciplined favages, for 
they never attacked us. 

Two days journey eaftward from Nieza- 
batt ftand Abiheroon and Backu, two con- 
fiderable towns. At the former is a good 
harbour, reckoned the beft in the Cafpian 
Sea, except that of Aftrabatt, which lies ia 
the fouth-eaft corner of it, All the reft are 

fo 
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fo dangerous, that they fcarce deferve the 
name ef harbours, . 

In the neighbourhood of Backu are ma~ 
ny fountains of Naphtha; it is a fort of 
petroleum, of a brown colour, and inflam- 
mable nature, The Perfians-burn it in their 
lamps ; no rain cant extinguith it 3; but the 
fmell is difagreeable. 1 have feen of it ag 
clear as rock-water, 

The Cafpian Sea’-is-0 stat ‘oblong irre 
‘gular figare, “about one hundred and fifty 
leagues in length, from north to fouth, 
and forty or fifty leagues broad. The wa- 
ter is éxcedively falt, except where it is 
fwectened by the’ Volga, which is at leaft 
to the diftance of ten leagues from the in- 
flux of that river, 

The navigation of the Cafpian- clones 
folely to the Ruffians ; the Perfians, and o- 
ther borderers, having nothing but fifhing 
boats, It contains abundance of fith ; but 
no fhell-fith, except.a kind of cockle, the 
fhells of which are very pretty. In fome 

places, 
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places, there is a great depth of water. The 
Perfians dbferve that, of late, the fea has 
retired confiderably from the fhore ; which 
they reckon ominous, prefaging fome cala- 
mity to the kingdom, It has no tides, ‘but 
* fuch as are caufed by the wind ; and, not- 
withftanding the great quantities of water 
daily received, it continues nearly about the 
fame height. Dr Halley has demonftrated, 
that exhalation, in fo hot a climate, is fufh- 
cient to account for this phenomenon, 
without having sseoutle to anhieerane ous 
paffages. c nab 

The 4th, T was conduéted Sa an Rees 
nian merchant fome leagues from our 
tents,-to vifit a Perfian. We were received 
in a very complaifant and friendly man~ 
ner; the houfe was clean, and the floor 
{pread with carpets. Our entertainment 
confifted of coffee and boiled rice. 

On the 11th, arrived two Jefuits from 
India, named Valery and Martinet, on their 
way to Rome. They petitioned the am- 
baffador for a paffage in one of our thips 

to 
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fo Aftrachan, which was granted, About 
. this time many of our retinue began to be 
feized with different difeates, particularly 
fevers, fluxes, and agues, which, in a few 
days, made fuch progrefs, that, at the am- 
bailador’s table, where feldom fewer than 
ten dined; he and myfelf only were pre- 
fent. Thefe diftempers exhibited a moft 
difagreeable profpeét, and made-us with 
earneftly to leave a Place that threatened 
our deftru@ion. , For this purpofe, meffen= 
gers were daily fent to the chan of Shama- - 
chy to defpatch the camels, hortes, and 
tTules. Some of them, indeed, were al~ 
ready come, but not near the number we 
needed ; for our numerous fick could on= 
ly be tranfported on litters carried by 
mules, : . 
The rath, a conZudor, called ‘Mayman- 
der, arrived, with a guard of Perfian fol~ 
diers, and fome more cattle, which were 
ftill too few. This officer is appointed by 
the Shach or King to guide ambafladors to 
court, and furnith them with provifions, 
Vor.L I cat 
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carriages, and lodging’, at the Shach’s'ex- 
pence, from the time they enter the king- 
dom, 

Having accommodated ourfelves in the 
beft manner we could, we quitted Nieza- 
batt on the 18th, keeping along the fhore ; 
and, at night, came toa fmall village, about 
three agatz from Niezabatt. We found the 
houfes all empty, the people having fled to 
the woods or mountains on our approach. 

The 20th, we reached a village about 
four agatz (an agatz is reckoned to be four 
_ Englith miles} from. the formen,,.where we 
lodged again in empty houfes; and the arft 
proceeded four agatz further, to a brook of 
white and muddy water, where we pitched 
eur tents, About noon, next day,.we came 
to a fountain of pure water, under a great 
oak, Here we halted two hours, to re- 
freth the fick ; and, after travelling four 
agatz further, arrived at an old caravanfe- 
‘ ry; a long day’s journey for people in 
fuch diftrefs. 

 The- 
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The caravanferies are generally large 
{quare buildings, with a court in the middle. 
All round there are rooms for lodging tra= 
vellers, and on one fide a ftable for horfes. 
They are of different fizes and conftruc- 
tions, according to the bounty or-ability 
of the founder. “Some are built by chari« 
table people, othe by good kings. They 
are fituated as near frefh water as poflible, 
and about a day’s journey from one ano~ 
ther, ' 

As there are no inns in the eaft, thefe 
caravanferics in ‘ome meafure fupply that 
defeat: ‘though nothing is found in them 
but ihelter. They are; however, very con= 
venient for travellers; and fome of them 
can contain five hundred men,. -with: their: . 
horfes, There is commonly av-old man; 

. who cleans the rooms, and fetches necefly= 
ries from the next town or village, 

-The 23d, we halted to refreth the fick ; 
and here we buried two of our mechanics, 

The 24th, we travelled to a ruinous ca= 
ravanfery, about four agatz from the for- 

mer. 
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Occurrences during our Stay at Sha« 
sadtdcs 
machy. | Our Journey thence ta 
Tauris. : 


se HE 27th, in the morning, came the 
i” Kaléntar and Dorruga, with’ many 
of the inhabitants, to pay their compli- 
ments to the ambaffador. Thete officers are 
next in rank under the chan, and have the 
fole direction of affairs in his abfente. They 
brought fome fine horfes, richly capatifon- 
ed, for the chief of the retinue. As we ap- 
proached the place, we were met by other 
officers, particularly the Divan, Begg, and 
Ifh-agaffy, and magiftrates, all mounted on 
flately horfes, with rich furniture, which 

made 
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made a very {plendid: appearance, Before 
the ambaflador’s horfe two young fellows 
tumbled all the way, with great agility, A- 
bout two o’clock we entered the city.: 

As we pafled ‘along the ftreets, all the 
tops of the houfes were filled with fpe@la- 
tors. At laft, the ambaffador arrived at the 
houfe of one of the principal officers, which 
was allotted entirely to him and his atten- 
dants. The houfes in Perfia are moftly 
flat-roofed. As there is but little raingn 
this country, a:wery: fittalk-deétivity is fuffi. 
cient to'cairy off the water. “Y'comiptititthe 
diftance between Niezabatt and Shamachy 
to be about twenty-five agatz, or an hun- 
dred miles, 

Otober 1ft, I had a vifit from a gentle- 
man well dreffed in the Perfian habit, and 
was not a little furprifed to hear him talk 
good High Dutch. After fome converfa- 
tion, he told me he was born at Dantzick ; 
that in his youth he came to Perfia with a 
Polifh ambaflador, who died at Ifpahan, 
That, fome differences arifing between him 

and 
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and his countrymen, to end the difpute he 
turned Mahometan, and _fettled in Perfia, 
where he now enjoyed a {mall falary as a 
linguift. He had often repented of this 
rath Rep; but, having a wife and children 
at Shamachy, he could not abandom them, . 

The day following, the chan, With: a 
numerous retinue, paid a ceremonial vifit 
to the. ambaflador, The chan is a middle 
aged man, of a-graceful afpedt, by birth a 
Gegrgian, of Chriftian parents, but brought 
up at court from his infancy: And it muft 
be confefled that his treatment of the am~ 
baffader. was extremely obliging. 

The 14th, the chan fent an invitation 
to the ambaffador to go a hunting, wit 
horfes for that purpofe. We marched an - 
bout two or three miles to. theeaftwpard: till- 
we came to a plain overgrown: with-fhort 
reeds. We fprung a number of pheafants, 
ten or fifteen whereof were killed by the 
chan’s hawks; and feveral hares were run 
down by the greyhounds, which were all 
fent to the ambaffador’s lodgings. : 
About 
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About this time, there happened a mif- 
underftanding between the ambaffador and 
fecretary, by the impradence.of the latter: 
Tt ig cuftomary for the Shach to make pre- 
fents in money, or other things, to all am- 
baffadors, according to the dignity of their 
refpective matters ; and, though no money 
had yet been granted, the unlucky fecretary, 
poor gentleman ! 1 not quite recovered, by 
an unfeafonable and ill advifed claim, pre- 
tended a right to part of the future dgga~ 
tive. The ambaflador, on the contrary, 
- alledged; thiticbe-feceetary. wassentisled to 
nothing from him, except the privilege of 
his table, and provifions for his fervants, 
Both my fituation in the retinue, and an 
indifpofition, prevented my intermeddling 
in this difpute. I only advifed the fecreta~ 
ry to poftpone his claim till fome more fa- 
vourable opportunity. My advice, howe- 
ver, had no effect, for the difference ftill 
increafed, till the fecretary fell fick, and 
was confined to his lodgings, where he died 
faddenly, on the 5th of November. 

This 
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This event was the more melancholy to 
me, In particular, as it was unexpeéted. 
By the death of this gentleman, I was des. 
prived of another worthy friend. He was 
a Saxon by birth ; was candid, honeft, and 
fincere ; and much éfteemed by allehis ac- 
quaintance, for his learning and-eapacity.... 

A few dss after, there arrived at Schamas 
chy a Perfian ambaflador, who had beea in 
France, and had-returned homéward thro’ 
Riffia, “His behaviour in France, and_in 
other places, had been little for the honour 

of his matter, The miniftry at Ifpahan 
had DérfeGe intelligence of his whole con~ 
dua, which he-came to underftand ; and; 
being afraid to undergo a trial at court, 
went direly to the city of Erivan;- the 
place of his: rcfidence when:in his-cowat. 
country, where, as it was reported, he'poi- 
foned himfelf. He had treated a French 
engineer, whom he engaged in the fervice 
of his mafter, fo cruelly, that he died two 


days after coming to Shamacby. 


Vou L ' K . The 
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The 25th, I dined with father Peter Ri- 
card, in company with Monfieur Bourgard, 
a French merchant. This father hath lived 
as a miflionary in different places of Perfia 
for many years: He had ftudied phyfic, 
which he practifed occafionally, and there~ 
by introduced himfelf to an acquaintance 
with. many families of diflin@ion: He is a 
man of a grave and fober deportment, 
which procures him great refpe@: He has 
a {mall congregation at this place, confifting 
only of Chriftian Armenians, who have 
been converted from the commmunion:of the. 
Eaftern to the Weftern Church; for itisa 
capital crime to convert a Mahometan, 
Bourgard was employed by the Englith fac. 
tory at Ifpahan, to buy raw filks here to 
be fent to Aleppo. : 

The ambafflador fent a prefent to the 
chan, of fables, and other rich furs, of con- 
fiderable value ; and had, in return, a fine 
horfe, with a faddle, bridle, and other trap- 
pings, mounted with gold. 

Some 
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Some time after, there arofe a° difpute 
between the ambaflador and the chan, a~ 
bout the Shach’s gratuity ; the firft thought 
the fum offered was too fmall, while the 
latter affirmed he had no authority for a 
greater allowance. The determination of 
this affair detained us longer than we in~ 
tended to ftay ; however, in the mean time, _ 
camels and horfes were ordered to be got 
ready. After many mefflages on both fides, 
theschan, unwilling to let the Ambaflador 
depart unfatisfied, fent Monficur Bourgard 
with an offer of ten tomans (a toman is e- 
qual to three pounds Sterling,) a-day, du- 
ting his journey to Ifpahan, and that fum 
for three days only of the time he conti- 
nued at Shamachy: This propofal. was’ at 
Jaft accepted, and the money paid. ‘I fhall, 
before we leave this place, add a” few re- 
marks on the city and its environs. 

Shamachy is fituated in about 40 degrees 
north latitude: It was anciently part of 
Media; but now the capital of an extenfive 
province, called Shirvan, The city ftands 

on 
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on the declivity: of -a hill, ‘inclining to the 
fouth, and.rifes toward the tep in form of 
an amphitheatre: The place is large, but 
the houfes are meanly built, excepting thofe 
of the governour, the chicf magiftrates, and 
a fewrrich merchants; the ftrects are nar- 
row and irregular: The greater part of the 
inhabitants are. Perfians; there is allo a 
confiderable number of Georgians and Ar- 
menians: The vulgar language is Turkish, 
but the people of diftin@ion {peak Perfan. 
The air is more healthy than at places nearer 
tothe eat ee 


Above the town, on the fummit of the hill, 





ftands an high edifice, having many win- 
dows:and a gallery, in which, every day at 
the rifing and fetting of the fun, is held a 
kind of concert of mufic, compofed of long 
trumpets, large drums, and hautboys, which 
make a dreadful found. It is reported, 
that this cuftom is as ancient as the time of 
Alexander the Great. 

There are alfo in the city feveral mofquea, 
yeith Chigh pillars adicining, which the. 


~ moulla 
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moulla or prieft afcends every day at twelve 
o'clock, to call the people to prayers 3" for 
the Mahometans ufe no bells. They have, 
befides, feveral public baths, fome for iien, 
others for the women, to-which both fexes 
refort daily for ablutiog, conformably to 
the law of their religion, The wortiert # 
generally in companies of five or fs, fo 
concealed with a white veil, that nothing 
of them. is. vilible. but -the-eyes and nofe, 
There. are-feveral fpacious caravanferies, 
yery convenient for ftran 





eers Or merchants, 
-Who there expofe their commodities, for 
Ji chPtbey- pay a {mall impoft, - 
‘There is-a“@orifiderable traffick at thig 
place, particularly in raw filk, which is pro- 
Guced in’ the neighbourhood; the greatelt 
part whereof is purchafed by. the Englith ; 
and Dutch fa@orics at Hpahan, ‘and fent'to 





Aleppo ; alfo cotren, which indeed is mofily 
fold co the natives, and confumed in full 
for their own ufe. The country about 
Shamachy, befides many -kinds of fruits, 
produces plenty of wheat, barley; and very 


fine 
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fine grapes, from which the Chriftians make 

very good wine; they keep it in great jars . 
refembling the Florence oil ones, which 
they depofit under ground in their gardens, 
covering them above with a thin ftone, 
neatly pafted about the edges, for the bet- 
ter prefervation of the liquor, When they 
give an entertainment, they fpread carpets 
round the jar, which is generally: placed in 
a thadc, and on thefe the guefts are feated, 
About two miles to the northward of the 
city, ftands a high mountain, named Gui- 
liftan-dagh, ‘whefe are fen The titite-of an. 
ancient caftle, built of ftone ; it appeared 
not to be of Eaftern archite€ture. I could 
procure no information who was the foun- 
der, or by whom it was demolifhed. Ad- 
joining to this mountain is another, on 
which are the tombs of two faints, or he- 
xoes; whither great numbers of devout 
people come annually to worfhip. I ob- 
ferved near thefe tombs, feveral hallowed 
rocks covered with fmail fhells brought hi- 
ther by the worthippers; I obferved like- 
wile, 
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wife, on the common rocks, many fhells 
imprinted and petrified, which pene sery 
extraordinary. ; 

December 4th, all things being prepared 
for our departure, we were furnithed by 
the conduaor, or maymander, with one 
hundred and. fixty camels, and near two 
hundred horfes and mules, on which we 
left Shamachy, travelling along the rifing 
grounds. We halted two days at an Ar« 
menian village, called Kalck-anii. 

‘On the 7th, we defcended into a defert 
plain, called by the Ruffians Mugan, and 
by the Perfians Kurdiftan, At mid-nighe 
we came to fome wells of brackith water, 
where we lodged in fuch tents as are ufed 
by the inhabitants, which were Prepared by 
the conductor, 

We proceeded the roth five gate: toa 
little copfe-wood, where was found tolera- 
ble water, and the rth, arrived at the ri- 
ver Kure, or Cyre, which we paffed on 2 
bridge of boats, and pitched our tents on 

the 
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where the water was very brackifh and 
muddy. The country around appeared 
plain as the fea. 

Setting out early next morning, we tra- 
velled ten agatz, and in the evening reach- 
ed a brook of tolerable water, called Bolgar. 
This was the laft day’s journey in the plain 
of Mugan. The inhabitants, the Kurdy, 
live in tents all the year. The foil is very 
dry and barren, notwithftanding the cattle 
are.in good condition, and the mutton par- 
ticularly very good, 
eu, While we halted about noon, iome Per~ 
fan fportfmen, who, by their drefs, feemed 
perfons of diftin@ion, pitched their tents 
neat ours: They fent thé ambaflador a pre~ 
fent of wild-fowl, and an antelope, The 
ambaflador invited them to have a travele 
ler’s dinner. Three of the gentlemen ac- 
cepted the invitation, but excufed themfelves 
from eating any thing, pretending they had 
already dined ; but it is well known that 
the Mahometans fcruple to eat with Chrif- 
tians; cach of them, however, draak a dith 

Vou, I. I. of 
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After refting the 16th, we travelled next 
day four agatz, to the foot of a veryhigh 
mountain, where we found a few poor tot- 
tages, deferted by their inhabitants on our 
approach, The water was in plenty and 
good, The weather was very cold} and no 
‘fire-wood could be got, except a little we 
brought along with us, One of our people 
Rraggling too near the rocks, was danger- 
oufly wounded with a ftone, thrown’ by 
fome of thefe cottarers who had retired 
thither, On thefe rocks | fiw a creature 

«dike. a goat, called by the Germans Stein- 
buck it is. much bigger than the common 
kind of thefe animals, and its horns are of 
a prodigious fize. 

The 18th, we advanced five agatz far~ 
ther; and the 19th, feven-agatz, to a large 
village, called Katchoochana, where the 
Chan of Mugan has a good houfe. The 
weather being cold and frofty, we continued 
here all the 20th. : 

The 2sft, we travelled five agatz, toa 
village under a great mountain, where was 


a 
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a water mill for- grinding corn, the firft 
machine of that fort I faw in Perfia. 

The 22d, we came toa fmal! town called 
Aggar. The kalentar ordered the citizens 
to arm and oppofe our entry; and, not- 
withflanding the remonftrances of our con- 
ductor, ke perfifted unalterable in his pur- 
pofe, affirming he had no order to admit 
fuch a body of armed men. He did not 
however refufe us provifions, wood and 
water, for money. We were therefore o- 
bliged to content ourfelves with thefe, and 
lodge in our tents en-am-opeb -fieldj-in. cold 
weather. 

Next day we proceeded two or three a- 
gatz, to a large populous village, where the 
people, in imitation of thofe at Aggar, af 
fembled in arms, and barricadoed ail their 
entries, refufing us admittance ; they beat . 
our quarter- mafler, a Perfian officer belong- 
ing to the conducior, for offering to force 
his way into the place. We therefore lodged 
again in the open air. They fent out fome. 
‘fire-wood, and whatever eife they could 

: {pare. 
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{fpare. TI muft confefs I could fearce blame 
thefe people for their behaviour ; becaufe, 
had we been admitted, the inhabitants muft 
all have left their own houfes; and where 
could a parcel of poor women and children 
have found fhelter in fuch extremity of 
cold, . : 

The 2..th, we continued our journey be. 
tween two great mountains, where the 
north wind was very piercing. We paffed 
an old ruinous caravanfery, and arrived in 
the evening at an empty village, which the 
natives had forfook the day before. All 
next day we halted, being Chriftmafs, 

The 26th we marched about four agatz, 
to another village. The inhabitants were 
fo hotpitable as to afford us lodging, but: 
charged dear for every thing we needed, 
efpecially wood, which was bought at the 
rate of three-pence for feven pounds, 

On the 27th we travelled over exceeding 

“high mountains, from whence, I was told 
by av Armenian merchant in our company, 
might be fecn, in a clear day, the top of 

the 
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the aie mount Ararat, called by the Per- 
‘fis. Aggry, by the Armenians Mefiin; 
the Fisiat is conftantly covered with fnow, 
and often with a cloud: It is the higheft 
of all that chain of mountains in Armenia, 
on which we then flood. 

How far my information might be true, 
T cannot determine ; but certain it is, that 
when the Armeniang fee’ this Sea, 
they make a fign of the crofs, and ‘ay their: 
prayers, as is their cuftom, aa they ap- 
proach any place which they efteem facred. 

“Yn the evertingy We atvived At HPC Py of 
Tauris, Terris, ov Tebris, as it is pronounced 
by fome, The ambaffador was met, about 
half a mile from the-place, by the kalentar, 
and chief officers, who, after the common 
falutations, condu@ed him to his lodgings, 
Our baggage was depofited in a large cara- 
vanfery in the neighbourhood, 
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Occurrences during our flay at* Tau- 
ris: Our journey thence to Upa- 
han 


F 7 SAURIS | isa large and populous city, 
the capital of the province of that 


“naméjvand. the refidence of the chan, Tt 
is fituated in a fruitful plain, erlcompafled 
by the high rocks of mount Tauris, about 
ten days journey from Shamachy, and 
twenty-five from Ifpahan'; I mean. toa - 
caravan. It is fuppofed to be the ancient 
metropolis of Media. It is fill of confi- 
derable extent ; but not near what it has 
been. There are yet to be feen many cu- 
rious. remains of ancient grandeur; parti- 
cularly an old temple, converted into a 
mofque, — 
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mofque, now neglegfed and ruinous. The 
roof is fupported by many flately pillars of 
porphyry, almoft entire, fome whereof are 
of a greenith colour, with other colours and 
veins of gold interfperfed. The propor- 
tions feemed to be regular; and the works 
manfhip very fine and curious. In fhort, 
Iam unable to defcribetthe fymmetry and 
beauty of thefe pillars, and. wondet how 
they have efcaped the fury of fo many 
barbarians. It is no lefs furprifing where 
were got fuch _mafly pieces of marble, {ee- 
ing ‘nothing hike tédy as sew tose found 
in this country. Thefe particulars demon- 
firate the ancient grandeur and riches of 
~ this place. It is, however, a déplorable 
truth, that this country in general hath 
undergone fo many revolutions fince the 
time of Alexander the Great, her firft.con- 
queror,’ that, a few places “excepted, the 
prefént names, and defcriptions of cities 
and provinces, bear almoft no refemblance 
to thofe-of antiquity, fo that one can fearce 
imagine them accounts of the fame places: 
To 
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To fuch a degree hath time and barbarous 
invaders changed the appearances of things. 
Fire and fword have raged to deftroy mag- 
nificent cities ; ftately temples and palaces 
are demolifhed ; whole provinces depopu- 
lated ; and fruitful fields converted’ into a 
defert, by diverting the fprings, or turning 
the rivers that watered them into other 
channels. Such are the confequences of 
lawlefs ambition on the fineft_produétions 

_ of nature-and art. The laft is a circum- 
ftance to which few countries are fo much 
expoled as Perfia; for in the inland part 
of it there, i is almoft no rain, which obliges 
the inhabitants to water all their vegetables 
from fprings and brooks, They often 
convey even rivers feveral leagues, in than- 
nels under ground, for this purpofe; - The 
dew indeed is very plentiful, but would-be 
infutlicient of itfelf for the purpofes of ye- 
getation. 

The ftreets of Tauris are narrow and ir- 
regular. The houfes are built with bricks 
made of mud, mixed with chopped ftraw, 

“Vand M and 
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and dried in the fun ; the governour’s pa~ 
lace indeed, and a few more houfes, are 
built of ftene, and make a good: appear- 
ance, The roofs are generally flat, and 
covered with a terrace. The walls are 
white-wafhed on the infide, and look very 
white and clean. The floors of every 
houfe are {pread with carpets, or mats, ac- 
cording to the circumftances of the inha~ 
bitants. The people of diftinion have 
great halls of audience in their outer 
spurte tehed with Alar bricks, which 
‘This is done ata {nal erences and ms ie 
avery tine how, 

There are feveral well built mofques, 
with flately minorets, or pillars, which the 
inouila afcends to call the people to pray- 

_ers; alfo an high building for the mufic, 
that plays evening and morning, as men- 
tloned at Shamachy. ‘There are alfo fome 
large caravanferies ; fo that no flranger 
can be at a lofs for lodging at a fimall ex- 
pence. The city is quite open, having no 

caftle, 
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caftle, or fortification to defend it. Indeed 
one would imagine the defert mountains, 
fearcity of water, and other obftruions, 
would be a fufficient defence againft ai! in- 
vafions: The fury of the Turks, however, 
in their wars with Perfia, furmounted all 
thefe obftacles. 

Tauris is fupplied with water from a 
brook, ¢alled Shankuy, which runs through 
the city, and fome fprings in the neighbour- 
hood. ‘The inhabitants are moftly Perfi- - 
ans, though there are among tiem many 
Asmenians, They have a conliderable 
commerce in raw-filk, and manufadtories 
of carpets, and filk and cctton ftuffs. They 
have great crops of wheat and barley, when 
at the trouble and expence of watering the 
fields: But their principal fupport is rice, 
brought from the province of Guilan, 
where it grows very plentifully 5 for this 
kind of grain, which of all other thrives 
beft on wet land, agrees wonderfully with 


that rich moift foil near the Cafpian Sea, 
The 
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The Capuchin miffionaries have a con- 
vent at this place for the ufe, of the Arme- 
nians of the Roman Catholic profeffion ; 
which is fuperintended by two fathers of 
that order. 

Aboat a league from the city, on the 
ved to Ifpahan, are feen the ruins of a 
bridge, on. the top of a hill, where, I be- 
lieve, no water has run fince the deluge. 
rt is faid that it was built by a whimfical 
prieft, in order to introduce himfelf to the 
King, Shach Abbafs, who could not avoid 
taking fhaticé, when he patted ttiiraeg, of 
fuch an extraordinary appearance. : 

About four or five leagues from Tauris, 
in a plain called Roomy ; there are feveral 
Springs of water that petrify wocd, and, I - 
have been informed, even reptiles, {uch as 
lizards, One thing is certain, that, after a 
ftagnation of this water, for a certain time, 
there is a fubftance like marble found at 
the bottom, which the Perfians cut into any . 
breadth or length at pleafure. 1 have feen 
of it two or three inches thick... It is eafily 

polithed, 
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polithed, and is diaphanous, but not tran{~ 
parent. After fawing it into flabs, they 
fix them for windows in their bagnios and 
private apartments. Perhaps, it is not im- 
probable, the large pillars, formerly men- 
tioned, might be hewn out of this kind of 
marble. 7 

During our ftay at Tauris, little material 
happened, The weather continued very 
cold, which, together with want of horfes 
and. camels, detained us longer than we 
expected. L could not but pity the poor 
people of this place 5 the cold was fo ex- 
ceidste,,.and bread, and other neceflaries fo 
dear, that, 1 was informed, many of them 
perithed in the ftreets. 

January 2d, 1717; Monfieur Ricard, 2 
French Jefuit, arrived, in -his-way- to Ifpa- 
han, with fome letters from Rome to the 
Sophy. . He fent Monficur Duffus, one of 
his retinue, with his compliments to our 
ambaflador. 

The Chan being abfent, the Vizir, who 
te hte Wentenant. came the 6th. in great 
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fate, to vifit the ambaffador 3 who, on the 
rith, returned the compliment, attended 
with all his retinue. He was received in a 
magnificent hall, fpread with fine carpets, 
There was a feat placed for the ambaffador ; 
but the reft of the company fat crots-legged 
on the carpets, in the Perfian manner. 

The 20th there was a great fall of fhow, 
which very much foftened the cold piercing 
northerly winds. 

The 23d, having, with great difficulty, 
procured horfes and camels, we left Tauris, 
and travelled two agatz” “thFough “Heep 
fnow, which incommoded us not a little; 
particularly on account of the camels, who 
cannot bear deep roads. 

The 24th and 2sth, the roads were im- 
paflable. I faw here a male camel trample 
one of his kéepers under his feet : For, at 
this feafon, when the females are rutting, 
the males are very furious and ungovern- 
able, and muft be managed with great cau- 


tion, 


The 
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The 26th, we travelled two agatz, toa 
fpacious well-built caravanfery, founded 
by Shach Sephy, fufficient to contain fome 
hundreds of men and horfes. Here we’ 
halted fome time, and proceeded in the af- 
ternoon five agatz farther. In this, day’s 
journey you have the choice of two roads, 
both leading to Ifpahan ; one through the 
cities of Ardeville and Cafbin, and the o- 
ther by Zengan and Sultany ;. the laft 
whereof we choofed, being fomewhat 
fhorter. 

Ardeville is reported to bea very fine 
plaice ; and is famous for the monuments 
of Shach Sephy the firft, and other Perfian 
princes and heroes, efteemed for their vir- 
tue and piety. A great many devout people 
come from ail parts of the county. to wor- 
fhip at thefe tombs, where a confiderable. 
charity is daily diftributed to the poor pil- 
grims ; to fuppert which, there is a fund | 
' fettled by the King, with proper officers 
appointed to fuperintend the management 
af it, and prevent frauds. I wanted much - 
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to vifit this place, but found it impradti- 
cable. 

The 27th, we advanced three agatz, 
through deep f{now, to a caravanfery built 
of bricks. We were at no lofs for water 
while the fnow lay upon the ground. The 
next day we reached a large village, called 
Kara-China, inhabited by Perfians and Ar- 
menians. About a mile from the place we 
were met by an Armenian prieft, attended 
by a company of country people, who came 
to welcome us as fellow Chriftians. One 
of them carried a. painted::cracifizyargifed 
on a long pole ; others played on flutes and 
hautboys, and other mufical inftruments, 
to which one or two perfons kept time, by 
beating two thin brafs plates againft each 
other ; and many of them fung hymns 
and pfalms. In this manner they accom- 
panied us to our lodgings, where we were 
better accommodated than we had been 
hitherto. We received from thefe people, 
in particular, very good wine and grapes, 
which they preferve, through the winter 


by 
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by hanging them in dry and open pla- 
ces. 

About this time many of our people had 
fore eyes, and {welled faces, caufed by the 
ftrong refleétion of the fun-beams fron: the 
fnow. The Perfians themfelves are liable 
to the fame diforders. As a remedy, they 
wear a fillet of net-work, made of black 
horfe hair, over their eyes, which I found, 
by experience, altogether effeCtual, 

The.1ft, we fet out early, and travelled 
four agatz, to Tuskoma, a large village. 
The {now continued very deep. Here we 
were obliged to wait for our camels, fome 
cf which did not arrive till next day. 

Yebruary 2d, we -travelled eight agatz 
to alittle town called Mianna, where isa 
caravanfery for horfes only. Here: we.bu- 
ried another of our people. : 

The qth, after two henrs march, we 
pafled a river, over which is a fine ftone- 
bridge, ftanding under an high mountain, 
called Kaplanton. Leaving that place, we 


faw, on the left hand, the ruins of aa old 
Vor. t, N fortifi- 
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fortification, We repaffed the river on 
another ftone-bridge ; thence to a caravan- 
fery, called Tzamatura, and at night reach- 
ed another, called Sartzam, being eight 
agatz from Mianna. Here we halted tll 
our camels arrived; the greateft part 
whereof came not before next day. We 
perceived the depth of the fnow to leffen 
daily, as we advanced to the fouth. 

The 7th, we travelled five agatz to a 
- {mall town named Zengan, where we lod- 
ged in a good caravanfery. The Sultan, or 
whief. magiftrate; waited: omnes) sagaye | us 
a friendly and hofpitable reception, He 
has under his jurifdiGion both this place 
and Sultany ; at each he refides half the 
year by turns. 

Here.we met a Ruffian merchant, who 
liad about fifteen or twenty camels loadeh 
with various kinds of merchandile,, going 
to. Bucharia. 

_ We halted two days, on account of the 
deep fnow in this neighbourhood ; and the. 
oth, after travelling fix agatz, came to 

Sultany. 
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Sultany. This place is at prefent fmall 
and inconfiderable, though it appears to 
have been a great and famous city in for- 
mer times. There are ftill to be {cen fe- 
veral ftately mofques and minorets ; one 
of thefe mofques is the tomb of a Perfian 
prince, called Chudabendie, which has a 
brafs gate of lattice work, feemingly of 
great antiquity. In the fame mofque is 
the tomb of Sultan Bajazat, fon to Chuda~ 
bendie. 

On the rath, we travelled four agatz to 
a village, where we fail all night; and 
the 13th, three agatz to another, through 
decp fnow, which prevented our proceed- 
ing next day. , 

The 15th, we travelled five agatz, and 
the 16th four, to a large village: called 
Guiga Zayn. At this place a Roffian 
youth applied to the ambaflador for free- 
dom and protection. He had been carried 
away by the Tartars, from fome of the 
fouthern provinces of Ruffia, and was fold 
fome years before in Perfia, He was for- 

: ced 
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ced to turn Mahomeran’; had-‘almoft for- 
got his mother tongue; and-was obliged 
io explain himfelf by an interpreter, The 
ambaflador afforded him the protection he 
fought. His matter claimed either his flave 
or the money he had paid for him; neither 
of which demands could be granted. 

The 18th, we artived at Sexabbatt, a vil- 
lage four agatz from the former, where 
we quartered that night, and refted all the 


next day. 

The 20th, we advanced three agatz to 
| Arazati, a Tat! vilage. Thi? at — 
ing much pefered with frong gangs of 


highway-men, we marched with great cir~ 
eumfpeiion ; and in the night the baggage 
was guarded, both by our own people: and 
the condutor’s foldiers, 

The arf, after a journey of three hours, 
we came to an old caravanfery, called Id- 
joop, where we refted 3 then advanced four 
agatz to another, called Kockera, fituated in 
an extenfive plain, The fnow was now 
altogether gone, and the water at this place 


very 
® 
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very bad. In an upper room of tlil-cara- 
vanfery, I faw the names of many Furo= 
peans cut on the wall, in different lan- 
guages : among which was that of Olea- 
rius, fecretary to the Holftein ambafladors, 
who publithed a very exact account of that 
fruitlefs embaffy. 

The 22d of February we fet out very” 
early, and in three hours reached Denggie, 
a caravanfery, where we halted, for refrefh- 
ment ;. and at night arrived at Saba, or Sa- 
va, feven agatz from Kockcra. 

Saba appears, from many ruins, to have 
been a place of great note. It ftands in a 
fruitful and extenfive plain, which produ- 
ces all forts of fruit natural to the climate, 
particularly pomegranates, the largeft [have 
feen. The trees were now in full bloom, 
and had a very fine appearance. Some 
years ago, this place was almoft ruined by 
adeluge. It has been repairing ever fince, 
but is ftill far from its former condition. 

The 24th, our road lay through a defert 
and barren plain, abounding with faltpetre. 

, We 
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We travelled fix agatz to Jeffrabatt, a new 
caiavanfery ; and the 29th, five agatz, to 
the town of Koom. 

About two leagues from Keom we faw 
a round hill to the left, called in Turkifh 
Gedeen-Gedmaze, which fignifics, that, 
whoever goes up never returns; which, 
the Perfians fay, was the fate of a page fent 
up by Shach Abbafs, with a lighted torch 
in his hand. However this be, it is cer- 
tainly no eafy matter to afcend this place ; 
becaufe the whole hill confifts of fand, 
which is thifted from -place.to place_by the 
wind, and muft foon tire whoever attempts 
to climb it, 

Koom is reckoned among the chief towns 
in Perfia, and is the refidence of a chan. It 
is firuated in a fertile plain, well watered 
by a pretty large river, over which is a 
fine ftone-bridge. ‘ In the town is a {pa- 
cious caravanfery, and feveral well buile 
mofques and minorets. One of thefe 
mofques is highly efeemed by the Perfians, 
becaufe of the fepulchre of Shach Sephy 

and 
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and his fon Shach Abbafs the Second, and 
that of Sidy Fathima, grand-daughter to 
their prophet Mahomet. Thefe tombs are. 
much frequented by pilgrims, from all parts 
of Perfia, who refort hither once a year, to 
pay their devotions; and arc fupported by 
a fund appropriated to that purpofe. 
Before you reach the mofque, you pafs 
through three neat courts; and, in the 
middle of the fourth, where the mofque 
ftands, there is a large bafon of clear water, 
Above the gate are engraven, in gilt letters, 
the names cr the deceafed princes, with 
fome verfes in their praife. The monu- 
ment. of Sidy Fathima ftands in the front 
of the building, cacompaffed with a grate 
work of pure filver, very valuable. To 
each of the princes are confecrated magni- 
ficent apartments, where the priefts read 
the Koran night and day. 
s allo a place of refuge for debt. 
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ors, and unfortunate people, wlio arc main- 
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are daily diftributed tothe poor. Few Chrif- 
tians are admitted into this facred place. 
The ambaffador, however, with a few of 
the retinue, obtained this favour. Koom is 
famous for manufacturing the beft blades, 
in all Perfia, for fabres and poinards, 

The 27th, we travelled from Koom, five 
agatz to Kaffim-abbat, a confiderable vil- 
lage, where we lodged. The weather now 
began to be fo hot, that we could travel 
only in the merning and evening. 

On tife28th, after travelling fix agatz, 
we came to. Sisnbzyn,;-another. village. 
Here our hunt(man caught a porcupine, 
and brought it home alive. 

March 1ft, we arrived at a place called 
Kafhan, fix agatz from the former. At 
fome diftance, we were met by the doroga, 
or judge, attended by about fifty horfemen. 
He came to falute the ambaflador, and con- 
duéted him to his lodgings. The houfe be- 
longed to the Shach, and was pleafantly 
fituated in the middle of a fine garden, 
planted with various kinds of fruit trees. 


Kafhan 
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Kafhan is a large and populous city. It_ 
is ficuated in a fertile plain, which fecures 
pienty of all neceffaries, and contains ‘féve- 
ral well built mofyues and caravanferies. 
The market-place is well furnifhed with 
merchandife of different kinds. The com~- 
ron manufatures of Perfia are found 
here, viz. filk and cotton ftuffs, carpets, be- 
fides fome other articles, which make this 


a place of confiderable trade. oe 

This city is much peftered..With fcor- 
pions, efpeciaily the black kind, reckoned 
the moft venemous. Their fting proves 
mortal in a few days, nity, even hours, if 
proper remedies be not applied. The cure 
ufed by the Perfians is, to anoint the wound 
with the oil of thefe animals, extra@ed by. 
frying. Of this oil they have generally 
a quantity in referve. If it is wanting, 
they bruife any f{corpion, and apply it to 
the part affected, Either of thefe reme- 
dies, taken in due time, feldom fail of fuc- 
cefs. The Perfians have fuch a dread of 
thefe creatures, that, when provoked by a- 

Vor. I, oO ny 
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ny perfon, they with a Kafhan fcorpion 
may fing him. They are the more ter- 
rible, as few houfes are free from them 5 
for moft of the floors being of earth, 
and covered with carpets or mats, be- 
low thefe the fcorpions find or make holes 
tor themfelves, where they Jurk unfeen. 
They do not, indeed, often hurt, unlefs 
touched fuddenly, It is advifeable for all 
travellers to examine diligently the place 
where they are to flecp, before they go 
to bed. As the fcorpion is well known, 
it will be unneceflary to fay any more of 

it. ial 
The sth, we reached Buzabbatt, five a- 
gatz from Kafhan. The weather was very 
hot. At this place I faw a creature called 
the ftellio, or tarantula, and by the Perfians 
inkureck. It isin thape and fize fomewhat 
like a large fpider, but overgrown with 
hair. I was informed that it neither ftings 
nor bites, but drops its venom upon the 
fkin, which is of fuch a nature that it im~ 
mediately penetrates into the body, and 
caufes 
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caufes dreadful fymptoms ; fuch as giddi- 
nefs of the head, a violent pain in the fto- 
mach, and a lethargic ftupifaGion, The 
remedy, as in the former cafe, is the appli+ 
cation of the fame animal, when bruifed, to 
the part, by which the poifon is extracted. 
They alfo ‘make the patient drink abua- 
dance of fweet milk, after which he is pat 
in a kind of tray, fufpended by ropes fixed 
in the four. cortrérs’; “it-is turned round ‘till 
the ropés are twifled hard together 3 and, . 
when let go at once, the untwining caufes 
the bafket to run round, with a quick mo- 

tion, which forces the patient to vomit, 
They alfo make them dance to mufical. 
infruments, which the fick perfon fome~ 
times does, of his ‘own accord, till he drops 
down upon the fpot. One of thefe terrible® 
creatures happened to fall out of the ciel- 
ing upon my hand, as J was going one 
night to bed; I fhool: it off inftantaneouf- 
iy, without receiving the leaft harm. E- 
very thing near was moved, and fearched 
for it, but to no purpole, there being many 
holes 
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holes in the floors Tt may eafily be ima= 
pened dat apprehenfion would aad ay 
jleeping much that night. wes 

The 6th, wetiravelled five or fix agatz- 
to Kakabbatt; and the next day fives” 
to Nattance, a finall town fituated under 
fome high mountains. Here the Shach 
has 4 pretty little palace, with gardens, 
fountains of fine water, “and. -cafcades. 
We lodged in the palace. The jackals 
were fo bold, that they . howled un- 
 “dertthe veins allth 


carried of fome of “6 


ni he jong, and: 












top of am stain, uear this place, ftands 
a high tower, built by Shach coe which 
is feensat a great diftance.. fos 
The 8th, we left Nattanee, and in three | 
hours paffed a fine honfe, with gardens, 
built by Shach Abbafs, and fituated by it- 
felf inva pleafant plain. ~ About three hours. 
after, we came to Tutrin, an old caravan- 
fery, where we lodged. The heat increafed 
daily” as we advanced to the fouth. . Fhe 
oih, we reached Ruck, eight agatz. diftant 
: from 
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from Tutrin, and four hours journey from 
the city of pahan. a 
The roth, being the vernal equinox, 
when the new year commences among the 
Perfians, we halted all day. In the even~ 
ing, thirty fine horfes, with rich furniture, 
were fent from. the Shach’s ftables to the 
ambafador. Some of the bridles were or- 
wamernted with gold, others with filver. 
Two lions were brought -by a Perfan to be 
fhown: tothe ambaffador. Ghey were led 
into a court-yard, and let loofe upon a 
goat; but, infiead of the goat, they ran at 





“"?Sme_of our people, who narrowly efcaped, 
by getting into a houfe, and shutting the 
doors. It feems the fight of fo many ftran- 
gers had frightened them ; for the keeper 
himfelf with difficulty chained them, and 
one of them even bit his hand. 

The rith, we advanced two agatz, to 
Pavilett-abbatt, a village. 

On the morning of the 13th, the May~- 
mander Batha, or chief conductor, arrived 

with | 


a 
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with many attendants. In the evening we 
mounted, and, being accompanied with a 
numerous train of courtiers, and other peo- 
ple, we travelled two agatz to the, fuburbs 
of the city, where we lodged in a palace 
called Tuchtzy, belonging to the Shach. 

The 14th, in the morning, came a num- 
ber of horfes fuficient for the ambaffador 
and all his train; this being the day ap- 
pointed for our public entry. 

About noon, the Maymander Batha re- 
turned, to conduét the ambaflador to his 
lodgings in the city. He was attended by 
many perfons of diftin@ion. 

After noon, we mounted, and entered 
the city. We paffed through many ftreets 
crowded with fpectators, as were alfo the 
tops of the houfes, It was faid that the 
Sophy himfelf was at a window, incognito, 
with fome of his ladies. Curiofity had cau- 
fed fuch a crowd, that, had not the way 
been cleared by the Perfian guards, it 
would have been impoffible for us to pafs 

along. 
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along. At laft, we reached the end of our 

journey ; a noble palace, in the middle. of 
the-city, with a parden, three courts, and 
apartments fufficient for the ambaflador and 

all his retinue. 


~The Order of the Entry. 


‘An officer, 
Three dragroons, 
A kettle-drum. 
- Four trumpets, 
Thirty dragoons, three a-breaft, with drawn 
Swords. 
_ Six {pare horfes, with fumptuons trappings.. 
: The fteward,. 
Twelve footmen, 
Two pages. 
Three footmen. 
Two interpreters, 
Two hey-dukes in Hungarian habits, 


The 
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The ambaflador,, with the maymander, 
> . Bafha, and interpreter. 
The prieft and one gentleman, 
Myfelf and one gentleman. 
Two clerks. 


Faulconers, huntfmen, &c. 
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CHAP Vi 


. cy : 
Occurrences during our Stay at Lf 


paban. 


PETE rsth, the agents of the Englith 

i and Dutch factories, viz. Mr Coppin 
the Englith agent, fent Meffieurs Batfon 
and Reynardfon, the Dutch agent likewife 
fent two gentlemen of their ae to 
falute the amb affador. 

The i6th, the Moymander Bafha invited 
the ambaffador to an audience of the Etma- 
dowlett, or prime miniftcr, which he would 
not comply with, till he had an audience 
of the Shach, and delivered his credentials, 
though it is ufual firft to take sn audience 

Vou. 1. P of 
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of that minifter. This day I vifited the 
Englith factory, where I met with a friend- 
ly reception. 

On the 27th was a great fall of rain, 
fuch as had not been at Mpahan for feven 
years: It was the caufe of great joy in this 
fultry dry climate, though to me it feemed 
nothing extraordinary. 

April 1ft, 1 went to Julffa to fee a friend, 
accompanicd by Mr Batfon. Itis a large 
place in the fuburbs, inhabited by Armé= 
nians, who have the free exercife of the 
Chriftian teligion. “Or the: sothy. 1 dined 
at the Dutch houie, the weather very hot... 

May 4th, the ceremonial part of the am- 
baffador’s introduction to the Shach being 
previoufly agreed on, he was this day to 
have his firft audience, In the morning 
horfes-were fent from the King’s ftables, 
all. of them magnificently equipped, with 
grooms to attend them; many (of the fad- 
dies and bridles were garnifhed with gold 
and filver, 

We 
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We marched in the fame order.as at our 
entry above mentioned, only the dragoons 
had not their fwords drawn. After pafling 
through feveral ftreets, we came 0 ‘the 
great market place, called Bazar, and then. 
to a gate called Alla-capy, i. e. God’s-gate, 
where we difmounted. Acrofs this gate is 
hung’a chain, and none are permitted to 
enter on horleback except the Shach him- 
felf, .We walked through the guards, 
drawn up on‘each fide, to an inner court, 
and thence to an arched gate, furrounded 
with benches, and fpread with carpets. 
“ ¥ere the ambaflador was defired to fit 

down till the Shach was ready to rece. 
him. We waited at leaft two hours, du-, 

ring which time, all the minifters of fates 
and officers of the houfehold, paffed us in 
great ftate; after them came a large. ‘ele- 
phant, mounted by his keeper, and adorned 
with gold and filver fluff ; then two large 
lions, led by their keepers with chains of 
_maffly gold. 
; Whea 
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Whe this patade was over; an officer ins 
formed the ambaffador that the Shach wait- 
ed for him: Whereupon, proceeding imme= 
diately through the gate, we entered a fpa-" 
cious garden. The firft thing that prefent- 
ed, was a noble view of. twenty horfes 
Randing in a row, richly caparifoned, ha- 
ving all their faddles and bridles ornament- 
ed with gold and filver, and fome of them 
fet with faphizes, emeralds, and other pre- 
cious flones, of great value; the horfes 
were all tied to a rope fixed to the ground, 
at the extrémities, by 2 ftakecofqpald,near 
which iny a mallet cf the fame metal for 
Griving it, according to the cuftom of Per 
fia; the hind-feet were alfo faftened to a 
rope, to prevent kicking ; this is an excel< 
lent precaution, for, tho’ they were all ftoned 
horles, they could neither hurt one another, 
nor any thing elfe; the chains that bound 
their hind-feet, with the ftakes, and mallets, - 
were alfo of gold. The Perfian horfes are 
well managed, neither do I think them fo 
vicious as thofe in Enrope; whether they 

are 
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are naturally more gentic I fhalinot de~ 
termine, perhaps it is intirely owing terthe 
milder treatment of their grooms. At each 
end of the row ftood a large veilel of gold 
full of water, for the horfes to drink. 
Approaching nearer to the hall of audi- 
ence, we pafled the two lions, chained to 
the ground, one on each fide of the paflage; 
near them were placed two bafons of gold, 
filicd. with water: for -drink; next to the 
lions ftood the elephant, with his keeper on 
der patied, both 





Itis back, As the am! 
the lions couched, and the étenhaat bent 
hissfore-knee, at a word pronounced by 
ihe keepers, oe ? 

We now turned to thé left, and had a full 
view of the hali of audience, about an hun- 
dred yards diftant. it feemed to ftand:by 
itfelf in the middle of the garden; it is 
indeed contiguous to the feraglio on the 
fouth, but is quite open to the north... Be- 
fore the entry isa large fountain of pure 
water, which {prings upward in three pipes, 

and 
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and fails into a bafon filled with rofes, jef= 
famine, and many other firie flowers. 
When we came to the ftair, we were de- 
fired to put off our flippers, and our fervants 
were no further admitted. The ambaflador 
only and fix of his retinue (among whom 
I was) entered the hall. We afcended by 
eight fteps of: marble, the whole breadth 
of the hall. From the roof hung a canvafs, 
which was ftretched out over the ftair, and 
fhaded the whole infide of the edifice, The 
hall is a fpacious {quare building, with a 
tertace roof; the ‘cieling” is véry-meenifi= 
eent, being all arched, and fet with mir- 
rors of different magnitudes till within 
three feet of the floor, which is quite co- 
vered with filk carpets, interwoven with 
branches and foliage of gold and filver.. In 
the middle were two bafons, into which fe- 
veral pipes, each about eight feet high, 
fpouted water, which, falling upon roles 
and other flowers, has a fine effe@ on 
ahot day. The farther end of the hall is 


a femicircle; here fat the Shach upon a 
fofa,’ 
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fofa, raifed about a foot from the floor, 
which was elevated four. fleps above-the 
reft of the hall: He was attended by twenty 
eunuchs ; one carried his fabre, another his 
bow, a third the quiver with arrows, a 
fourth the calianne, or tobacco-pipe; fo that 
each had his office of ftate. 

The ambaffador was received in the hall 
by the mafter of the ceremonies, called I{h- 
aggan Batha, to be. by him introduced to 
the Shach. He continued fitting upon his 
fofa, with his legs acrofs, while all his ‘mi~ 
nifters of {tate ftood in their places, cioth- 
ed .magnificently in their robes; which 
they never wear except on folemn days ; 
and, when thefe are over, they leave them. 
in a wardrobe at court, appointed for keep- 
ing them. I maft confefs the appearance 
was very fplendid, and put me in mind of 
the accounts left us by the ancients, of the 
magnificence of the Kings of Perfia, 

At our entry into the hall, we were ftop- 
ped about three minutes at the firft foun- 
tain, in order to raife the greater refped; 


the 
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Etmadowlett, in very obliging terms. He 
then inquired after his Czarith Majefty’s 
health, and afked feveral queftions about 
the Swedith war, and whether the ambaf- 
fador had fuffered any hardfhips on the 
road during fo long a journey? To all 
which he returned anfwers fuitable to the 
oceafion, At laft he was defired to take his 
feat, to which he was led by the mafter of 
the ceremonies: It was-about a foot high, ° 
and -placed:at‘the-diftance of ten yards from 
the King. A little behind the ambaflador 
’ were placed his attendants, on feats nearly 
“of the fame height. During all this cere= 
mony, mufic played, confifting of a variety 
of inftruments, which are not unharmoni- 
ous, and the mufti, or high prieft, read, 
without intermiffion, chapters of the Koran: 
Before the ambailador was feated, the 
prefents ffom his Czarith Majefty to the 
Sophy, carried by fifty men, were brought | 
to the entry, and received by the proper 
officers: ‘They confifted of fables, and other 
valuable furs, falcons, a variety of fine tea, 
Vou. Q mufical 
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mufical clocks, gold watches fet in dia~ 
monds, &c, : 

* As foon as the ambaflador had taken his 
feat, all the minifters of ftate fat down. on 
their hams, on both fides of the hall, in 
rows; for none are allowed to fit crofs 
legged in prefence of f the Sophy. 

There. was:now placed before the com- 
pany little tables, on which were fet all 
kinds of fweat-meats and confections; and 
before the ambaffador was laid a golden 

_calianne, or tobacco-pipe, which the Per- 
fians Yeckon wa high TNAHCe OE refpeat. 

The mufic continued playing, and the 

_mufti fill continued reading ; but every 
thing elfe was very filent. Several meflages 
palled between the King and the ambafla- 
dor, by means of the mafter of the ceremo- 
nies, and our interpreter. The King {poke 
the Perfian language, and the ambaflador 
the Ruffian, while the other two ufed the 
‘Furkith. ' 
In the mean time, fome pure water, with 
a bit of ice in it, was brought in golden ba~ 
fons 
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fons to drink. About an hour ‘fter, vic- 
tuals'‘were brought by a number of fer-. 
vants, who carried them on their heads, in, 
large {quare bafkets. Firft the Shach was 
ferved, and next the ambaflador with his 
retinue; then all the officers: of ftate that 
fat in the hall. The grand fteward of the 
houfehold waited on the King, and his af- 
fiftants on the reft of the company, accord- 
ing to their different ranks. At the fame. 
time our fervants ‘were entertained in the 
garden. 

The entertainment confilled moflly of 
‘different kinds of rice boiled with butter, 
fowls, mutton, ‘oiled and roafted lamb. 
The whole was ferved in large gold or 
china difhes, and placed in the bafkets, 
which ftood cn a long cloth: fpread above 
the carpet. The difhes were interfperfed 
with faucers filled with aromatic herbs, 
fugar, and vinegar. But, according to the 
cnftem of the country, we had neither 
‘napkins, fpoons, knives, nor forks; for 
the Shach himfelf eat with his fingers, and 

every 
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every one followed his example. There 
were indeed, befides the common bread, 
fome very large thin cakes, which we ufed 
inftead of napkins, to wipe our fingers. 
They are made of wheat-flour ; the Per- 
fians fometimes eat them; they are not 
difagreeable. Our drink was fherbet, and 
water cooled with ice. Formerly it- was 
ufual, on fuch cecafions, to drink wine, 
and have women to dance and fing, -But 
the prefent Sophy, being a fober and de- 
vout prince, thought:it proper to abolifh a 
cuftom produtive of fo many indecencies, 
and directly contrary to the rules of the 

. Koran. We had therefore only men to 
fing, and no dancing. 

The ambaffador, and all the gentlemen 
who were admitted into the hall, continued 
with their heads covered during all the 
time of the audience. ‘They only, on en- 
zering the royal prefence, uncovered once, 
and bowed to his majefty. ‘ 

When the entertainment was over, the 
ambaffador took his icave, and returned to 
his 
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his lodgings, conducted by the Mayman- 
der Bafha, in the fame manner as in-the 
morning. The ftreets were lined with the 
Sophy’s guards to prevent any inconveni~ 
ence from the vaft crowds of people. 

The fame evening the Shach fent a pre- 
fent to the ambaffador of the golden cali~ 
anne he had ufed at court; it was neatly 
wrought in filigree, and valued at forty or 
fifty pounds Sterling ; alfo twenty large 
dithes of folid gold, filled with variety of 
fweet-meats. Thofe who brought them 
returned immediately, leaving the plate ; 
which remained at the ambaflador’s lodg- 
ings aboye fix weeks.’ All this time it was 
uncertain whether fuch a valuable treafure 
was forgot, or intended as.a prefent. The 

- dithes however were at laft demanded, and 
delivered. They weighed about thirty 
pounds a-piece, but were of mean work- 
manthip, being all beat out with a hammer. 
From this, and many fimilar’ inftances, 
fome conception may be formed of the 


immenfe 
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immenfe riches. whereof. the Sophy i is pof= 
feffed. . 

The Shach’ $ name is Hoffein ; -he is a- 
bout thirty years of age, of a middle-fta- 
ture, open countenance, and has a fhort 
black beard. It is faid his legs are remark- 

_ ably fhort, in proportion to his body. He 
is very goad natured, and of a beneficent 
difpofition. He has feveral children by 
different ladies. Tachmaz the oldefty at 
prefent in his minority, feldom appears out 
of the Haram, Huflein himfelf, though a 
“phince AL Fs, -yet’be~ 
ing educated in th ‘ara among the wo- 
men, is little scadatntea with the world, 
and leaves the management of the empire 
wholly to his minifters: In them he places 
an entire confidence ; and they, in their 
turn, perfuade him that it is below his dig- 
nity to attend to. any public affairs what 
ever. At this very time there was a formi- . 
dable rebellion begun at Chandahar, a” 
ftrong town on the borders of India, by 
Mery-Mahmut, an enterprifing and pow- 

erful 
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erful chief, who took ad vantinge:, of the 
weaknefs of the prefent adminiftrationy:. 

The Pgrfian miniftry neglected and det 
pifed thefe rebels, threatening, in their file, 
to fend fome troops to cut them all to pie~ 
ces. Time hath fhown the vanity of thefe 
high words. I muft obferve that: they 
wanted neither men nor money ; but their 
foldiers were undifciplined, and, above all, 
they had no officers.of: fufficient abilities.to 
command them: © - 

The oth of May, the ambaflador had his 
firtt audience of the Etmadowlct. We 
were conducted in the fame manner as 
when we went+to court. The -entertaiti~ 
ment was likewife of the fame kind, but 
much more magnificent, -The palace was 
grand, and had a fine garden adjoining, 
The Etmadowlett, whofe name is Phataly=- 
chan, was by birth a Georgian, of Chriftian 
parents, but educated in the feraglio. He 
is a tall well-fhaped man, ofa friendly af- 
pect, anda great favourite of the Sophy. 
After we returned home, the Ftmadowlett 

sent 
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fent the ambaflador a prefent of a fine 
horfe, with a faddle and bridle, richly 
mounted, after the Perfian fafhion, and a 
gold calianne, little inferior to that given 
by the Shach. It was reported that no fo- 
reign ambaflador had ever been treated 
with fo much refpect. 

The rith, the ambaflador had a fecond 
audience of the Sophy, at the fame palace 
as formerly, called Tavalea Telear, i, é. the 
palace ‘near the ftables ; it was very fhort, 
day he teceived from the ‘Shatteaprefent' 
of fome excellent Sherras wine, and a gold 


and no entertainment was given. Next 


bottle, that contained about two quarts, 
with a {mall cup of the fame metal. 

On the sth, the ambaflador had a fe~ 
cond audience of the Etmadowlett, relating 
to the fubject of the embafly. 

Three days after, the Hackim Batha, or 
chief phyfician, fent me an invitation to 
vifithim. He received me in a very cour- 
teous obliging manner ; and detained me 
above two hours, talking on different fub- 

jects. 
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jeats. He told me, that the plhyficians in 

Perfia made vegetables, and their. ‘vigtues, | 
their chief ftudy ; they dealt but little da. 
minerals and chemical preparations. Then. 
he afked me whether the European phyfi- 

cians admitted opium in their prefcriptions? 

I told him they did with great fuccefs. ‘To 

which he replied, that the qualities of that 

drug were known to very few. He in- 

quired whence tea.came? how it. ihould 

be made?.and. what were its virtues? All 

which I anfwered to his fatisfaction. Hence 

it is evident that the Perfians have no cor- 

‘ tefpondence nor commerce with the Chi- 

nefe. The-phyfician is an elderly man, of 
a grave deportment, and might pafs for a . 
doctor any where. On taking my leave, 
he told me he was forry he could not con= 
verfe with me but by means of-an: inter# 
preter, which was tedious and difagree- 
able. ‘ ; 

The fame day the Dutch commiffary, 
Myn-heer Vonkettler, made his public en- 
try at Ifpahan, as envoy from the gover- 

Vou, I R nour 
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try about Ifpahan. But an offiger: came 
from court, defiring him to delay it tillan- 
other opportunity ; for the Shach had _ 
pitched on that day to vifit a country= 
houfe, in company with his ladies; on 
which @afions it is death for any one to 
be feen near the place where the court paf- 
fes. To prevent accidental tranfgreffions 
in this refpeét, a cryer is previoufly def- 
patched to warn thé-thabitants, who pro- 
claims thrétigh “the ftreets, and along the 
road, that nobody, under pain. of death, 

fhall appear either in the way, or from any 
““houfe. near it, by which his majefty and 
the ladies are to march. . The Shach rides 
on horfeback, attended only by eunuchs, 
The ladies are mounted aftride, fome on 
‘horfes, others on mules and affes.’ They 
are all veiled with white muflin, fo that 
nothing can be feen of them but the eyes. 
and nofe. 

The Perfians tell a pleafant ftory ae 
Shach Abbafs’g behaviour on an occafion 
of this nature, The Shach at a certain 

time 
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time was tiding-along, attended by his con- 
cubines, when he happened to ‘theet a poor 
country-fellow upon the road.. He-was’ 
immediately brought before the King, and, 

’ expecting inftant death, fell on his knees, 
moft fubmiffively begging pard@&. for fo 
heinous an offence, and pleaded ignorance 
in. his excufe, having neither feen nor heard 
of any cryer. The prince was pleafed with 
the fimplicity and innocence of the pea~ 
fant, ordered him to take courage, and all 
the ladies to.anveas.then defired him to 
pick out any of his concubines he’ fiked 
beft, and he fhould have her for a wife, 
This treatment difpeiled his fear ; he pitch- 
ed on one that pleafed him moft. The 
Shach approved fo much of his tafte that he 
carried him to court, where he foon became 
a great favourite. 

The oth, i dined at the Englith fa@ory, 
where Mr Coppin, and the other gentle- 
men belonging to the company, received 
me in the mofl friend'y manner. The day 

_ Was viry hot, and in the evening we fup- 
ped 
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ped near a fountain in the gardens. - Ona 
fudden we felt a guft of wind, as hotas, if 
it had come from the mouth of an over 
It was foon over without any bad effect. 
But I was informed that thefe hot winds 
are very*dangerous, in travelling over the 
deferts, and often kill people immediately. 
The only refource, on perceiving them co- 
ming, is to fall down flat, with the face to 
the ground, gpd continue in’ that ei 
till they-are gone. 
On the rath, the ambaffador had a third 
audience of the Shach at Farrabbatt, a coun- 
i ty-houfe near the city. It is an extremely - 
pleafant place; ‘adorned with gardens, foun- 
tains, and cafcades, furrounded with parks _ 
for all kinds of game. While we were at 
fupper on the terrace, we had«a f{qual-of 
wind, which almoft carried away every 
thing, and a€tually fwept off the thin broad 
cakes, which the Perfians ufe inftead of 
napkins. 
The 16th, Monfieur Ricard, whom I 
menuoned at Tauris, and twelve miffiona- 


ries 
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ries of different-orders, wereinvited to dine 
with the ambaffador. Several of thefe 
gentlemen had been long in’ India and E- 
thiopia, which rendered their converfation 
very entertaining. 
The 21ft, the ambaffador was invited to 
dinner by the devettar, or keeper of the 
great feal and ftandith. _ Here, as in all o- 
ther countries, this is an office of great 
truft. We were entertained with more 
- magnificence than by the prime minifter, 
or even,at court,” Soon..after we. entered, 
there were ferved up “a great variety” of 
{weet-meats, and all kinds of fruit that the 








climate afforded. Coffee and fherbet were 
_ carried about by turns, We were placed 
crofs-legged oa the carpets, except the.am- 
baffador, who had a feat. During this part 
of the feaft we were entertained with vo- 
cal and inftrumental mufic, dancing boys, 
tumblers, puppets, and juglers : Ail the 
performers executed their parts with great 
dexterity. Two of them counterfeit- 


ing a quarrel, one beat off the other’s 
turban 
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turban with his fpot, out of which dropped 


which 
run or crawled about the room. One“ of 








about fifteen or twenty large ferpents, 


them came towards me, with great fpeed, 
which foon obliged me to quit my place. 
On fecing us alarmed, they told us the crea- 
tures were altogether inoffenfive, as their 
teeth had been all drawn out, The fellow 
went about the room and gathered them a- 
gain into his turban, like fo many eels, 
The victuals Were now. ferved in’ a neat” 
and elegant ‘manner. Every thing was * 
well dreffed in the Perfian fafhion, Our 
hoft was very cheerful, and contributed e- 
very thing in his power to pleafe his guefts. 
He excufed himfelf handfomely enough for 
not having wine, as it was not then ufed 
at court. : 

On the 23d, the Maymander Bafha 
brought a meflage {rom the Shach to the 
ambaflador, intimating, that the bufinefs of 
his embafly being now finifhed, he might 
choofe his own time to depart. This was 
not very agreeable news to the ambaflador, 


who 
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who alledged, that,: before he could pro. 
cure fhipping, to tranfport’ him to Aftra- 
chan, the feafon would be far advanced, 
and oblige him to winter in fome part of 
Perfia, 

July 1ft, the Shach fent the ambaffador, 
and the principal parts of his retinue, what 
the Perfians call.the kalatt. It confifts of 
- a tunic, a long rob of gold and filver ftuff, 
a fath and turban, and fome pieces of Per- 
fian filk, whereof about ten or a dozen fell 
to my fhare. The whole value was not 
confiderable: ‘obnt-the: Stach heflowa'. this 
mark of favour to all foreign minifters who 
come on friendly errands. On this occa- 
fion he fent the ambaffador, in particular, a 
prefent of two fine horfes from his own 
ftables. 

The 3d, the ambaffador had his laft au- 
dience of the Shach, at a palace in the ci- 
ty; when he received an anfwer to the 
Czar’s letter, and immediately’ took leave, 
fanding, without further ceremony. 


The 
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The 8th, the Shach fent the ambaflador 
another prefent, confifting of an elephant, 
two lions, two leopards, fix monkeys of 
different kinds, three parrots, two wliite and 
one green, three fine horfes, and an Indian 
bird, called myana ; it is in colour, fhape, 
and fize, like a black-bird, and whiftled a 
very fine note. 

_Auguft the 3d, we began to prepare for 
our journey homeward, which took up 
much time, The i8th, we removed from 
our lodgings in the city to a houfe belong= 
ing to the Shach, in the northern fuburbs, 
éalled Tauchtzy. : 

The 26th, I took leave of my friend Mr 
Coppin, who fet ont this day on his jour= 
ney to England, by way of Aleppo, The 
Englith faftory at I{fpahan are very well’ 
fituated in the middle of the city, havea 
fpacious garden adjoining, and are feparated 
from the reft of the town by a wall. Moft 
of the great houfes in the city are furroun~ 
ded in the fame manner, which renders it 


very extenfive. 
Vou. I. s lfpahan 
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Ifpahan is fituated nearly in thirty-two 
degrees north latitude, on a fruitful plain, 
in the province of Hierack, anciently the 
Kingdom of the Parthians. About three 
or four Englifh miles diftant from the 
city, to the fouth, runs an high ridge of 
mountains from eaft to weft. Shach Ab-= 
bafs the Great transferred the feat of the 
Perfian government from Cafbin to this 
place. 

Ifpahan is plentifully fupplied with wa- 
ter from the river Schenderoo, which runs 
between the city and the fuburbs, keeping 
its courfe to the north. It rifes near the 
city, and is fordable almoft every where, 
unlefs during great rains, which feldom 
happen. After paffing this place, its courfe 
is but fhort, for it foon lofes itfelf in dry 
parched plains. Over the Schenderoo there 
are three flately ftone-bridges in fight of 
one another; but the one in the middle, 
betwixt the city and that part of the fub- 
urbs called Julpha, which terminates the 
fpacious flreet Tzar-bach, far exceeds any 

flrudure 
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firudture of that kind I cver faw. It is 
broad enough for two carriages and a horfe- 
man to pafs a-breaft, and has galleries on 
each fide, which are covered, for the con- 
venience of people on foot ; and watchmen 
are ftationed at each end, to prevent difor- 
ders. There are few houfes in the town 
which have not their chaufes, i. c. cifterns 
of water, conveyed in pipes from the rie 
ver: A moft falutary and refrefhing.cir- 
cumftance, in fuch a dry and fultry clin 
mate. 

The city is populous, and, as I already 
obferved, very extenfive. As moft of the 
inhabitants have their houfes apart, fur- 
younded with gardens, planted with fruit 
and other trees, at’a diftance it appears like 
acity in a foreft, and affords a very agree- 
able profped. ' 

The ftreets are generally very narrow 
and irregular, except that leading to the 
great bridge, already mentioned, This 
noble ftreet is very broad and ftraight, and 
pear an Englith mile in length. On each 

fide 
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fide are the King’s palaces, courts of juftice, 
and the academies for the education of 
youth, with two rows of tall chinar trees, 
which afford a fine thade. Thefe trees 
have a {mooth whitith bark, and a broad 
leaf, like the plane-tree. At certain diftan- 
ces, there are fountains of water that play 
continually, round which are fpread car= 
pets; and thither the Perfians refort to 
drink coffee, {moke tobacco, and hear 
news ; which, I muft confefs, is very a~ 
greeable in hot weather. 

~ About half a mile below the city is a’fine 
plain upon the banks of the river, where 
the Perfians, every evening, exercife their 
horfes in riding, and accuftom them to the 
difcharge cf fire-arms. They alfo fhoot at 
butts with bows and arrows, and throw 
blunted darts at one another; at which 
they appear very dextrous, 

The city is almoft quite defencelefs, ha- 
ving only a fight wall round it, built of 
mud dried by the fun, which is broken down 
in many places ; fo that, if the army is de- 

feated 
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feated in the field, Ipahan cannot defend 
itfelf one day ; for even all the artillery I 
jaw, confifted of about twenty brafs can- 
non, which ftood in the grand court before 
the palace-gate, and were more for parade 
than real ufe. 

The houfes here, as in other places of 
Perfia, are generally built with bricks har- 
dened by the fun. The roofs are flat, and 
covered with a terrace. They make’ but 
a mean appearance from the ftreet, though 


convenient for the Perfian manner of life. 
The Shach’s palaces, the public edifices, and 
the houfes of all perfons of diftinétion, are 
built with fone, 

As the ftreets are not paved, when it is 
windy, the city is fometimes involved in 
fuch a cloud of duft, that the fun is fcarcely 
vifible. This obliges the inhabitants to 
water the ftreets at leaft every evening. 
Thefe gufts of wind are very difagreeable ; 
but they happen feldom, and are of fhort 
duration, 


As 
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At Ifpahan are many manufadories of 
filk and cotton, and a great many filk 
worms in the neighbourhood. As the con- 
fumption of filk is very confiderabie at this 
place, little of it is exported. The making 
carpets, however, employs the createft 
number of hands; for which the deruand 
is great, as they are preferable in quality, 
defign, and colour, to any made elfewhere. 

The fields about the city are very fer- 
tile, and produce plentiful crops of excel- 


Jent, wheat and barley 5 but then they muft 
all be watered, on account of the drynefs 


of the foil, which is a work of labour and 
expence. Befides thefe, I faw no other 
grain. 

The Perfians tread out their corn with 
oxen or affes. For this purpofe, they make 
a circle, about twenty or thirty feet in dia- 
meter, on the circumference whereof the 
theaves are laid. There is a light fledge or 
hurdle drawn by the cattle, in which the 
driver fits, and direéts them round and 
round, as often as is neceflary ; and new 

fheaves 
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fheaves are always added when the former 
ones are trodden fufliciently. This opera~ 
tion alfo foftens the flraw, and renders it 
very good provender, There is no hay in 
Perfia ; and the beft hories are kept ina 
condition for any fervicc by this food, and 
a finall quantity of dried barley twice a 
day. 

‘They lave flocks of large theep, whereof 
the mutton is very good, but the wool 
coarfe. In the province of Karamenia, in- 
deed, they have exceeding fine wool, fome 
of which | have feen little inferior to filk, 
Their horned cattle are buffalos, which af 
ford them milk, and are ufed in plowing 
the yreund, and drawing carriages. They 
have alfo the common kind of cattle of dif 
ferent fizes. The better fort of people eat 
chiely mutton and fowls, but very little 
beef. 

Befides the cattle [have mentioned, there 
is another kind, having a high rifing upon 
the fhoulder, with clean limbs, which are 
very handfome, 


As 
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As I have formerly obferved, that the 
Perfians make ufe of ice to cool their wa- 
ter in fummer, it may be afked, where are 
got fuch quantities, in fo hot a climate, as 
are daily fold in the ftreets for that pur= 
pofe? Iwas informed, that there were 
people who made it their bufinefs to watch 
the frofty nights, in the winter feafon; on 
which occafions they went to the moun- 
tains near the city, and threw water on 
certain places, which being frozen, they 
continued to repeat the operation till the 
ice was of convenient thicknefs; then they 
cutit in pieces, and carry itinto caves, hewn 
in the rocks, where it is preferved during 
the fummer. What they cannot carry off 
before the fun rifes is covered, to defend it 
from his heat. 

While I remained at Ifpahan, I vifited 
the Shach’s aviary. It contains a great va- 
riety of all kinds of birds, many of which 
had come from India, and other foreign 
parts. Among the reft_ were a couple of 
turkeys, which it feems are rare birds in 

Perfias 
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Perfia. The place is very neat and ele- 
gant. The aviary is abcur fifteen feet 
high, and covered with a net-work of 
brafs-wire, to prevent the birds fying a- 
way. 

Provifions of all kinds are very dear ai 
I{paban, which is fufficiently apparent from 


the number of poor that go about the 





ftreets. Nothing, however, is fo extr: 
gantly high as fire-wood. 

The Roman catholics have three con~ 
vents in the city, viz. thofe of the Carme- 
lites, Capuchins, and Auguiiins. “he je- 
fuits and Dominicans have their feparate 
convents in the fuburbs of Julpha, which 
is inhabited by Armenians, who are al. 
lowed the free exercife of their religion. 

“There is a contiderable number of Jews 
in the city, who are either merchants or 
mechanics, 

In the neighbourhcod of the city isa 
tribe of people, called by the Perfians 
Giaur, who worfhip fire, being the pofte- 
rity of the ancient inhabitants of this coun- 

Vou. tl. T try, 
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try, who paid divine honours to that ele- 
met, They are a poor indolent race, and 
live in nafty huts, or in tents. They fpeak 
a different language from the Perfians ; 
have black hair, and are ‘of a fwarthy com- 
plection. They have fome fheep and cattle ; 
but many of them go about the ftreets beg- 
ging. 

About three or four miles to the fouth- 
ward of the city, are to be fen the ruins of 
a tower on the top of a mountain, where it 
js faid Darius fat when Alexander the Great 
fought the fecond battle with the Perfians. 
1 was alfo told, thaz, about two days jour- 
ney from lfpahan, are diftinguifhable the 
remains of the tomb of Queen Efther, a 
Jady cclebrated in holy writ for many vir- 
tues. Thefe, and many other places, I in- 
tended to have examined on the fpot, but 
was unluckily prevented, for want of 
time, 

While we lay at Tauchtzy, waiting for 
horfes and camels, two of our fervants 
were ftung with {corpions ; but were foon 

cured, 
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cured, by timely application of the oil of 
fcorpions, prepared after the Perfian man- 
ner, without any other remedy. The jack- 
als made a difmal howling under our win- 
dows every night. 

L have now finifhed my obfervations on 
whatever feemed moft remarkable in and 
about the city of Upahan. | thall only add, 
that, among’ the many lofty and pompous 
titles which this mighty monarch aflumes, - 
there are fome very extraordinary ; of 
which | fhall mention one, * That the 
* oreateft kings of the earth may think it 
‘an honour to drink out of his horfes 
‘ footfteps.” Several more inftances might 
be given, in the Oriental ftile, fully as ex- 


travagant. 


The Shaci’s Palaces. 


t. Tzel Sootun, or that of forty pillars. 


2. Tevela Telear, near the fables. 


3.Hafta- 
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- Hafta-Behafi, chambers of paradife, 
. Othiat Tallard, near the Haram. 

. Guldctla, houfe of eunuchs. 

. Tauchtzy, at the north entry. 

. Farrabbatt, fouth-caft from the city. 


Perfia is at prefent divided into fixtcen 
provinces, many of them of great extent, 
I fhall mention their prefent names, and, 
under them, thofe they feem to have borne 
among the ancients. 


nQ 


» Turkomania, 


Great Armenia. 


« Diarbeck. 


Mefopatamia. 


. Kurdiftan, 


Part of Affyria. 


. Hierack Arabee, 


Chaldea, or Babylon. 


- Hierack Aggemy, 


Region of the Parthians. 


6, Shirvan, 


r7t7. 
6. 


x) 


10. 
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Shirvan, 
Towards the north-weft coaft of the 
Cafpian Sea. 


. Guilan and Mefanderan, 


Hyrcania. 


. Aftrabatt, 


Margiana. 


. Ufbeck, 


Badctria. 
Koraflan, 
Aria. 
Sablefian, 
Parapomilia. 


. Sigiftan, 


Drangiana. 


«, Arachofia. 
. Machran. 


. Karamenia, 


Reaching to the gulph of Ormus. 


. Pharfiftan, 


Old Perfia, whereof Perfepolis was 
the capital city.” 
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Thave added the ancient names accor= 
ding to the beit information I could pro- 
cure; for, under the various revolutions 
of this country, the records have been al- 
moft wholly either loft or deftroyed : So 
that the Perfians themfelves know very 
little of the ancient hiftory of their coun- 


try. 


fig TO ISPAMLAN, 151 


CHAP VIL 


From Lfpahen to Shamachy 3 Oe 
currences during our flay there. 


te SEPTEMBER if, having procured 
9 horfes and ‘camels, and every thing 
neceflary, and having alfo got a conduétor 
from the Shach, we this day left Ifpahan 
in order to return to Ruflia, We travelled 
fhort tlages along the fame road by which 
we came to I{pahan. Little material hap- 
pened for a coifiderable time, and I thall 
not repeat what I formerly obferved; I 
fhall only take notice, that many of the 
places through which we paffed were much 
infefled by flrong gangs of highway-men, 

We 
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t 

We were therefore obliged to travel very 
cautioufly, and to keep our people toge~ 
ther near the baggage, but particularly to 
procure a fafe caravanfery for our lodgings, 
The weather continuing very hot, was the 
reafon of our making eafy marches; and 
thefe chiefly in the mornings and evenings, 
and fometimes in the night, when it could 
be done with fafety. 

We travelled in this manner till the 26th 
of September, when we arrived at a village 
called Arrazant, where we lodged. Next 
day, inftead of purfuing the fame route by 
Tauris, we turned to the right, and took 
the road Jeading to Cafbin and Guilan. 

The 27th, we proceeded five-agatz to 
Membereck ; and the 28th four, to the 
city of Cafbin, This place is fituated in a 
{pacious plain, having a ridge of high 
mountains tothe north, I mentioned for- 
merly, that Cafbin was once the feat of 
government, and the refidence of the Per- 
flan monarchs. There are ftill to be feen 
the cuins of many flately mofques, palaces, 


and 


ity. 
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and other-public edifices. The city appears 





‘to have been, in former times, very large. 
and flounfhing, but is now much contract+ 
ed and decayed. 

The plague raged here ali the preceding 
fummer, which had almoft depopulated the 
place: And, although the fury of that 
contagious diftemper was muca abated, 
peeple continued to die daily, which’ made 
cus refolved to remaine ne Jotigerthan’ was: 
pined neceflary, in order to prepare 

things for cur journey to Guilan. This 
bara not be foon sccomplithed at a time 
of fuch public calamity. : 

In the mean time, -many of our people 
were feized with peftilential fevers, who 
all recovered but one. He died fuddenly, 
with the ufual fymptoms of the-plague. «I 
and feveral of our people were likewile ta- 
ken with fevers, occafioned by our being 
lodged in houfes where the Perfians had 
lately died. Thefe circumftances made 
the ambaflador refolve to leave the place 
at all events, During the time therefore 

Vorb | U which 
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which we were°obliged to™-wait for horfes 
and camels, we removed out of town about 
a.milé, to.a garden belonging tothe Shach, 
provided for us by the commandant of the 
' city and province. Here we fet up our, 
tents ; and in this fituation, by the help of 
free air and good water, our people reco- 
vered furprifingly ; fo that, in a fhort time, 
moit of them-were able to ride, another 
gentleman only and.myiclf were carried in. 
litters, between two mules. 
. The 12th,of O&ober we fet out again, 
* purfuing our” journey northward: After 
travelling about iwo leagues through a 
plain, we afcended an high and fteep moun- 
tain, and, proceeding onward about a 
jJeague, came to a fmall village where we 
lodged. All the inhabitants had forfaken 
their houfes. Whatever elfe was wanting, 
we had. here- the comfort’ of, pure -air, 
which had {uch an effe& on me, that next 
day 1 was able to mount on horfeback, 
though, at fetting out, I was fearcely in 
condit.on 











climate owns Birth 








GM: BRE 








ie ae, Seon SY ea om 


























oy pee apie, ~ 























PISA Y be 
Pee a ean 





pe a eae 
se 



































a os ee mi ci 1 
renin tg I a * 
Paicncans nas ete Sm 

memes retin 









































1718. TO ISPAHAN. 177 


The 13th, the wind chopped about fa- 
vourable, and fo continued, with little va« 
riation, till the 13th, when we arrived fafe 
at Aftrachan, to the great joy of all our 
company. 

September 7th, leaving Aftrachan, we 
failed up the Volga. Our progrefs, con- 
trary to the courfe of the river, was very 
flow and tedious. In calms the boats were 
drawn up by men, who went upon the 
banks ; but in hard gales, we were obliged 
to haul them near the fide, and lie ftill, 

Oober 12th, after a voyage of five 
weeks, we arrived at the town of Saratoff, 
about eight hundred verft diflant from A- 
ftrachan. The winter drawing on, pre- 
vented our farther progrefs by water. We 
therefore unloaded, and difcharged the 
boats, being refolved to remain here till the 
fnow fell, when we might proceed by land 
in fledges, 

November rit, there had now been a lit- 
tle fall of fnow, fufficient to fmooth the 

Vout. Z roads, 
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roads, and this day we fet out from Saratoft 
in fledges. 7 

The 3d, we came toa little town called 
Petrofky, about ninety verft from Saratoff. 

The $th, we came to a large town called 
Penze, ninety verft from the former. As 
we advanced to the north, the froft and 
fnow daily increafed, which made the 
roads very fmocth and eafy. Before we left 
this place, a fudden rain obliged us to 
halt a few days. Here we met with Bri- 
gadier Kropotoff, who, with” fome regi- 
ments of dragoons, had winter quarters at 
this place. 

The 14th, the froft and fnow returning, 
we fet out from Penze. 

The 15th, we reached Saraniky, eighty 
vert from the former. Here we found 
many Swedifh officers, taken at ‘Poltava, 
who were well quartered in a plentiful 
country. 

"The 17th, we left Saranfky, and the 21ft, 
arrived at Arzamafs, aa hundred verft from 
Sarantky. ‘ 


The 
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The 24th, we came to Murum, 360 
vert from Saratoff, which I mentioned in 
going fouthy@rd by water. From Saratoff 
to Petrofky, the country is fomewhat dry. 
and barren; but the reft of the country, 
through which we pafled, is very fruitful, 
producing all kinds’ of corn, fine woods, - 
particularly of oaks, jnterfperfed with many 
villages ; and the face of the country, con- 
ftantly varied by plain and gently rifing 
grounds, affords a moft beautiful profpect. 
From Murura we came to the town of 
Wolodimir, an hundred and thirty veri 
from Murum. This place is large and 
-well peopled, and famous ‘for being for- 
merly the refidence of a great prince of the 
fame name. ; > 

The 3oth, we arrived fafe at the city of 
Mofco, an hundred and forty verft from 
the former, and feven hundred and feventy 
from Saratoff. 

December 19th, we proceeded towards 
St Peterfburgh, where we arrived on the 
zoth, Nothing material happened during 

our 
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our return through Rufia, and what was 
moft remarkable in the country I defetibed , 
in going fouthward. 1 cannot help taking 
notice of an extraordinary cafe of one of 
our people, in an exceffive cold night. 
The fellow, expecting to banifh all feeling 
cf cold from himfelf, drunk a large quan- 
tity of {pirits, which produced 2 drowfinefs, 
that ended in fleep in an open fledge. 
On arriving at a village, the perfon was” 
found ftiff, {peechlefs, and apparently quite 
dead ; but being ‘carried to a brook hard ° 
by, and plunged feveral times in the wa~ 
ter, and then rubbed with fnow, and 
brought into a warm room, with proper. 
regimen he {oon recovered, and was able 
to proceed next day. 

I have often obferved, in other inftances, 
that the ufe of ipiritous liquors in cold 
-weather, is the worft of remedies ; for, 
though they warm at firft, they leave a 
chilnefs behind them, not to be got clear 
of for a confiderable time. I have found 
by experience noching preferable to weak 

; , warm 
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warm liquors, mixed with a littlefpixits. 
The Ruffian travellers carefully avoid the 
exceflive ufe of brandy in ftrong frofts. 

Thus I have finifhed my account of a 
Jong, tedious, and dangerous journey, which 
lafted for three yegrs, attended with many 
difficulties, not eafily conceived ‘by thofe 
who have not travelled the fame road. At 
our return to St Peterfburgh, we found his ° 
Majefty at that place, who, I was informed, 
was well {atisfied with the conduct, of his 
ambaflador, fvhofe principal errand was to 
cultivate and cement amity, and a good . 
correfpondence, between the two crowns of 
Ruflia and Perfia, 

NotwithManding, the war with Sweden 
had continued near twenty years, this ac« 
tive monarch had not negleéted, nor even 
fufpended, the building and adorning his 
new capital. During my abfence, the ap- 

‘pearances of things were fo changed, that- 
I could fcarce imagine myfeif in the-fame 
place; fo furprifing was the alteration in fo 
fhort atime. Befides, this Prince had fit- 

ted 
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ted out a navy of thirty fhips of war, and 
three hundred gallies: Interprifes which, 
might have been the work of ages, but not 
fuperior to the fingle induftry and activity 


of Peter the Firft. 
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Names of the principal perfons who come 
pofed the train of the Ambaffador, 
Leoff Vaffilovich Ifmayloff. 


Secretary of the Embaily, 
Laurence de Lange. 


The Ambaffador’s Secretary, 
Ivan Glazunoff =’ 


Gentlemen of che Embafly. 
Kneaz Alexander Safeckin, 
Nicolaus de Pauli Kreftitz, 
Lukian Nefteroff, 

Alexie Divof; 
David Grave, : 
The Author of this Journal. 


GRegory, a Prieft. 


Interpreters, clerks, a band of mufic, 

valets, footmen, &c. in all to the number 

_ of about fixty perfons 5 befides a troop of 

twenty-five dragoons, for our efcort from 
Tobolofky to Pekin, and back. 
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bought and fent thither, with a view to 
eftablifh a manufatory at this place for 
clothing his army. He alfo caufed a Ger- 
man fhepherd to be engaged in his fervice, 
who is fettled here, and enjoys a confider~ 
able falary. The flocks are already fo nu- 
merous, that 1 2m perfuaded they will in 
time anfwer the cad propofed. A thou- 
fand otuer inftances might be produced of 
the unbounded genius of this great and ac- . 
tive Prince, who fpares no expence, and 
cveriooks nothing that can contribute ei- 
ther to the honour or advantage of his 
empire. 1 cannot omit another feemingly 
inconfiderable article; | mean pump-lea- 
ther. This commodity was formerly 
brought from England and Holland at no 
fmall charge ; to fave which, his Majefty 
gave orders to engage an Englith tanner 
for a certain number of years, whom he 
fent to Cazan, where the beft hides are, to 
teach the natives the art of dreMing them, 
This fcheme has fully anfwered the end in 
view, and produced abundance, not only 
Vou. I, Bb of 
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of pump-leather,* but of every other kind 
of leather’ whercof that country hath any 
need, 

There being no verft-pofts on this, tho’ 
on moft other roads in Ruffia, I compute 
the diftance between Cazan and Klinof to 
be about five hundred Prertt ; each verft 
meafures one thoufang one hundred and 
fixty-fix yards and two feet Englith. Here 
I met with feveral Swedith officers, who 
paffed a folitary life in’a pleafant and plen- 
tiful country, We halted one day to re- 
treth ourfelves s.and the next; beittg™ the 
sth of December, we left the baggage to 
follow jeifurely, and fet out again toward 
Solikamfky. On the: 7th, we reached 
Kay-gorod, a {mall town. We perceived 
the cold becoming daily more intenfe as 
we proceeded northward along the banks 
of the Kama. 

The Sth, we quitted Kay-gorod in a ve- 
hement cold, Though there was little 
wind, and a thick fog, the froft continued 
fo penetrating, that feveral of our people, 

who 
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who were moft expofed, had their-fingers 
and toes frozen, ,.Moft of them recovered 
by the common method of. rubbing the’ 
numbed parts with fhow ; but, had we not 
halted from time to time at villages to let 
them wagm’themfelves, they muft have 
perifhed by cold? On the gth, we arrived . 
at the town of Sojkamiky, derived from 
Sole falt and Kamf the river, on the banks 
of which it is fituated. Our arrival was a 
moft agreeable circumftance, as the pier- 
cing froft ill prevailed, 

Solikamfky is a large and populous 
town, and the capital of a province of 
that nanfe ; which is at prefent annexed 
to the government of Siberia. Its jitua- 
tion is very pleafant, upon the eaftern bank 
of the Kama, This river is of great fame 
in thefe parts of the world. It rifes far to 
the north, and in its courfe receives the 
Parma, Pilva, Koyva, and many other ri-’ 
vers, which together form a mighty flream, 
very nearly equal to the Volga, into which 
it difcharges itfelf, about fixty vert below 


the 
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the city of Cazan, and lofes its name. Its 
long courfe to the fouth-weft is now turned 
fhort, by the current of the Volga, and 
carried toward the fouth-eaft. The Kama 
is well ftored with varicty of excellent fith. 
On the banks are fine cornfields and paf- 
ture grounds, but often interrupted by 
thick woods, elpecially 5 the north. Thefe 
woods are ftocked with different kinds of 
game, and wild beafts, natural to the cli- 
mate, 

Solikamfky is famous for having many 
falt- pits in its ncighboushaed,the-property 
of my worthy friend Baron Stroganof, by 
virtue of a grant from his MajeRty. The 
Baron has brought thefe works to fuch per- 
fection, that he is able to ferve all Rufiia 
with falt, and could befides furnith a con- 
fiderable quantity for exportation, were 
there any demand. The {alt is of a brown- 
ifh colour, and very good of the kind. 

The common method of procuring this 
falt is as follows: They dig pits in the 
earth till they come to the falt-rock, whick 

feems 
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feems to lie in thefe parts at a certain dif~ 
tance from the furface, as coals do in other 
places of the world. When the pit is fi- 
nifhed, it is naturally, and of courfe, filled 
with water; which, flanding for a conve- 
nient time, till it is fufficiently impregna~ 
ted with the falt, is then drawn out with 
pumps and other engines, and put into 
Jarge iron caldrons, where it is boiled to 
a proper confiftence ; when, the water 
being evaporated, the falt is left upon the 
bottom. 

I was informed of another curious and 
extraordinary procefs, by which they draw 
falt-water from a frefh-water river, which 
I cannot omit taking notice of. In the rie 
vers near this place there is a mixture of 
falt-water arifing from the {prings, which 
either have their fource in the falt-rocks, or 
run through them. It is the bufinefs of 
the inhabitants to difcover the places where 
thefe {prings empty themfelves into the ri- 
vers, which they do by diving, or fome 
other manner ; having done this, they 
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make a large frame of ftrong thick balks~ 
or beams joined very clofe, about fifteen 
or twenty fect fquare, and of depth enough 
to reach the bottom of the river, while 
part of it remains above the furface ; when 
the ice is very ftrong, they fink this ma- 
chine into the river, over the place where 
the falt {pring iffues, and drive ftrong piles 
of wood all around, to hinder its being 
forced from this pofition by the current, or 
by floating ice in the end of winter. Du- 
ring the winter, they draw out all the 
‘water, mud,-and fand, contained within 
the machine, and fink it fill deeper un- 
til it hath penetrated the bottom of the 
channel of the river, and prevented all 
further communication between it and the 
falt fpring. The frame is now filled on- 
ly with the falt-water, iffuing from the — 
{pring, from whence it is drawn, and the 

falt extrated, as formerly defcribed. 
Hlowever tedious and expenfive this 
procefs may feem, thefe people perform it 
with great readinels and cafe; and, what is 
Rill 
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fill more extraordinary, without regular 
inftrudtion in any art fubfervient to that 
purpofe, but by the mere force of natural 
‘genius. The Baron has a great number of 
hands conftantly employed in this fervice, 
And the woods for fewel are inexhauf- 
tible. : 

When the falt is made, it is laid up in 
granaries, till the feafon of tranfporting it 
to Mofco, St Peterfburgh, and other pla~ 
ces. The barks for this purpofe, called by 
the Ruffians /odia, are of a conftruSion 
fomewhat uncommon, I have fecn fome 
of them longer and broader than any firft 
rate man of war in England, and not one 
iron nail in the whole fabric. Ail of thera 
are flat-bottomed, having one tall tree for 
amaft, and a fail of light canvats in pro- 
portion. To manage this mighty machine, 
fix or eight hundred men are neceflary. 
The rudder is nearly as long as the bark, 
and fo unwieldy, that fometimes it requires 
forty or fifty mento fteer it. They load 
theie fhips very deep, and ict them float 

down 
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down the Kama into the Volfa; where, 
if the wind is not favourable, they are o- 
bliged to draw them, againft the ftream, to 
the place of their deftination. 

I cannot leave Solikamfky without men- © 
tioning the rich4ron-mines in the country 
adjacent, at Kathenaburg, and other places 
of that diftri€&t, which produce iron, equal 
perhaps in quality to the beft in the world. 
Thefe works have of late been brought to 
great perfe€tion, by the {kill and indefati- 
gable induftry of Mr Demidof, a native of 
EL AARC RTE carry 


them on by 2 ben grant from his Ma- 





jelly, who is seaee ready to affift and pro- 
tect thofe who, by their ingenuity, form 
projects to the advantage of his country. 
Thefe works, I am informed, are ftill 
capable of great improvement, The ore is 
very good, and rifes in many places to the 
very furface of the earth, and may be dug 
at a fmall expence. As for wood to fmelt 
it, no place in the world can have greater 
advantage. Befides, all the machines may 


_ be 
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pe driven ‘by water ; and there is an eafy 
communication by the rivers to St Peterl- 
burgh, for exportation, and to many other 
parts of Ruflia, for inland coafumption. 

In thefe mines are often found magnets 
of various fizes. I have feen fome of them 
very large, and of high virtue. 

There are feveral other iron-works in 
Rufha; for inftance, at Tula, Olonitz, and 
other places ; but the metal-is of an infe- 
ttor quality to that of Siberia. Befides thefe 
of iron, there are alfo rich mines of excel- 
lent copper at this place, which, being late- 
ly difcovered, are capable of great improve- 
ment. The copper-ore alfo rifes to the 
very durface. 

in the neighbourhood of Solikamfky is 
found the fofil called afbeftos ; of which is 
made a kind of cloth like linen, that may 
be put into the fire, and taken out again, 
unconiumed. This cloth was known a- 
mong the ancients, and ufed by them on fe- 
veral occafions. At prefent, it oes by the 
name of the incombuftibleinen.' - 

VoL, I, Coco The 
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The afbeftos, like many both curious and 
ufeful difcoveries, was found out by mere 
accident in thele parts. { fhall briefly relate 
in what manner: A certain huntfman 
being about to load his fowling-piece, and 
wanting wadding, obferved a great ftone in 
the woods, which feemed to have fome 
flakes upon it like loofe threads ; he foon 
found that, by rubbing, it turned into a foft 
downy fubftance fit for his ufe: He therefore 
filled his pocket with it ; but, having fired, 
his piece, was furprifed to fee that the gun=. 

powder had -no. effedt-upon.the: wadding. 
This roifed his curiefity fo far, that he 
tindled a fire on purpofe, into which he 
put the afbefos 5 but ftill took it out en- 
tire, and of the fame ufe as formerly. This 
experiment fo frightened the poor fportf- 
man, that he imagined the devil had ta- 
ken poffefion of the fofil. On return- 
ing home, he narrated what had happened 
to the prieft of the parifh, who, amazed at 
the relation, repeated it fo frequently, that 
at laft he told it*to a perfon who was ac- 

quaiated 
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quainted with that quality peculidr to the | 
afbeftos ; and, on examination, found the 
flakes to be that foffil. 

The weather is much colder at Solikam- 
fky than at other places fitaated feveral de- 
grees nearer to the north pole. Perhaps 
its great diftance from any part of the o- 
cean may be partly the caufe of the excef- 
five cold which fometimes prevails. 

December roth, the ambaflador took 
-poft-horfes, arid fet out for Tobolfky, lea- 
“ing the baggage to follow as fhould be 

" moft convenient, About midnight we came 
to a village called Martinfky ; here having 
changed horfes, we foon reached the moun- 
tains named Verchaturfky-gory, where we 
found the fnow very deep, and a ftrong 
froft ftill continued. We kept on our jour- 

‘ney, afcending and defcending thefe high 
and ftecp mountains for the fpace of fifteen 
hours. In fuch of the valleys as are fit for 
culture, are found Ruffian villages well 
peopled. And, where the woods are cut 

down, 
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down, there appeared a beautiful landfcape, 
even at-this bleak feafon. 

Thefe mountains divide Ruffia from Si- 
beria. They run in a ridge from north to 
fouth, inclining a little to the eaft and weft’ 
of thefe points. They are qujtc covered 
with wood, confifting of tall firs of differ- 

. ent kinds, larixes, birch, and other trees 

. natural to the climate ; and abound with 
game, and various kinds of. wild beafts. 
Their length, from north to fouth, I cane, 
not afcertain ; but compute their breadtk> 
where we paffed, to be about forty-Englith 
miles. But they are not near fo high as 
the mountains I have feen in Perfia, and 
other parts of the world. 

Having paffed thefe mountains, we de- 
fcended, on the rith, into a country finely 
varied with plains and rifing grounds, in- 
terfperfed with woods, villages, corn-fields, 
and pafturage ; and, in the evening, reach- 
ed the town called Verchaturia, from verch, 
which fignifies high, and Tura the name of 
the river on which the town flands. This 


river 
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river is navigable, and runs to the eaft till 
it empties itfelf into the Tobol. Vercha- 
turia is pleafantly fituated upon a rifing 
ground, and fortified with a ditch and pal- 
lifades. It is governed by a commandant, 
who has under him a garrifon, confifting of 
fome regular troops and Coflacks, What 
makes Verchaturia confiderable, is its being 
a frontier town, and commanding the only 
entry from Ruffia into Siberia. . Here.is a 
~.cuftom-houfe, where all merchants are obli- 
deed to make entry of what fums of money 
or merchandife they carry into Siberia, or 
from Siberia into Ruffia 3 on all which is 
charged a duty of ten per cent. to his Ma- 
jefty. Though this impoft may appear 
high, it is really very moderate, confider- 
ing the profits which the trade yields, and 
it extends only to the money to be employ- 
ed in traffic ; for every merchant is allow- 
ed a certain fum for his expences, free of 

all duty. 
The country adjacent to Verchaturia is 
inhabited by a race of people called Vo- 
gullitz, 
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gullitz, who differ in language, drefs, and 
manners, from ary nation I éver faw. 
Their features and perfons have a refem- 
blance of the Tzoowafhians near Cazan. 
They have fome obfcure notions of the 
Deity, and are very fond of a kind of wi- 
zards called Shamans, whom they hold in 
great efteem. I thall have occafion to fpeak 
more fully of thefe Shamans afterwards. ; 
The Vogullitz know nothing of agricul- ~ 
ture, but live in huts in the woods, and.~ 
fubfift by hunting and fithing. They att 
an honeft inoffenfive people; but not very> 
numerous ; arifing, perhaps, from their 
unfocial and uncomfortable mauizer of life. 
The Archbifhop of Tobolfky hath of late, 
by ,his pious labours, converted many of 
them to Chriftianity ; who now begin to 
build houfes, and cultivate fome appear- 
ance of fociety ; and probably, in time, the 
reft will follow fo laudable an example. 
This, however, will depend much on the 
encouragement they meet with, from the 
clergy and fub-governours of provinces, [I 


vifited 
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vifiied them as often. as any opportunity. 
, offered, both in their huts and houfes, and 
“FRteavoued to procure fome information 
about their original, or from whence they 
came tu ieule in thefe northern parts, but 
could obtain nothing fatisfactory on either 
of thefe heads. > ; 
Before we enter Siberia, it will not be 
perhaps improper to give a fhort account 
of the fingular manner in which.this moft 
sextenfive country was difcovered by the 
ptdians, 
+4 About the beginning of the laft century, 
a certain Don-Collack, named Yarmak Ti- 
motheoyitz, bethg obliged, by fome acci- 
cent, to leave his native country, and ha- 
ving no means of fubfiflence, he, with a 
few accomplices, betook themfelves to rob- 
bing on the highways. He foon became. 
famous and powerful ; for he robbed only 
the rich ; and, by a generofity uncommon 
in fuch a character, liberally beftowed to 
fuch as were in want. He never killed, 
nor even hurt any perfon, unlefs compelled 
to 
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to fuch outrages in his own defence, This, 
_behaviour fo raifed his reputation, that all 
the idle fellows in the country enlifiew 
themfelves in his gang, proud to follow fo 
brave and enterprifing a leader. He became 
at Jaft fo troublefome, that the governours 
of the fouthern provinces fent out troops 
to apprehend him ; but, being previoufly 
informed of the defign, he withdrew from 
the land, and procuring boats upon thes 
Volga, commenced pirate on that river. 
Being attacked here alfo, he was forced ¥9 
 .eralg-the-Cafpion Seapand -dhelter-himfels 
on the Perffan thore, where he pafled fome 
time under the difguife of~a merchant, 
Being again difcovered, he was obliged, by 
the Perfians, to quit their coaft: And now 
his only refuge was to return to the Vol- 
ga, “where he behaved with great circum- 
{pection, often Jurking in woods and villa- 
ges ; and, being in no want of money, paid 
the inhabitants liberally for every thing he 
needed. Forefeeing, however, that fuch a® 
sumerous gang could not be long concea!- 
ed, 
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ed, he took the refolution of leaving the 
Volga, and fteered his courfe up the river 
Kama, at that time little frequented by the 
Ruffians, or any other nation; here he 
hoped to find, at leaft, a fafe retreat during 
the winter. Yarmak, therefore, with his 
followers, amounting, to the number of 
two hundred, continued their voyage up 
the Kama, till they were ftopped by the 
ice, at no great diftance from’a large vil- 
‘lage, now belonging to Baron Stroganof, 
tz ‘he inhabitants were alarmed at the fight of 
40 many armed mer’, whom they were not 
able to eppofe, bd therefore gave them an 
hofpitablefeception. Yarmak demanded 
only provifions and winter-quartets for his 
money, promifing to leave them unmo- 
lefted next {pring. In confequence of this 
declaration, he and his followers paffed the 
winter very quietly in this remote place ; 
afraid, however, at the approach of fum- 
mer, of being difcovered by the govern- 
ment, and uncertain what courfe to fieer ; 
it was at laft determined to crofs the moun- 

Vou. I, Dd tains 
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tains of Verchaturia, and go to the eaft- 
ward, in hopes of finding fome inhabited 
country, or at leaft a fafe retreat. 

Having pafled the mountains, they arri- 
ved at the river Tur; and, finding it na- - 
vigable, foon made a fufficient number of 
canoes for the whole gang. After rowing 
for fome days down the Tur, they. difco- 
vered feveral villages of Mahometan Tar- 
tars, who were furprifed at the fight of . 
fuch a number of ftrangers, of whom they , 
had before never fo much as heard. Yary? 
mak having got what iptelligence he could. 
procure of the fituation and: government of 
the country, purfued his vozage to the ri- 
ver Tobol, where he found the towns po- 
pulous, and the land well cultivated. His 
approach alarmed the King of the Tartars, 
who affembled a numerous body of horfe 
and foot, armed with bows and arrows, 
Jances, and other fuch weapons, with whom 
our adventurer had many fkirmifhes, and *, 
defeated great multitudes, by means of his 2 
fire-arms, which had never-before been 

known 
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known in thefe parts. The poor Tartars 
 weere as much amazed and terrified, at the 
“fight of the Ruffians and their arms, as the 
inhabitants of Mexico on the arrival of the 
Spaniards in America, to which Siberia 
may, in many ref{pects, be compared. 
Yarmak, finding his enemies daily more 
numerous the nearcr he approached the re- 
fidence of the Tartar King; having alfo 
Jof{ many of his men, in continual encoun- 
‘ters, and fpent the greateft part of his am- 
‘tnunition ; 3 knowing, befides, of no place 
of fafety, where he might pafs the winter, 
which is bo ng and fevere in this quar-_ 
ter? bash od to retreat. He 
therefore fteered his courfe to the weft, up 
the Tobol and Tur rivers. - The furious 
Tartars gave him no reft, but haraffed him 
perpetually from the banks. He himfelf 
and few more efcaped, with a confiderable 
booty, and returned to the village, where 
they wintered the preceding year. The 
inhabitants, on feeing the rich furs and o- 


ther fpoils, gave them a welcome reception, 
And 


212 A JOURNEY aig, 


And Yarmak did not forget to difpenfe his 
favours liberally among thofe who had en- 
tertained him in his diftrefs, when he fled 
from juttice. 

Our adventurer had now time to reflec 
on his miferable circumttances. He confi 
dered, that his lurking in thefe parts, tho’ 
remote from any town, could not be long 
a fecret: To make another attempt againft 
the Tartars with a handful of men, ill pro- 
vided with arms and ammunition,: might. 
perhaps be ruinous, and certainly unfuce- 
cefsful,, He.thereforenrefolved to fubmit’ 
himfelf to his Majefty’s cle Sency, in hopes. 
‘of obtaining a gracious pardoitse himfelf 
and his accomplices, on condition of point- 
ing out the way to a‘rich and eafy conqueft 
of a country which he had lately difcover- 
ed. The propofal was made at court by a 
friend, and "1s of too great importance to 

“be neglected. In fhort, Yarmak wag 
brought to Mo:co, under a fafe condu, 
where he communicated the whole affair, * 
He begged his Majefly’s pardon, and afked 

a 
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a certain number of troops, which he pro. 
mifed to’ lead to a glorious conqueft. His 
‘Majetty granted him a pardon, approved of 

the expedition, and gave immediate orders 

for the troops to attend him. They march- 
ed to Solikamfky, where they paffed the 
winter in making preparations for the en- 
terprife, which was to be undertaken-‘in 
the {pring. : 

During this interval, Yarmak behaved 

“with furprifing prudence and activity, and 
wifcovered himfelf to be a perfon of uncom-= 

“mon genius, He chlleed fuch of his for~ 
mer followers 3 remained, and formed 
them Company, in whom he could 
confide on all occafions, 

At the proper feafon, the troops fet out 
towards Siberia. On coming into the in- 
habited part of the country, they found 
many ftraggling parties of Tartars‘in arms, 
ready to oppofe them, anda number of 
boats upon the rivers, full of armed men. 
The King of the Tartars himfelf was on 
board one of thefe veflels. This expedition 

was 
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was of fhort duration; and, in the iffue, 
fully anfwered the expeétation of the Ruf 
fians, I ‘cannot omit a few particulars of 
the laft ation. The Tartars in the boats, 
being purfued by the Ruffians, a battle en- 
fued on the river Irtith.- Yarmak obfer- 
ving the King’s barge, ordered his crew to 
board her ; which he endeavouring to do 
at the head of his men, jumped fhort, fell 
into the river, and was drowned, to the 
great grief of all his followers. Thus fel’ 
poor Yarmak ! Notyithtanding this mif-.. 
‘Fortune, thes Rane * ‘sained a complete 
victory. The brave King-inf the | Tartars 
loft his life in the action, His fon, and 
the reft of the royal family, were taken 
prifoners, and fent to Mofco, where they 
were honourably received by the Czar, and 
treated according to their quality. The 
Prince had an extenfive property granted 
him in Ruffia, which the family enjoys to 
this day, together with the title of Sibirfky 
Czarevitz or Prince of Siberia; which, I 
believe, is a more generous treatment of 
: the 
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the conquered than any of the mighty mo- 
narchs of Peru or Mexico, or any of their 
“nneage, have experienced, 

December 11th, we left Verchaturia, in 
deep {now. The cold was exceflive, and 
the fky clear, 

Next day, w2 came to a large village, 
having a few of the Vogullitz Tartars in, 
the neighbourhood 3 and, the 13th, arrived 
at the town of Epanthhin, From Vercha= 
turia to this place the country is moftly 
covered with woods, About the villages 

‘there are large plaips, for corn or paftu- 
rage. The castle are in good condition, 
The horfes, “cularly, being of the Tar- 
tar breed, are larger, and better fhaped, 
than ordinary, and fit for any ufe, 

Epanthin is but a {mall Place, fortified 
with a ditch and pallifades, and defended 
by a few foldiers in garrifon. This place 
is fometimes alarmed with incurfions of the 
Tartars, called Koflathhy-Orda, and Kara- 
Kalpacks ; but the Ruffians have of late fo 
fortified their frontiers, that thefe rovers 


appear 
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appear feldomer than formerly. Both thefe 

tribes are Matometans, live always in 

tents, and fpread themfelves, with theif" 
flocks, in the great defert. Both are very 

numerous, and own fubjetion to different 

chiefs, whom they call Batteer, which fig~ 

nifies a hero, Thefe are chofen by them- 

felves, and are the moft famous among 

them for their abilities in military exploits, 

They are at continual war with the Kal- 

mucks, who inhabit along the Volga, and 

with all their other neighbours. They are 

not able. to. ftand aga‘nft regular troops 3. 
and, when attacked bi them, retire into 

the wide defert, with theit-familiesand 

cattle, whither none, but people accuftom- 

ed to their manner of life, can follow 

them. 

The country of the Kara-Kalpacks, or 
Black-Caps, {fo called from a kind of caps 
they commonly wear, turned up with 
black lamb-fkins, lies to the fouth-weft, 
towards the Volga. That of the Koffatthy- 
Orda extends to the fouth-eaft, as far as 

the 
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the river Irtifh, The courfe of this fiver 
1 fhall have occafion to mention after= 
wards, 

The r4th, we came to a pretty large 
town, called Tumen, fituated upon the 
north bank of the river Tuma, from 
whence the place takes its name. The 
banks of the Tuma are high and fteep. 
There is a very convenient wooden bridge 
at this place. The Tuma-has its fource fat 
to the weft, and, in its courfe, is augment 
ed by the Tura, and feveral other rivers, 
Tt continues to rur€to the eaft, till meeting 


with the Tobdlt lofes itfelf and name. 
Preset? beste “Epantthin and 
Tumen begins to be mors open, and better 
peopled, than that weftward of thefe pla- 
ces, For, befides the Rufhans. who make 
the greateft part of the inhabitants, we 
meet with feveral villages inhabited by the 
defcendents cf the ancient Mahometans, 
Who were natives of thefe places. Thefe 
Tartars fubfit by agriculture, and pals their 
lives without care or difurbsnce, in the 
Yor, J , Fe free 
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free exercife of their religion, and other 
privileges. , 

Tumen is a pretty neat place, and well 
fortified. The ftreets are fpacious, and the 
houfes built in a ftraight line. The adja~ 
cent country is covered with fine woods, 
interfperfed with villages, corn-fields, and 
pafturage ; and provifions of all kinds are 
very plentiful. The merchants of this place 
have a confiderable trade in furs, particu- 
larly the fkins of foxes and fquirrels ; 
which, indeed, are not fo valuable here as 
they are tothe’ : 

Farly on the rsth, we’ left this place, 
keeping on our courfe along the bani of 
the Tuma, till we arrived at the river To- 
bol, which we croffed, and proceeded along 
the eaftern bank, through a fine country, 
and well peopled. Though the froft ftill 
continued ftrong, it was not near fo vio- 
lent and piercing as about Solikamfky ; 
which may proceed from the woods being 
cut down, and the country cultivated. On 
the other fide of the river, indeed, the face 

of 
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of the country appeared flat and morafly, 
abounding with tall and dark woods, 

The 16th, about noon, we were in fight 
of the city of Toboliky, though diftant 
from us about twenty Englifh miles, It 
ftands upon a very high bank of the To- 
bol]. The walls are white, and the croffes 
and cupolas of the churches guilded, and 
make a very fine appearance. About two 
o’clock we arrived fafe at the city of To. 
bolfky, the capital of this mighty pro- 
vince, and the refidence of the governour, 
We lodged in the Sroad-ftreet, leading to 
the governour’yfialace, and the courts of 
jute 

We travelled between Tumen and To- 
bolfky, about two hundred and fifty verft, 
in the {pace of thirty hours, Sledges are 
the moft fimple and convenient machines 
for travelling on fnow that can be imagi- 
ned. And the perfon in the fledge may 
either fit, or lic along upon the couch, aca 
cording to his inclination, 


CUAP, 


fs 
vo 
Q 


A JOURNEY ~ a719, 


Cc HA P. I. 


Occurrences at Tobolfky, Obfervations 
on the Kalmucks, Pc. and Sour: 
ney continued to Tomfky. 





piesa is filtiaied in latitude iifty- 
cight degrees forty minites narti; at 
the conflux of the [rtith and Tobol. From 
this lat the city has its name. Both thefe 
rivers are navigable for feveral hundred 
miles above this place. The Intifh, after 
receiving the Tobol, becomes a noble 
ream, and difcharges itfelf into the Oby. 
This fituation was chofen by the Ruffians, 
both for its frength and beauty. Formerly 
the Tartar princes had their abode at a 
place 
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place about thirty verft fouth from Tobol-+ 
fky, which is now negleéted and ruinous, 
Tobolfky is fortified with a firong brick- 
wall, having {quare towers and baftions at 
Proper diftances, and is well furnithed with 
military flores. Within the town ftand the 
governour’s palace, courts of juftice, feve- 
ral churches built of brick, Particularly a 
large cathedral, and the palace of the arch- 
bithop. From the walls you have a very 
extenfive profpeé of a fine country, efpe- 
cially to the fouth. To the weft the land 
is alfo fat, and overgrown with tall woods, 
The inhabitants arg chiefly Ruffians, of dif- 
feresnrofeffions ; many of them are mer- 
chants, and very rich, by the profitable 
trade they carry on to the borders of Chi- 
na, and many places of their own country, 
Thefe live moftly upon the hill, Under 
the hill, in the fuburbs, along the banks of 
the river, are feveral large flreets, called 
the Tartar-ftreets, occupied by the remains 
of the ancient inhabitants of thefe parts. 
Here, as at other places, thefe people enjoy 


the 
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the free exercife of their religion, and 
the privileges of trade. They refemble, 
in their perfons, religion, language, and 
manners, the Tartars of Cazan and Aftra- 
chan. Their houfes are very cleanly. They 
are very courteous to ftrangers, and ef- 
teemed honeft; on which account they 
get great credit in their commercial affairs. 
Befides the fortification formerly mention- 
ed about the town, the whole fuburbs are 
furrounded with a ditch and pallifades. 

When we were at Tobolfky, Siberia was 
fuperintended by:-Mr Petrof Solovoy, vice- 
governour, a perfon weil acquainted with 
the bufinefs of the government, and aCap- 
tain of the guards, The former governour, 
Kneaz Gagarin, had incurred his Majefty’s 
difpleafure, and was recalled ; and his fuc- 
ceffor, Kneaz Alexie Michaylovitz Cher- 
kafky, a nobleman worthy of fuch an im- 
portant truft, was not yet arrived. 

As, in moft other towns through which 
we paffed, we found here many Swedith 


officers of diftinction, Among others, 
Mon- 
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Monfieur Dittmar, formerly fecretary to 
Charles XI. King of Sweden, He was 4 
Native of Livonia, and equally efteemed 
for his probity and capacity. He was much 
refpected by the late governour, who, in. 
deed, was a friend to all thefe unfortunate 
gentlemen, They were allowed to walk 
about at large, a-hunting or fithing, and 
even permitted to travel to other places, to 
vifit. their countrymen, For -my part, I 
think the greateft favour his Majefty thew. 
ed thefe prifoners, was the cantoning them 
in thefe parts, where they may live well at 
a {mall expence, a4 enjoy all the liberty 
that Perfons in their circumftances can ex 
pect. 

I cannot but obferve, that the Swedith 
prifoners, difperfed in moft of the towns in 
this country, contributed not a little to the 
e diftant 
regions, as they were the means of intro- 


civilizing the inhabitants of thef 


ducing feveral ufeful arts, which were al. 
moft unknown before their arrival. 


Many 
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Many of the officers, being gentlemen of 
liberal education, the better to fupport 
their tedious capitivity, devoted their time 
to the ftudy of the more agreeable and en- 
tertaining parts of (cience, particularly mu- 
fic and painting; wherein fome of them 
attained to great perfection. I was prefent 
at feveral of their concerts, and was not a 
little furprifed to find fuch harmony, and 
variety of mufical inftruments, in this part 
of the world. 

They fometimes amufed themfelves with 

+ Sateen yeep -gemeearer ard ladies the 
Trench and German” languages, mufic, 
dancing, and other fimilar accomplifhments ; 
whereby they gained many friends among 
the people of diftinction ; a circumftance, to 
men in their fituation, both honourable and 
ufeful. 

In Tobolfky there are always about five 
or fix thoufand regular troops, horfe and 
foot, befides a number of irregulars, Thefe 
troops, added to the natural ftrength of 
the place, effetually fecure it from any 
attacks of the neighbouring Tartars. 

The 
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The woods and ficlds about Toboliky 
are ftored with all kinds of game natural 
to the climate ; fuch as the cog-limoge, 
coq-bruiere, and gilinots ; the laft are a- 
bout the fize of a Partridge, their fleth is 
white, and very agreeable. There is ano- 
ther kind of thefé gilinots, fomewhat larger, 
with rough feet, which,. in the winter, 
turn white as a dove. Alfo the common 
Partridge, which, on the approach of win- 
ter, flies off to more temperate climates ; 
wood-cocks, a great variety of {nipes, 
which fly off in autumn, after having 
hatched their yourg. As tor water-fowl, 
nO country in the world can produce fach 
numbers, and variety 5 they are a tu birds 
of paffage. In my Perfian journal, I gave 
an account of the vaft flocks of thefe fowls. 
on the fhores of the Cafpian Sea, 

Here alfo you meet with feveral kinds 
of {mall birds, about the fize of a lark, par- 
ticularly thofe called {now-birds. They come 
to Siberia in vaft flocks in autumn, and re= 
main till the {pring, when they difappear, 

Vor, 1, rE Many 
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Many of them are white as fnow, fome 
fpeckled, and others all over brown, They 
are reckoned a very fine and delicious difh. 

I obferved another very pretty bird, a- 
bout the fize of a thrufh, having beautiful 
red and yellow feathers in the wings and 
tail, with a tuft of brown feathers on its 
head, which it raifes at pleafure. Thefe 
are alfo birds of paflage; and, as they 
breed no where in Europe or Afia that I 
know of, perhaps both thefe and the fnow- 
birds may come to Siberia from the north- 
ern parts. of ‘America. This conjeCture 

“will appear not improbable, when itis con~ 
fidered, that thefe birds are of a hardy“na- 
ture, and the Hight not fo far as is generally 
imagined. 

In the woods are various kinds of wild 
beafts ; fuch as bears, wolves, lynxes, fe- 
veral forts of foxes, fquirrels, ermins, fa- 
bles, martins, and rofio-macks, called feel- 
frefs by the Germans. The furs are better 
of their kinds than thofe of any other 
country.. The ermins commonly burrow 


in 
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in the open fields, and are caught in traps 
baited with a bit of fleth; this is done on- 
ly in the winter, when they are altogether 
white, and the fur moft valuable. In fum- 
mer moft of thefe animals turn brown, 
when they are not killed, becaufe, at this 
feafon, the fur is of little ufe. There are 
alfo ottars in the rivers and lakes, whole 
tkins yield a confiderable profit. Indeed, 
furs of all forts, in this country, are very 
profitable. At prefent, few fables are caught 
in this neighbouthood ; it is faid they fly 
from fmoke, which, perhaps, is partly true; 
yet I am apt to believe, that thefe poor a-~ 
nimals are chafed away towards the north, 
to the wild woods, on account of the high 
value of their fkins. . 

The woods of Siberia abound alfo with 
venifon of feveral forts ; as elk, rain-deer, 
roe-buck, together with an incredible num- 
ber of hares, which change their colour, 
from brown in fummer to white in winter, 
The hares are generally caught by the 
country people in toils, more on account 


of 
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of their fkins than their fleth, of which 
they make but little ufe. The fkins are 
bought by the merchants, and fent, in great 
quantities to St Pete:fburgh, and other 
ports, in order to be exported to England, 
Holland, and other countries, where they 
are chicy manufaGured into hats. 
Having defciibed the land animals, I 
fhall now give fome account of the fith, 
In my opinion, there are few countries in 
the world fo well watered, with fine navi- 
gable rivers and lakes, as Siberia; and few 
rivers and lakes produce greater quantities, 
or reore variety, of cscellent frefh water 
fith, than thofe in this country. For, be- 
fides furgeon, white tth, flerlet,-and o- 
thers, to be found in the Volga, and the 
rivers in Ruffia, there are feveral kinds pe- 
culiar to this part cf the world; particu- 
larly the muchfeon, about the fize of a 
Jarge carp, and much efleemed by perfons 
of delicate tate. 
Southward from Tobolfky the foil is 
fruitful, producing abundance of wheat, 
rye, 


‘ 


719 TO PEKIN, 229 


rye, barley, oats, and other grain. The 
cattle alfo are very numerous, and in win= 
ter are fed with hay. In a word, provia= 
fions of all kinds are extremely reafonable, 
From what I have faid, it will appear, thag 
Tobolfky is by no means fuch a difagreea» 
ble place as is generally imagined. What. 
ever the opinions of mankind may be, it 
is the bufinefs of a travefte? to defcribe pla- 
ces and things without Prejudice or partia~ 
lity, and exhibit them fairly as they really 
appear. This principle it thall be my ftudy 
to keep always in view, . - 

Captain Tabar, a Swedith officer, was at 
this time writing a hiftory of Siberia. He 
was a gentleman very capable for fuch a 
performance ; and, if it thall ever be pu- 
blithed, it cannot fail of giving great fatise 
faction to the curious, 

Before I leave Toboltky, it will not be 
improper to give a fhort account of the fa- 
mous river Irtith, that paffes this place. It 
continues its courfe a little to the eaft- 
ward of the north, ina ftrong but fmooth 

j current, 
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current, vifiting feveral {mall towns and 
villages, and receiving many leffer ftreams, 
and a large river called Konda, running 
eaftward, till it difcharges itfelf into the 
Oby, at a town called Samarioffky-yamm, 

about fix hundred verft below Toboliky. 
The Irtifh takes its rife from a great 
Jake, named Korzan, in a mountainous 
country, about*ifteen hundred verft to the 
fouthward of Tobolfky. The country a- 
bout this lake is inhabited by the Black 
Kalmucks, a mighty and numerous people, 
governed by .a. Prince. called Kontaytha. 
From thefe the Kalmucks on the Volga are 
defcended. After the Irtifh hath run “for 
many miles through a hilly country cover- 
ed with wood, it paffes through a fine fruit- 
ful plain, inhabited by the Kalmucks, till it 
comes to a houfe called Sedmy-palaty, or 
the Seven Rooms, fituated to the right in 
coming down the river. It is very furpri- 
fing to find fuch a regular edifice in the mid- 
dle of a defert. Some of the Tartars fay 
it was built by Tamerlane, called by the 
Tartars 
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Tartars Temyr-ack-fack, or Lame-temyr ; 
others by Gingeez-chan. The building, 
according to the beft information { could 
obtain, is of brick or ftone, well finithed, 
and continues ftill entire. It confifts of 
feven apartments under one roof, from 
whence it has the name of the Seven Pa- 
laces, Several of thefe rooms are filled 
with ferolls of glazed paper, fairly written, 
and many of them in gilt charaéters, Some 
of the fcrolls are black, but the greateft 
part white. The language in which they 
are wfitten is that of the Tongufts, or Kal- 
mucks.. While I was at Toboliky, I mee 
with a foldier in the ftreet’ with a bundle 
of thefe papers in his hand: He afked me 
to buy them; which I did for a fmall fum. 
I kept them till my arrival in England, 
when I diftributed them among my friends; 
particularly to that learned antiquarian Sir 
Hans Sloane, who valued them at a high 
rate, and gave them a place in his celebra- 
ted mufeum, 

Two 
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Two of thefe {crolls were fent, by order 
of the Emperor Peter the Firft, to the 
Royal Academy at Paris: The Academy 
returned a tranflation, which | faw in the 
rarity- chamber at St Peterfburgh. One of 
thein contained a commiffion to a lama or 
ptielt ; and the other a form of prayer to 
the Deity. Whether -this interpretation 
may be depended on, I thall not determine. 
The Tartars efteem them all facred writings, 
as appears from the care they take to pre= 
ferve them, Perhaps they may contain 
fome curious pieces of antiquity, particu- 
larly of ancient hi? ory. Above the Sed- 
my-palaty, towar:'. the fource of the Ira 
tith, upon t c hil’s and valleys, grows the 
beft rhubarb in the world, without the leat 
culture, 

Several days journey from the Palaces, 
down the Irtith, on the weftern bank, 
flands an old tower named Kalbazinfhas 
bafhna, or the tower of Kalb: zin. Below 
this is the lake Yamuihoff, to the right, 
where the Ruffians have built a {mall fort, 

: for 
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for the conveniency 6f making and gather- 
ing falt from that lake, great quantities 
whereof are made by the fun; itis brought 
in barks down the river to Toboliky, 
and other places. This fort created fome 
jealoufy to the Kontaytha ; he fent an am- 
baffador to the governour of Siberia, re~ 
quefling to have it demolifhed ; but this 
demand not being granted, the difference 
came to an open rupture, the event of which 
time muft difcover, 

Defcending farther, you meet with ano~ 

_ ther fettlement of the Ruffians, called She- 
lezinfky, from a rivulet of that name in 
iS neighbourhood. A little below Shele- 
zinfky ftands Omufka, a confiderable town 
which alfo derives its name from a river, 
Both thefe places are fituated on the eaft. 
ern bank of the Irtith, You now pafs 
fome inconfiderable places before you ar- 
rive at Tara, a litle town fituated on the 
weltern bank, on the road leading from 
Toboliky to Tomfky, through a country 
Vor. I, Gg called 
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called Baraba, of which I thall give fome 
account as we proceed to the eaft. 

Between Tara and Tobolfky are a few 
{mall towns, and many villages, inhabited 
by Mahometan Vartars. And the country 
abounds with corn, cattle, and fine paftu- 
Tage. 

- Thave now pointed out the courfe of 
the Irtifh till it reaches Toboltky, and from 
thence till it empties itfelf into the river 
Oby. I have nothing further to remark 
concerning Tobolfky and the country a- 
round it, and fhould therefore now purfue ; 
our journey to the eaftward ; but, before 
I leave this place, 1 imagine it will not be 
improper to fubjoin a few more particulars 
relative to the Kontaytha, Prince of the 
Kalmucks, whom I formerly mentioned, 
Tam the more inclined to do this, as I can 
entirely depend on ny intelligence, having 
precured it from perfons who have been in 
that country, and feen this Prince ; but ° 
particularly from an ingenious and pene- 
trating gentleman, who fills a public office 


in 
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in this place, and was employed in feveral 
metlages to him from the late governour of 
Siberia, : 

The territories of this Prince are bound- 
ed by three of the moft potent empires in 
the world; on the north by RefMfia, by 
China on the caft, and hy the country of 
the Great Mogul to the fouth. From the 
two firft he is feparated by defett plains, 
and from the third by almoft impaffuble 
mountains. To the fonth-wel his fron~ 
tiers reach near to Bucharia. ‘The Kon- 
taytha is a very powerful Prince, and able 
to bring into the field, at a fhort warning, 
an“hundred thoufand horfemen, who are all 
of them able-bodicd men, weil mounted, 
and armed with bows and atrows, lances and 
fabres. This is a greater number of horfe 
than any Prince that I know can mutter, 
except his Ruffian Majefty, and the Em- 
peror of China, Thefe Tartars live in tents 
alt the year, removing from place to place, 
as called by neceflity or inclination. This 
is the moft ancient and pleafint manner of 

= life, 
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life. It is entertaining to hear them com- 
miferate thofe who are confined to one 
place of abode, and obliged to fupport them- 
felves by labour, which they reckon sRe 
greateft flavery. 

The Kontaytha has always fome thou- 
fands of his fubje€ts encamped near him= 
felf, who treat him with great veneration 
and refpe. And, in juftice to him, it muft 
be confeffed, that he is as attentive to the 
incuefts of his people ; and as affiduous in 

.the adminiftration of juftice, in particular, 
as if they were his own children. 

The Kalmucks are not fuch favage peo- 
ple as they are generally reprefented ; for 
Tam informed, a perfon may travel among 
them with greater fafery, both to his per- 
fon and effects, than in many other coun= 
tries. — . 

The Kentayfha received, the deputies 
from the governour of Siberia, like ambaf- 
fadors from forcign Princes, and treated 
them accordingly. “this fhows what high 
refped thele kafern Princes entertain for 


his 
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his Czarifh Majefty, when the governour 
of Siberia is regarded as a fovereign. The 
ceremony on thefe occafions was as follows, 
The deputy with his fervants were ad- 
mitted into the tent, where the Kontayfha 
fat with his queen and feveral children a« 
bout him, He defired all of them to fit 
down on carpets or mats ; for the Kal- 
mucks, like moft Afiatics, ufe no chairs, 
They were entertained with tea before din. 
ner; and, after it, the Kontaytha difmiffed 
the deputy in a friendly manner, telling 
him, he would fend for him next day to 
receive an anfwer to the governour’s letter, 
which he punctually performed. This — 
anfwer was exprefled in very plain and 
concife terms. Thefe Tartars in general 
write with brevity and perfpicuity. I have 
feen feveral of their letters tranflated, which 
pleafed me extremely, as they contained 
no tedious preambles, nor difguiting repe~ 
titions,- which ferve ouly to perplex the 

reader. 
The 
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The Emperor of China was fome time 
ago engaged in a war with’the Kontaytha, 
about fome frontier towns, of which the 
latter took poffefiion, and maintained his 
claim with a ftrong army. The Emperor 
fent againft him an army of three hundred 
thoufand men, under the command of his 
fourteenth fon, who is reckoned the beft 
general of all his children. Notwithftan- 
ding their fuperiority in numbers, the Kon- 
tayfha defeated the Chinefe in feveral ac~ 
tions, The Emperor, at laft, thought it 
beft to accommodate the difference, and a 
peace was concluded, to the fatisfaction of 
both parties. te 

Ie muft be obferved, that the Chinefe, 
being obliged to undertake a long and dif- 
ficult. march, through a defert and barren 
country, lying weftward of the long wall, 
being alfo incumbered with artillery and 
heavy carriages, containing provifions for 
the whole army during their march, had 
their force greatly diminithed »efore they 


reached the enemy. The Kontayfha, on 
thes 
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the other hand, having intelligence of the 
great army coming againft him, waited pa~ 

—tiently on his own frontiers till the enemy 
was within a few days march of his camp, 
when he fent out detachments of light 
horie, to fet Gre fo the grafs, and lay wafte 
the country. He alfo diftraed them, day 
and night, with repeated alarms, which, 
together with want of Provifions, obliged 
them to retire with confiderable lofs, 

This method of carrying on war, by 
wafting the country, is very ancient among” 
the Tartars, and Practifed by all of them 
from the Danube eaftward, This circum 
“flaneé renders them a dreadful enemy to 
regular troops, who muft thereby be de- 
prived of all fubfiftence, while the Tartars,. 

| having always many {pare horfes to kil] and 
€at, are at no lofs for provifions, 

Ihave only to add, that the Xontaytha 
mutt be the fame Prince who, in our Eu- . 
Topean maps, is geverally called the Great 
Cham of Tartary. As no Europeans tras 
vel through that countr thefe maps mu 

pe & Y> P . 
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be very erroneous. It is, however, to be 
expeted, that the Ruffians will in time 
make a more complete difcovery of the. 
eaftern parts of Afia. 

Our baggage did not arrive at Tobolfky 
till the 23d of December. Tire pebple re- 
frefhed themfelves till the 27th, when they 
again fet out, taking the road aiong the Tre 
tith to Tara. The ambaffador and his re= 
tinue remained, to pafs the reft of the ho! 


days. 


January oth, 1720, we proceeded to- 
wards Tara. We pafled through’ many 
Tartar villages, and at night lodged in Sue 
of their little huts, and warmed ourfelves 
at a good fire on the hearth. Thefe houfes 
confift generally of one or two rooms, ac- 
cording to the ability of the landlord. Near 
to the hearth is fixed an iron-kettle, to 
drefs the vidtuals, In one end of the a- 
partment is placed a bench, about eighteen 
inches high, and fix feet broad, covered 
with mats, or fkins of wild beafts, ugo 

wind 
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which all the family fit by day, and fleep 
in the night. The walls are built of wood 
and mofs, coniifting of large beams, laid 
None above another, with a layer of mo 
between every two beams. All the roofs 
are TAR. A fquare hole is cut out for a 
window, apd, to fupply the want of glafs; 
@ piece of fee js formed to fit the place ex- 
actly, whith lets in a good light. Two or 
4hrée pieces will Jatt the whole winter, 
Thefe Tartars are very neat and cleanly, 
both in their perions and houfes, They 
ule no ftoves, as the Ruffians do, Near 
the foufe there is commonly a thade for 
~ A cattle, 7 

We cartinued our Journey along the 
banks of the Irtith, having the river to the 
right or left, as the road lay from one Tar- 
tar village, to another, 

The 15th, we reached Tara, a fmall 
town, reckoned about five hundred ver? 
from Tobolfky. In all this road we did 
Hot meet with a RuMan village, except a 

Vou, I, Hh fmal] 
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fmall one near Tara. The country abounds 
with woods, corn-fields, and fine pafturage, 
which apyeared fufficiently from the quan- 
titics of hay, and the good condition of the 
cattle, though the face of the country was 
covered with deep fnow, We foy-d the 
air at Tara much milder than a: any place 
fince we left Kazan, y 

Tara is fituated on the Irtith, and forti- 
fied with a deep ditch, {trong palifades, zad_ 
wooden towers, fufficient to defend it a- 
gainft the fudden attacks of the Tartars, 
called KeGatthy-orda;“who inhabit weft- 
ward of the Irtifh, and are very uspble- 
fome neighbours. 

Here we laid in provifions fog our jour~ 
ney over the Baraba, which fignifies, in the 
Tartar language, a marfhy plain, Its in- 
habitants are a mixture of different Tartar 
tribes, called Barabintzy, from the name of 
the country in which they live. They are a 
poor miferable people, being treated as fub- 
jeéts both by the Emperor and the Contay- 

fhay 
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tha, and obliged to pay a tribute, in furs 
and fkins of wild beafts to each. They 
have no grain nor cattle of any kind, 
\exccpt a few rain-deer, and fubfift by hunt- 
ing and fithing. What fith they confume 
nott3_theafummer are dricd and fmoked 
for their winter provifions, They are part- 
ly of the ‘Mahometan, and partly of the 
Kalmuc}/ religion ; but this difference cau- 
aes no difputes. 
It is generally reckoned, that more rob- 
beries are committed in Baraba than in 
any country on the road to China 3 not 
by “he natives, for they are very honeit and 
a antecle by the Kalmucks, who come 
to colleg tribute for the Kontaytha, who 
fometimes pick up travellers, and carry 
them off, with all their effects. It was faid, 
that a ftrong party of them, having intel- 
ligence that the ambaffador was to pafs 
that way, waited to intercept him 5 on 
which account, he took thirty dragoons 
and fome Coilacks, from the earrifon of 
. Tobolfky, tocfeort him to Tomt:y; which. 
poe was 
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was a fufficient guard againft any robbers 
who might attack us; and he knew the 
Kontayfha was too polite a prince to au- 
thorife his fubjedis to moleft any foreign 
minifler who had done him no injury, not» 
withftanding the differences that tobiitted 
between him and his Czarith Majefty. ‘ 
Our baggage having waited <: Tara till 
our arrival, we left that place on ike 18th ; 
and next day came to a large Ruffian vibx. 
lage, fixty verft from Tara, and the laft in- 
habited by Ruffians, till you pafs the Bara- 
ba, and come to the river Oby. 
In the places throush which we pailed, 
the ambatador fent for all the hunters an 
fportfmen, that he might inquize what 
Kinds of game and wild beafts were in 
‘their neighbourhood. Hunting is the em- 
ployment of moft of the young fellows in 





this country, and is very profitable, as they 
fell the furs to ereat advantage. We found 
that this place produced great plenty, both 
of game and wild beafts, but few fables, In 


the {pring, a number of ciks and # flags come 
<= 
hither, 
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hither, from the fouth ; Many of ‘which 
are killed by the inhabitants, both on ace 
«count of their fleth and their hides. What 
f,the fleth is not confumed frefh, they falt, 
c hides are very large, and are dreffed 
into ex-2=bu. The hunthnan, having 
found the ‘track of a flag upon the fhow,: 
purfues it pon his fnow fhoes, with hig 
bow and £rrows, and little dog, till the anis 
wed] is quite fatigued ; for, the fhow on the 
furface being melted by the heat of the 
fun, and congealed at night by the froft, 
but not ftrong enough to bear the weight 
of fue an animal, he finks deep at every 
PH, and the fharp ice cuts his ancles, and 
lames him ; fo that he becomes an ealy 
prey to the hunter, 

One of thefe hunters told me the follow. 
ing flory, which was confirmed by feveral 
of his neighbours : That, in the year 1713, 
ia the month of March, being out a hunt. 
ing, he difcovered the tract of a flag, which 
he purfued ; at Overtaking the animal, he 
23 fomewhat flartled, on obferving it had 
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only one hora, ftuck in the middle of its 
forehead. Being near this village, he drove 
qt home, and fhowed it, to the great.admi- 
yation of the fpectators, He afterward s: 
killed it, and eat the flefh, and fold tke 
horn to a comb- maker in thesempsa* Sore 
ixa for ten alteens, about fifteen} yo ether apie 
ling. I inquired carefully abc:avery nafty. 
and fize of thiswnicorn, as I Arabitations, 
and was told it exadtly refembled-a tad. 
The horn was of a brownith colour, about 
one archeen, or twenty-eight inches long, 
atid twifted-from the'root till within a fin- \ 
ger’s Jength of the top, where it wasydivi- 
ded, like a fork, into two points ol 
fharp. 

The roth, we entered the Baraba, and 
continued travelling through it for ten 
days, when we came toa large Ruffian vil- 
lage called Tzaufky Oftrogue, from a ri- 
vulet of that name, which difcharges itfelf 
into the Oby, a little diftance eaftward 
from this place. Here isa fall fort, fur- 
rounded with a ditch and paliifades, mount- 

RA 
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ed with a few cannon, and garrifoned. by 
fome militia of the country, in ordetita 
prevent the incurfions of the Kalmucks, ° 
e flaid a day at this place, to refreth 
“irfelves, and having changed horfes, pro~ 


WOO, towards Tomfky, 
tered her hé, really what its name fignifies, 
her domefti,, marthy plain. Jt is generally 
any notice/, ond marthy grounds, over~ 
the, HF with tall woods of afpin, alder, wil. 
lows, and other aquatics ; Particularly many 
large birch-trees, having their bark as white 
and fmooth as Paper. The lakes abound 


with /arious kinds of fithes, {uch as pikes, | 
phe. breams, eels, and ‘Particularly a 


ith called Karrafs, of an UNncounnon bigs 
nefs, and very fat. Thefe the inhabitants 
dry, in fummer, for winter Provifions, 
which are all the food to be found among 
them. I have eat of it often, and thought 
it not difagreeable. In winter, they ufe 
melted fhow for water. They are very 
hofpitable ; and defire nothing, in retura 


of 
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of their civilities, but a little tobacco to 
fmoke, and a dram of brandy, of which 
they are very fond. The drefs, both of 
men and women, confifts of long coats (&e 
_fheep-fkins, which they get from the. Ruf - 
fians and Kalmucks, in exchange forr“fore 
valuable furs. As they wear 10 other ape 
parel, nor even {fhirts, they areavery nafty. 
Their huts are moft miferable habitations, 
and funk about one-half underground, 
We were glad, however, to find them, as a 

baiting place, in fuch a cold feafon. 
_.:ta&he Barabintzy, like moft of the ancient 
natives of Siberia, have many conjtixers a+ 
mong them, whom they call Shamans,end- 
fometimes priefts. Many of the femalé 
fex alfo affume this character. The fha- 
mans are hcid in great efteem by the peo- 
ple ; they pretend to correfpondence with 
the fhaytan, or devil; by whom, they fay, 
they are informed of all paft and future e- 
vents, at any diftance of time or place, 
Our ambaflador refelved to inquire frilly 
into 


1720: TO MGIEPN, agg. 


into the truth of many ftrange Rtories, . gen" 
nerally believed, concerning the thamans, 
and fent for all of fame in that way in the 
“ices through which we paffed. 

be Baraba, we went to vifit a famous 
wowen of this character. When we en- 
tered her hé ufe, the continued bufy about 
her domefti: affairs, without almott taking 
any notice, of her guefts. However, after 
ifhe hed {moked a pipe of tobacco, and 
drunk a dram ‘of brandy, fhe began to be 
more cheerful. Our people afked her fome 
trifling queftions about their friends 3 but 
the prétended:to be quite ignorant, till fhe 
or more tobacco, and fome inconfiderable 
"Prefents, when the began to collect her 
conjuring tools. Firft, the brought the 
fhaytan ; which is nothing but a piece of 
wood, wherein is cut fomething refembling 
a human head, adorned with many filk and 
woollen rags, of various colours ; then a 
imal] drum, about a foot diameter, to which 
were fixed many brafs and iron rings, and 
VoL.L e Wa hung 
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hung round alfo with rags. She now be- 
‘gan a difmal tune, keeping time with the 
drum, which fhe beat with a ftick for that 
purpofe. Several of her neighbours, whoS, 
fhe had previoufly called to her aflilancd, 
joined in the chorus, During this<<e, 
which lafted about a quarter of an hour, 
the kept the thaytan, or image, clofe by 
herfelf, ftuck up inacorner. ‘She charm 
being now finithed, the defired us to put 
our queftions, Her anfwers were deliver- 
ed very artfully, and with as much obfcu- 
rity and ambiguity, as they could have 
been given by any oracle. She Was a 
young woman, and very handfome. .. 
On the 29th of January, we reached the" 
Oby, which we croffed on the ice, and 
entered a country pretty well inhabited 
by -Ruffians, where we found provifions, 
and frefh horfes, as often as we wanted 
them. The country is generally covered 
with woods, except about the villages, 
where are fine corn-fields, and good paf= 
ture grounds. Our courfe lay a little to 
“the” 


a 
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the northward of the eaft of from Tzaufky 
Oftrogue. . 
February 4th, we arrived fafe at the 
“nwn of Tomfky, fo called from the noble 
By 
wver Tomm, upon the eaftern bank of 


% pacers Oat 
vin it flands. 


c H A P, 


252 A‘j OURNEY T7720, 


C H A P, HY, 


Occurrences at Tomfky ; objervations 
on the Txulimm Tartars, . &e.. 
and journey continued to Elimfky. 


Te citadel of Tomfky is fituated om 
a 


an eminence, and contains the com- 
mandant’s houfe, public offices, and bar~ 
tacks for the garrifon, The fortifications, 
like moft others in this country, are of 
wood, The town ftands under the hill, , 
along the banks of the river Tomm. The 
country about this place is pleafant and 
fruitful. From the top of the hill you 
have a very extenfive view every way, ex- 
€ept 
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cept to the fouth, where it is interf¥pted 
by hills. Beyond thefe hills there is & 
large, dry, and open plain, which ftretches 
a creat way fouthward. 
“About eight or ten days journey from 
Tomiky, i= te plain, are found many 
tombs, and burying places of ancient hes 
roes, who, in all probability, fell in battle. 
Thefe texibs are eafily diftingnithed by the 
mounds of earth and ftones raifed upon 
them, When, or by whom thefe battles 
were fought, fo far to the northward, is 
uncertain. 1 was informed by the Tartars 
in the Baraba, that Tamerlane, or Timyr- 
pack-fack, as they call him, had many en- 
: gagements in that country with the Kal- 
mucks, whom he in vain endeavoured to 7 
conquer, Many perfons go from Tomfky 
and other parts every fummer to thefe 
&taves, which they dig up, and find, among 
the athes of the dead, confiderable quanti- 
ties of gold, filver, brafs, and fome preci- 
ous ftones ; but particularly hilts of fwords 
.and armour. They find alfo ornaments of 
faddles 
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faddies and bridles, and other trappings for 
horfes; and even the bones of horfes, and 
fometimes thofe of clephants. Whence it 
appears, that when any general or eT 
of diftinétion was interred, all his arms, ‘4s 
favourite horfe and fervagt, were buried 
with him in the fame grave : This cuftoin 
prevails to this day among the Kalmucks 
and other Tartars, and feems to he of great 
antiquity. It appears from the number of 
graves, that many thoufands muft have 
fallen on thefe plains; for the people have 
continued to dig for fuch treafure many 
years, and ftill find it unexhaufted. They 
are fometimes indeed interrupted, and ie 
bed of all their booty, by parties of the 
Kalmucks, who abhor the difturbing the 
afhes of the dead. 

I have feen feveral pieces of armour, 
and other curiofities, that were dug out of 
thefe tombs, particularly an armed man on 
horfeback, caft in brafs, of no mean defign 
nor workmanfhip; alfo figures of deer, 
caft in pure gold, which were fplit through 

“ the* 
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the middle, and had fome fmall holes in 
them, as intended for ornaments to a qui- 
ver, or the furniture of a horfe. 

“While we were at Tomfky, one of thefe 
eMive-diggers told me, that once they light- 
ed on an arckadvault, where they found 
the remains of a man, with his bow, ar- 
rows, lance, and other arms, lying together 
on a filves table. On touching the body 
it fell to duft. The value of the table and 
arms was very confiderable, 

The country about the fource of the ri- 
ver Tomm, near which thefe tombs are, is 
very fruitful and pleafant, At the fource 
of the Tomm the Ruffians have a fmall 

town called Kuznetfky. This Tiver js 
formed by the Kondoma, and many leffer 
rivers ; all which run to the north, 

In the hills above Kuznetfky, there had 
lately been difcovered rich mines of copper, 
and fome cf filver ; which, fince I was in 
this country, have been Sreatly improved, 

On the hills, and in the woods near this 
place, are many forts of wild beaits, parti< 


cularly 
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cularly the ‘urus, or uhr-ox, one of: the 
fierceft animals the world produces, and 
exceeding, in fize and ftrength, all the 
horned fpecies. Their force and agility1s 
fuch, that no wolf, bear, nor tiger, dare io 
engage with them. ‘The animals are 

found in the woods of Poland, and fome 
‘other parts of Europe. As they are well 
known [ need not defcribe them.» 

In the fame woods is found another fpe- 
cies of oxen, called bubul by the Tartars ; 
it is not fo big as the urus ; its body and 
limbs ate very handfomé; it has a high 
fhoulder and a flowing tail, with long hair 
growing from the rump to the extremity, 
like that of a horfe. Thole I faw were. 
tame, and as tractable as other cattle. Here 
are alfo wild affes. 1 have feen many of 
their fkins. They have, in all refpedts, the 
head, tail, and hoofs of an ordinary afs ; 
but their hair is waved, white and brovm, 
like that of a tiger. . 

There is, befides, a number of wild hor- 
fes, of a chefnut-colour, which cannot be_ 

tamed, 
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tamed, though they are catched when foals, 
Thefe horfes differ nothing from the com- 
mon kind in thape, but are the moft watch- 
fu" creatures alive. One of them waits al- 
wAys on the heights to give warning to 
the reft, and, upon the leaf approach of 
danger, runs to the herd, making all the 
noife it can ; upon which all of them fly. 
away, like fo many deer. The ftallion 
drives up the rear, neighing, biting and 
kicking thofe who do not run faft enough, 
Notwithftanding this wonderful fagacity, 
thefe apimals are often {urprifed by the 
Kalmucks, who ride in among them, well 
_ mounted ‘on fwift horfes, and kill them 
with broad lances. ‘Uheir fcth they efteem 
excellent food, and ule their fkins to fleep 
upon inftead of couches. Thefe are the 
animals peculiar to -this part of the coun- 
try; and, befides thefe, there are many 
more common to this place with the reft 
of Siberia. é 
The river Tomm, having paffed Kuz- 

. netfky, Tomiky, and feveral other towns 
Vou. I. Kk of 
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of lef note, empties iuelf into the Oby, at 
a place called Nikolfky, about an hundred 
vert below Tomfky, in a country over- 
“grown with thick woods. Herethe Tovim 
lofes its name, and makes a great addition 
to the Oby, which noy, commences a 
inighty ftream. 

The Tomm abounds with variety of fine 
fith ; fuch as furgeon, fterlet, ranchfoon, 
and the largeft and beft quabs, called in 
French guicn, that l have any where feen, 
The method of catching thefe fith is by 
planting pales acrofa_the.river;~ia. which 
there ts left one narrow opening for the 
fiihes to pals through, Above this open- 
ing a bole is cut in the ice, and near it is 
placed a fire upon fome ftones laid for that 
purpofe, The fith, on feeing the light of 
the’ fire, ftops a moment in its paflage ; 
and, at this inflant, the fitherman ftrikes it 
with a fpear through the hole in the ice. 
This exercife requires great quicknefs, for 
‘the fith is gone in a trice. 1 killed feveral 
of them myfelf, 


Thus, 
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Thus, having made a thort excurfion up 
and down the Tomm, and given a brief 
defeription of the country adjacent, I re= 
tun again to Tomfky. 

*Tomfky isa good market for furs of all 
forts ; bur Partenlarly of fables, black and 
red foxes, ermins, and {quirrels, The 
fquirrels called Teleuttky, from the name’ 
of the &tri@ where they are caught, are 
reckoned the belt of that fpecies, They 
have a blackith {tripe down their back, 

Belides the common fguirrel, there ig 

- anothe# {pecies found here called the Hying 
fquirrel. There is little peculiar in its 
thape or fize, only it has, at the upper joint 





of the thirh of the fore-leg, a finall mem- 
brane, ftretching to the fhoulder, fomes 
what like the wing of a bat, which it ex- 
tends at pleafure, and is thereby-enabled to 
{pring much farther, from tree to tree, 
than it could do without the help of thefe 
wings. Both the ermins and fquirrels are 
caught only in winter, becaufe in fummer 


their 
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their fur is quite brown, fhort, and of little 
ufe. : 

We waited fome days at Tomfky for 
the arrival of our baggage. Here we fousid 
feveral Swedith officers, who had godd 
quarters in a plentiful shough diftant, 
place. After our people had refrethed 
themfelves for two days, they fet out again 
on the road to Yenifeyiky. ~« 

During our abode in Tomfky, we di- 
verted ourfelves with fifhing and hunting. 
‘We were prefent alfo at feveral concerts of 
mufic, performed: by the Swedith’ dfficers, 
at Mr Kofloff’s, commandant of the place. 
Thefe gentlemen were not lefs expert in 
touching their inftruments than their com- 
panions at Tobolfky. Mr Kofloff is a 
good-natured and chearful gentleman, and 
treats thefe officers with great humanity, 
They had along with them a Swedith par-+ 
fon, Mr Veftadius, a man of genius and 
learning. : 

The goth, we were entertained at the 
eommandant’s, where were affembled fome 
hundreds 
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hundreds of his Coffacks, or light horfe, 
armed with bows and arrows. After gow 
ing through their ufual exercife, they 
towed their dexterity in fhooting on 
Porfeback at full {peed. They erected 
- a pole fora mark in an Open field, and 
Paling it, at full gallop, let fly their ar~_ 
rows, and foon fplit it all to thivers, 
The.12th, about midnight, we went into 
our fledges, and fet out on our journey to- 
wards Yenifeyfky, For the two following 
days, we had tolerably good roads, lying 
through a pretty fine country, inhabited by 
Ruffians. The villages are but thinly feat. 
tered, yet fufficiently near One another to 
afford provifions and freth horfes, 
On the 14th, we reached a large navi- 
gable river, called Tzulimm. We went up 
this river upon the ice. We met with nei- 
ther houfe nor inhabitant for the {pace of 
fix days. We could get no freth horfes, 
and were obliged to carry both provifions 
and forage along with us, which made this 
part of the road very tedious, During all 
this 
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this time, we had no where to warm our- 
felves, or-drefs our viduals, but in the thick 
overgrown woods, which occupy both 
fides of the river. There is great plenty 
of fallen trees in thefe woods, of which 


we made large fires. The trees ave chiefly . 


pitch fir, rifing like a pyramid, with long 
fpreading branches hanving to the ground, 
which render thefe woods almoft impaf- 
fable to man or beaft. We frequently fet 
fireto the mofs and dried fibres of thefe 
firs: In the fpace of a minute tie fire 
mounts to the top of the tree, and has a 
very pretty effe@. The kindling fo many 
fires warined all the air around. 

In fumimer, the banks of this river are 


inhabited by a tribe of Tartars, called by’ 


the Ruifians Tzulimmzy, from the name 
of the river, who live by fidhing and hunt- 
ing. We found feveral of their empty 
huts as we went along. In autuinn, thefe 
people retire from this inhofpitable place 
‘ towards the fouth, near to towns and vile 


lages, where they can find fubfiftence. 


The 


. 
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The 20th, we arrived ata Ruffian vil- 
lage, called Melettky Oftrogue, where-we 
flaid a day to refreth ourfelves and horfeg, 
In the neighbourhood of this place, we 
found mary huts of the Tzulimm Tartars, 

who fee to be a different race from all 
of that name | have yet mentioned, Their 
complexion indeed js fwarthy, like that of 
moft of the other defcendents of the ancjent 
natives’ of Siberia ; but 1 have feen many 
of them having white {pots on their tkins, 
from ead to foot, ef various figures and 
hizes, | Many imagine thefe {pots natural 
to the people 3 but Jam rather inclined to 
believe they Proceed from their conftant 
dict of Lih sud other animal food, without 
bread. ‘this, of courle, creates a {corbutic 
habit of body, which often breaks out in 
infants; and the fears falling off, leave that 
part of the fkin as if it had been fcalded, 
which never recovers its natural colcur, I 
have however feen feveral children with 
thefe fpots, who feemed healthy, 


The 
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The Tzulimms, like other Tartars, live 
in huts half-funk under ground, They 
have a fire in the middle, with a hole at 
the top to let out the {moke, and benches 

, round the fire, to fit or lie upon, This: 
{eems to be the common method of living 
among all the northern nations, from Lap- 
land, eaftward, to the Japanefe ocean. 

The Tzulimms fpeak a barbarous ‘lan- 
guage, compofed of words from many o~ 
ther languages. Some of our people, who 
spoke Turkifh, told me, they hadi many 
“Pekic words, -mbiete--shey~-tandd Hood. 
They are poor, miferable, and ignorant 
heathens, The archbifhop of Tobolfky, 
in perfon, came lately hither, and baptifed 
fome hundreds of them, who were inclined 
to embrace the Chriftian faith. As they 
are a well difpofed and harmlefs people, 
probably in a fhort time they may be all 
converted. 

The river Tzulimm has its fource about 
three hundred verft above Meletfky Oftro- 
gue; from this place it continues its courfe 

to 
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to the northward, till it meets with the 
tiver Oby, at a place called Shabannfky 
Oftrogue, Oftrogue, in the Ruffian Jan- 
guage, fionifies a Rrong pallifade, inclofing 
4 certain piece of ground, On the firft fet. 
tlements made by the RufMians in thefe 
parts, fuch inclofures were neceflary to pre- 
vent any furprife from the inhabitants, 

The arf, early in the Morning, we left 
Meletiky, and travelled through thick 
woods, ‘long narrow roads. Next day, 
we cante to a fmall Ruffian village, called 
Melay-heat ; where we found our baggage, 
for the firft time fince we quitted Tomfky, 
Near this place the river Keat has its fource; 
and runs towards the weft, till it meets with 
the Oby,. Having changed horfes at Me- 
lay-keat, we left our baggage, and Proceed. 
ed on our journey. ; 

On the evening of the 22d, we came to 
a zimovey, where we halted a little, to re- 
frefh ourfelves and bait our horfes. A zj- 
movey is a houfe or two, built in a place at 
a great diftance from any town or village, 

Vou. I Li for 
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for the convenience of travellers ; and is a 
fort of.inn, where you generally finda 
warm room, freth bread, and a wholefome 
and agreeable liquor, called quafs, made of 
malt, or rye-meal, fteeped and fermented ; 
with hay and oats, at eafy rates. 5 
From this place we travelled to Beloy, a 
large village, where we changed horfes, and 
proceeded. From hence to Yenifeyfky the 
country is well cultivated. -Upon ithe road 
are many Ruls villages, where we ,zot freth 
horfes as often as we pleafed, withbut halt- 
ing-ten-nyjnutesy"Phus-weeeettinfeed: tra- 
velling, day and night, till we arrived, on 
the 23d, at the town of Yenifeyfky, where 
we had a friendly reception, and good en- 
tertainment, from the commandant, Mr 
Becklim’thof. who bad come fome milesfrom 
town to meet his old friend the ambaflador. , 
Here I found Mr Kanbar Nikititz Aikin-. 
fiof, with whom I got acquainted at Cazan, 
while we wintered there, in the journey to 
Perfia, Some crofs accident had“ been the 
occafion of his coming to this place. He 


enjoyed 
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enjoyed full liberty to walk about at.plea- 
fure. He underftood feveral languages, 
was well acquainted. with hiftory, anda 
chearful good natured companion. 

Here.we paffed the holidays called Mafl- 

- lapitza, or the Carnaval, which is held on 
the week before Lent. In the mean time 
our carriages arrived, which were spats 
ed again as foon as poffible, 

Therown of Yenifeyfky is pleafantly fi- 
tuated ‘in a plain, on the weftern bank of 
the river Yenifey, from which the town 
takes i's name. It isa large and populous 
place, fenced with a ditch, pallifades, and 
wooden towers. Here is a good ‘market 
for furs of ali forts ; particularly of the a~ 
nimals called pieffy, which are of two co- 

: lours, white and dove colour. Thefe crea= 

tures are caught far to the northward of 
this place. They are Nearly of the thape 
and fize of a fox ; having a fhort buthy tail, 
and a thick fott downy fur, very light and 
warm, which is much efteemed by the great 
men in the monet parts of China; and, 


‘by 
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by them, made chiefly into cuthions, on 
which they fit in winter. 

Befides the above, there is here another 
creature called roffomack in Rufs, and feel- 
frefs by the Germans ;_ becaufe they ima- 
gine it eats a great deal more in proportion 
than other animals. I have feen feve- 
ral of them alive. They are very fierce, 
and about the fhape and fize of a badger ; 
the neck, back, and tail, are black, ybut a- 
bout the belly the hair is of a brownith co- 
Jour. The blacker they are the mcye va- 
luable.. Tye Sain being thicksie-oniy, ufed 
in caps and muffs, Alo elks, rain-deer, 
and fiags. The latter retire to the fouth 
on the approach of winter, and return in 
the fpring. Here are likewife an incredi- 
ble nuniber of white hares, which perhaps’ 
I may mention afterwards. 

I muft not omit the black foxes, which 
are in great abundance about Yenifeytky. 
Their fur is reckoned the moft beautiful 
of any kind;.it is even preferred to the 
fable, with refpcét to lightnefs and warm~ 

; : nefs, 
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nefo,- I faw here one of their tkins“valued 
at five hundred crowns, and fome of them 
far exceed this fum. 

Before I leave this place, [ thall give a 
fhort defcription of the courfe of the fa~ 
mous river Yenifey, according to the beft 
information I could Procure. It rifes in a 
hilly country, at a great diftance fouthward 
from this place; being joined by many. 
rivers it; its courfe, it grows into a mighty 
ftream, kind is, at Yenifeytky, ‘full as large 
as the Volga. It runs the longeft courfe 
of any river on this vaft continent. The 
firft town, of any fote; in coming down 
this river, is Kraffno-yarr, which ftands on 
the weftern bank. It is a place of confi- 
derable trade, particularly in furs. From 
this place, along. the banks, are many vil- 
lages, till the Yenifey meets the lower 
Tongufta, a large river, coming frem the 
eaft, a few verit above Yenifeviky. Be- 
low this place, there are many inconfidera- 
ble fettlements, till you come to Manga- 
feyfky, a town famous for furs, and the 

fhrine 
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fhrine of an illuftrious faint, called Vafiile 
Mangafeyfky, much frequented by the de- 
vout people in thefe parts. 

Above this place, the Yenifey receives 
the Podkamena-tongufta, a large river, 
running from the fouth-eaft; and at Man- 
gafeyfky, it meets another river, called Tu- 
rochanfky, coming from the weft. The 
Yenifey now continues its courfe, almoft 
due north, till it difcharges itfelf-itto the 
ocean. This river abounds with vaiiety of 
excellent fith, fuch-as I have already men- 
‘tioned, but-in lefler quantities, =>: 

The 27th, we left Yenifeyfky, and tra- 
velled about eight or ten verft along the 
fouth bank of the river, when we came to 
thick and tall woods, which obliged us to 
leave the Jand, and march along the river 
on the ice, which was very uneven. This 
roughnefs is caufed by the froft fetting in 
about autumn, with a ftrong wefterly wind, 
which drives up great cakes of ice upon 
one another, in fome places four or five 
feet high, If the froft happens to begin 


in 
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in calm weather, the ice is very -{mooth, 

’ and eafy for fledges. : 
The 28th, we Proceeded along the Yee, 

nifey, mecting fometimes with villages, 


but, aj both the banks were Overgrown 
With thick woods, we were obliged to keep 
along rhe ico, 

Next day, we ftill Proceeded along the 
river, in blowing weather and driving fnow, 

The rft of March, we overtook our bag. 
gage, which we pafled ; ir being thought 
more convenient, both in order to Procure 
lodging and freth horfes, that the heavy 
carriages fhould travel behind, . 

We continued our journey for feveral 
days along the Tongufla, We found, now 
and then, little villages, or fingle houfes, 
on the banks. Qne day, we chanced to 
Mect a prodigious flock of hares, all as 

: white 
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white as the fnow.on which they walked. 
I {peak within compafs,. when I. fay there 
were above five or fix hundred of them. 
‘They were coming down the river, very 
deliberately, on a {mall path of their own 
making, clofe to the beaten road. As foon 
as they faw us, all of them run into the 
woods, without feeming much frightened. 
T am informed that thefe hares travel to the 
fouth, in much greater flocks than jhis, e- 
"very fpring, and return in autumn, when 
the rivers are frozen, and the {now falls, 
Ta.mof, of the vill Villages Weskannd. peasy. of 
this fort of “venifon ; 3 the inhabitants, how- 
ever, value it but little ; for they catch thefe 
-hares more on account of their fkins, of 
which they make confiderable profits, than 
their fleth, 
The Tongufy, fo called from the name 
of the river, who live along its banks, are 
' the pofterity of the ancient inhabitants of 
Siberia, and differ in language, manners, 
and drefs, and even in their perfons and 
flature, from all the other tribes of thefe 
people : 


~ 
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people I have had occafion to fee, They . 
have no houfes, where they remain for a« 
ny time, but range through the woods, and 
along rivers, at pleafure ; and, wherever 
they come, they ere& a few fpars, incli- 


” ning to one another at the top; thefe they 


cover with pieces of birchen bark, fewed 
together, leaving a hole at the top to let 
out the fmoke. The fire is placed in the 
middle: They are very civil and tra@table, 
and like to fmoke tobacco, and drink bran« 
dy. About their hurs they have generally 
a good ftock of tain-deer, in which all their 
wealth confifts, 

The men are tall and able-bodied, brave, 
and very honeft, The women are of a 
middle fize, and virtuous, I have feen ma- 
ny of the men with oval figures, like 
wreaths, on their foreheads ‘and chins ; 
and fometimes a figure relembling the 
branch of a tree, reaching from the corner 


of the eye to the mouth. Thefe are made 


in their infancy, by Pricking the parts with 
a needle, and tubbing them with charcoal, 
Vou, J, Mm the 
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the marks whereof remain as fong as the 
perfon lives, Their complexion is fwarthy. - 
Their faces are not fo flat as thofe of the 
_Kalmucks, but their countenances more o- 
pen. They are altogether unacquainted 
with any kind of literature, and worfhip 
the fun and moon. They have many fha- 
mans among them, who differ little from 
‘thofe I formerly defcribed. I was told of 
others, whofe abilities in fortune-telfing far 
exceeded thofe of the fhamans at this place, 
but they lived far northward. They can- 
not bear to fleep in..a warnvroom; but re- 
tire to their huts, and lie about the fire, on 
tkins of wild beafts. It is furprifing how 
thefe creatures can {uffer the very piercing 
cold in thefe parts. 

The women are drefled ina fur-gown, 
reaching belo& the knee, and tied about 
the waift with a girdle. This girdle is a- 
bout three inches broad, made of deer’s- 
fkin, having the hair curioufly ftitched 
down and ornamented ; to which is faften- 
ed, at each fide, an iron ring, that ferves to 

carry 
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,, Catry a tobacco-pipe, and other trinkets of 
” fall value. Their gowns are alfo ftitched 
. dowfi the breaft, and about the neck, Their 
long black hair is plaited, and tied about 
their heads, above which they wear a {mall 
fur-cap, vhich is becoming enough. Some 
of them have fmal] ear-rings. Their feet 
are dreffed in bufkins, made of deer-fkins, 
which reach to the knee, and are tied about 
the ancl: with a thong of leather, 
The dref of the men is very fimple, and 
At for a@ion. It confifts of a fhort jacket, 
with narrow fleeves, made of deer’s-fkin, 
having the fur outward 5. troufers and hofe 
of the fame kind of fkin, both of orie Piece, 
and tight to the limbs, They have, befides, 
a piece of fur, that covers the breaft and 
Romach, which is hung about the neck 
with a thong of leather, This, for the 
moft part, is neatly ftitched and ornament- 
ed by their wives, Round their heads they 
have a ruff, made of the tails of fquirrals, 
to preferve the tips of the ears from the cold, 
There is nothing on the crown, but the 
hair 
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hair {mtoothed, which hangs in a long plait- 
ed lock behind their backs. 

Their arms are, a bow, and feveral forts 
of arrows, according to the different kinds 
of game they intend to hunt. The ar- 
rows are carried, in a quiver, , on their 
backs, and the bow always in their left 
hand. Befides thefe, they have a fhort 
lance, and a little hatchet. Thus accoutred, 
they are not afraid to attack the:fierceft 
creature in the woods, even the ftrongeft 
bear ; for they are ftout men, and dcxtrous 
archers. In-winter, whiol-te the féafon for 
hunting wild beafts, they travel on what 
are called fnow-fhoes, without which it 
would be impoflible to make their way 
through the deep fnow. Thefe are made 
of a very thin piece of light wood, about 
five feet long, and five or fix inches broad, 
inclining to a point before, and fquare be- 
hind. In the middle is fixed a thong, 
through which the feet are put. On thefe 
fhoes a perfon may walk fafely over the 
deepeft fnow ; for a man’s weight will not 

fink 
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fink them above an inch, Thefe, however, 
’ can only be ufed oa plains. They havea 
different kind for afcending hills, with the 
fkins of feals glued to the boards, having 
the hair inclined backwards, which pre- 
vents the fliding-of the thoes, fo that they 
can afcend a hill very eafily ; and, in de- 
fcending, they flide downwards at a great 

rate. 4 
The nation of the Tongufy was very 
numerous, but is of late much diminithed 
by the fmall-pox. It is remarkable, that 
they knew nothing of this diftemper till 
the Ruffians arrived among them, They 
are fo much afraid of this difeafe, that, if 
any one of a family is feized with it, the 
reft immediately make the patient a little. 
hut, and fet by him fome water and vic~ 
tuals ; then, packing up every thing, they 
march off to the windward, each carrying 
an earthen pot, with burning coals in it, 
and making a dreadful lamentation as they 
go along. They never revifit the fick till 
they think the danger paft. If the per- 
fon 
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fon dies, they place him on a branch of a 
tree, to which he is tied with ftrong wythes, 
to prevent his falling. 

When they go a-hunting into the woods, 
they carry with them no provifions, but 
depend entirely on what they are to catch, 
They eat every animal that comes in their 
way, even a bear, fox, or wolf. The {quir- 
rels are reckoned delicate food ; but the er- 
mins have fuch a ftrong rank tafte and 
fell, that nothing but flarving can oblige 
them to eat their flefh. When a Tongufe 
kills an elk or. deer, he never-moves from 
the place till he bas eat it up, unlefs he 
happens to be near his family ; in which 
cafe he carries part of ithome. He is ne- 
ver at a lofs for fire, having always a tine 
der-box about him. If this fhould happen 
to be wanting, he kindles a fire, by rubbing 
two pieces of wood againft each other. 
They eat nothing raw, but in great extres 
mity. 

The fables are not caught in the fame 
manner as other animals. The fur is fo 

tender, 
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tender, that the leaft mark of an arrow, or 
ruffling of the hair, fpoils the fale of the 
fkin. In hunting them they only ufe a 
little dog and a net. When a hunter finds 
the track of a fable upon the fnow, he fol- 
lows it perhaps for two or three days, till 
the poor animal, quite tired, takes refuge 
in fome tall tree; for it can climb like a 
cat ; the hunter then fpreads his net around 
the tree, and makes a fire 3 the fable, un- 
able to endure the fmoke, immediately de- 
fcends, and is caught in the net. I haye 
been told by fome of thefe hunters, that, 
when hard pinched with hunger on fuch 

"long chaces, they take two thin boards, one 
of which they apply to the pit of the fto« 
mach, and the other to the back oppofite 
to it; the extremities of thefe boards are 

xatied with cords, which are drawn tighter by 
degrees, and prevent their feeling the cra- 
vings of hunger, 

Although I have obferved, that the Ton= 
gufy, in general, worlhip the fun and 
moon, there are many exceptions to this 

obfer- 
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obfervation, I have fourid intelligent peo- 
ple among them, who believed there was a 
being fuperior to both fun and moon, and 
who created them and all the world. 

1 thall only remark farther, that, from all! 
the accounts I have heard and read of the 
natives of Canada, there is no nation in the 
world which they fo much refemble as the 
Tongufians, The diftance between them 
is not fo great as is commonly imagined. | 

The 4th of March, we came to a little 
monaftery, called Troytza, dedicated to the 
Holy Trinity 5 where we found-about half 
a dozen monks, who gave us an hofpitable 
reception im@their cells, and furnifhed us 
with provifions and frefh horfes, The mo- 
naftery ftands upon the north fide of the 
river, on a very pleafant though folitary 
bank, encompaffed with wcods, corn- fields, 
and good pafturage. Moft of the villages 
are on the north fide of the river, as it is 
higher than the fouth fide. 

The fame day, we proceeded on our jour- 
ney along the rivers We met with, daily, 

great 
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great flocks of hares in their progrefs to the 
weftward, and many Tongufians in their 
huts. It is to be obferved, that; from this 
river northward to the Frozen Ocean, there 
are mo inhabitants, except a few Tongufi- 
ans, on the banks of the Sreat rivers ; the 
whole of this moft exteniive country being 
Overgrown with dark impenetrable woods, 
The foil along the banks of this river is 
good, and produces wheat, barley, rye, and 
oats. The method taken by the inhabi- 
tants to defircy the large fir-trees is, to cut 
off a.ring of bark from the trunk, about a 
foot broad, which prevents the alcending 
of the fap, and the tree withers in a few 
years. This prepares it for being burnt in 
a dry feafon; by which means the ground 
is both cleared of the wood, and manured 
by the afhes, without much labour, 

The Rufiians obferve, that, where the 
jort of fir..commonly called the Scotch fir, 
grows, the ground never fails of Producing 
corn; but it is not fo where the pitch, or 
any other kind of fir, prevails, 

Vor. £ Nn Te 
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The 7th, we came to the head of the 
Tongufky, which is formed by the conflux{ 
of two other rivers, the Angara, and the 
Elimm. The firft iffues from the great 
Baykall lake, and runs towards the weft, 
till it meets the Tongufky, when it lofes 
itsname. We left the Angara and Ton- 
gufky on our right hand, and proceeded a~ 
long the Elimm, which we found much 
fmoother than the Tongufky. The Elimm 
is a confiderably large and navigable river. 
The banks on the fouth fide are very high, 
and covered with rugged rocks, overgrown 
with woods; but, to the north, you meet 
wiih feveral villages, corn-fields, and paf- 
turage. 

We kept on our courfe up the Elimm, a 
jittle to the northward of the eaft, till the 
gih, when we arrcd at the town of E- 
limfky, fo called from the name of the ri- 
yer, which ftands in a narrow valley, on the 
fouth fide of the river, encompaffed with 
high hitls, and rocks covered with woods. 
This place is but fmall, and is only confi- 

derable; 
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derable, as it ftands on the road to the eaf- 
tern parts of Siberia ; for travellers to Chi. 
na generally take to the fouth-eaft, ton 
wards Irkutfky ; and thofe who travel to 
Yakutiky and Kamtzatlky, to the north- 
eaft. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, IV. 


Obfervations on Yakutfky and Kamt- 
zaifky, Pe. Fourney continued to 
Irkuifey, and Occurrences there, 
Pe. 


AT Eliatky met with General Kani« 
fer. He was adjutant general to 
Charles XH. of Sweden, and much efteem- 
ed by that great warrior, for his, military 
exploits, Kanifer was a native of Cour- 
land. He was taken prifoner by the Ruf- 
fians in. Poland, and fent hither, where he 
lived in eafe and folitude, and was regu- 

larly vifited by all travellers. 
This gentleman had a creature called 
kaberda, which was brought to him when 
a 
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a fawn by fome of the Tongufy. Te is the 
animal from which the fweet-finelling drug: 
calléd mufk is taken, The mufk grows a-* 
bout the navel, in form of an excrefcence, 
which is cut off, and preferved, when the 
creature is killed, There are many of 
them in this country ; but the mufk is not 
fo ftrong fcented as that which comes from 
China, and more fouthern climates, :' The 
general had bred this: creature to be very 
familiar. He fed at his table with bread 
and roots. When dinner was over, it 
jumped on the table, and picked up the 
crumbs. It followed him about the ftreets 
like a dog. I muft confefs it was pleafing 
to fee it cut caprioles, and play with chil- 
dren like a kid. 

The kaberda is a fize lefs than the fal- 
low-deer, and its colour darker. It is of a 
pretty fhape, having ere& horns, without 
branches ;. is very fwift, and haunts rocks 
and mountains of difficult accefg to men or 
cogs ; and, when hunted, jumps from cliff 
to cliff with incredible celerity, and firm- 


nefs 
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nefs of foot. The fleth is efteemed better 
yenifon than any of the deer kind, of lar- _ 

“ger fize, whereof there is great variety in 
thefe parts. 

Before I leave Elimfky, I thall, as ufual, 
give a fhort account of fome of the places 
adjacent; particularly thofe to the north- 
eaft, towards the river Lena, and Yakutfky, 
according as I have been informed by tra- 
vellers, on whofe veracity I could entirely 
depend. 

The people who travel in winter from 
hence to thefe places, generally-do ition Ja- 
nuary oF - February. Tt is a very long and 
difficult journey, and which none but Ton- 
gufians, or fuch hardy people, have abili- 
ties to perform. The Ruflians frequently 
finith it in fix weeks. The common me- 
thod is as follows: After travelling a few 
days in fledges, when the road becomes 
impaflable by horfes, they fet themfelves 
on fnow-fhoes, and drag after them what 
is called a nart, containing provifions and 
other neceflaries, which are as few and 

light 
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light as poffible. This nart is akind of 
fledge, about five feet long, and ten inch~ 
es broad, which a man may eafily draw up~ 
on the deepeft fnow. At night, they makea 
large fire, and lay themfelves down to fleep 
in thefe narrow fledges. As foon as they 
have refrefhed themfelves, they again pro-~ 
ceed on their fnow-thoes, as before. This 
manner of travelling continues about the 
fpace of ten days, when ‘they come to a 
place where they procure dogs to draw 
both themfelves and their narts. The dogs 
are yoked by pairs, and are more or fewer. 
in number, according to’ the weight they 
have to draw. Being trained tothe work, 
they go on with great fpirit, barking all the 
way; and the perfon, who lies in the 
fledge, holds a {mall cord to guide the dog 
that leads the reft, They are faftened to 
the fledge by a foft rope, which is tied a- 
bout their middle, and pafles through be. 
tween their hind legs, I have been fur- 
prifed to fee the weight that thefe creatures 
are able to draw ; for travellers muft carry 

along 
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along with them provifions, both for them~ 
felves and-the dogs. Thefe watchful ani- 
mals know the time of fetting out in the 
morning, and make a difinal howling, ull 
they are fed, and purfue their journey. 
“This way of travelling would not, 1 believe, 
fuit every conftitution ; the very fight of it 
fatisfied my curiofity. Thus, however, 
thefe people proceed, for near three weeks, 
till they arrive at fome villages on the Le- 
na, where, leaving the dogs, they procure 
horfes, with which they travel to the town, 
ef Yakutfky. This place has, its. name, from. 
a rivulet, called Yakut, which empties itlelf 
into the Lena. 

I have been, perhaps, too particular in 
defcribing the method of traveling with 
{now-fhoes and dogs ; but, as thefe things 
are known to few Europeans, I concluded 
an account of them would not be diiagree- 
able. I have {cen feveral Swedith officers 
who have travelled to Yakutfky in this 
manner, I tried the fnow-fhoes myfelf, 

>» and 


1720, TO PEKIN. 289 


and found them very fatiguing ; but time- 
and practice make them eafy and familiar. 

There is a more agreeable road from E- 
limfky to Yakutfky than that I have men- 
tioned, which is by water, down the river 
Lena ; but this rout will not agree with the 
time and circumftances of every traveller. 
Thofe whotravel from Irkutfky by this courfe 
go by land to a place called Vercholentky 
Oftrogue, fituated near the fource of the Le- 
na, where they embark, and fall down the 
ftream. Thole who go from Elimfky, crofs 
the country dire@ly, about two days jour- 
ney, to the firft convenient place upon the 
Lena, where they procure veffels, and fail 
down the river to Yakutfky, or any other 
place ; but, in this paflage by water, they 
are peftered with numbers of large gnats 
and mufkitoes, which leffen the pleafure of 
the voyage. 

Before I proceed to the northward, it 
will not be improper to give a fhort de- 
{cription of the famous river Lena ; which, 
for the length of its courfe, and quantity of 

Vor. J, Oo . water, 
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water, may be®compared to any of the lar- 
geft rivers in the world. 

The Lena rifes at a {mall diftance north- 
ward from the Baykall lake, and runs to the 
north, with a little variation, till it difchar- 
ges itfelf into the Northern Ocean. I com- 
pute the length of it, from the fource to the 
ocean, to be about two thoufand five hun- 
dred Englith miles, though it is much more 
by common report. It is navigable during 
this whole courfe, having no cataraéts fo 
great as to prevent the paflage of veflels of 
confiderable burden. {t receives many great 
rivers, moft of which come from the eaft; 
Tr inay be eafily imagined, that the Lena 
cannot fail of being ftored with various 
kinds of excellent fith, when the other ri- 
vers in Siberia afford fuch plenty and vari-~ 





cty. The banks are generally overgrown 
with tall thick woods, wherein are abun- 
dance of game, and wild beafts. The 
country, between its fource and the 
Baykall lake, is well peopled, abounding 

with 
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with many Rufs villages and cornfields, 
along the banks of the river, a 

Having formerly mentioned Yakutfky 
and Kamtzattky, I thall add a few obter- 
vations on thefe two provinces. 

The town of Yakutlky, capital of the 
Province of that name, is fituated on the 
weit bank of the river Lena, and governed 
by a commandant 3 whofe office is reckon- 
ed very lucrative,. as many fables, and om 
ther valuable furs, are found in that pro= 
vince, 

The winter here js very long, and the 
froft fo violent, that it is never out of the 
earth, in the month of June, beyond two 
feet and an half below the furface. When 
the inhabitants bury their dead three 
feet deep, they are laid in frozen earth ; 
for the heat of the fan never penetrates ae 
bove two feet, or two feet and an half; fo 
that, Iam informed, all the dead bodies re. 
main in the earth unconfumed, and will do 
fo till the day of judgment, 


The 
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The town, and many villages in its 
neighbourhood, are inhabited by Ruffians, 
who have horfes and cows, but no fheep 
nor corn. They are plentifully fupplied 
with corn from the fouthern parts of the 
country, by water-carriage along the Lena. 
And, in fummer, they make hay enough to 
feed their cattle in winter. 

The province of Yakutfky is inhabited 
by a numerous tribe of Tartars, by which 
name the Ruffians call the whole of the 
natives of this country, however they dif- 
fer from one another in religion, language, 
and manners. ‘hofe of this province are 
named Yakuty. They occupy a great 
fpace of territory round this place, efpeci- 
ally to the eaft, where they. border with 
the extenfive province of Kamtzatfky. 

‘The Yakuty differ little from the Ton- 
gufians, either in their perfons or way of 
life. Their occupation, like that of the o- 
ther natives, is ithing and hunting. They 
have flatuth faces, little black eyes, and 
..hg black hair, plaited, and hanging down 

their 
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their backe. Many of the men are mark- 
ed im the face with charcoal, after the man- 
ner of the Tongufians, I have, however, 
feen many of thefe people, both men and 
Women, of good complexions, They of- 
ten fell their children to the Ruffians, who 
are very fond of them, as they generally 
make trufty fervants, 

Thefe people, though otherwife humane 
and traGtable, have among them one very 
barbarous cuftom: When any of their 
people are infirm through age, or feized 
with diftempers reckoned incurable, they 
make a {mall hut for the patient, near fome 
river, in which they leave him, with fome 
provifions, and feldoi or never return to 
vifit him. On fuch oceafions, they have 
no regard to father or mother, but fay they 
do them a good office in fending them toa 
better world. Whereby it appears, that 
even thefe rude ignorant people have a 
notion of a future ftate, 

Under Kamtzattky I include all that vat 
tra of land reaching from the river 

Amocr, 
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Amoor, along the fhore of the Eaftern, or __ 
Japanefe ocean, called by the Ruffians 
Tikoe More, or the Calm Sea, to the north- 
eaft point of the continent. The country 
along the fhore is very pleafant and heal- 
thy, efpecially to the fouth, where the cli- 
mate is temperate. This part of the coun- 
try produces grain, and, as I have been in- 
formed, even grapes and other fruits. The 
inhabitants are very humane and hofpi- 
table. 

When the Ruffians firft entered this pro- 
vince, the Kamtzedans endeavoured to op- 
pefe them, For this purpofe they affem- 
bl i great num! crs of men, armed, after 
the fafhion ot their country, with bows, 
arrows, and inort lances, headed with bone, 
fharpened at the point, Whence it ap- 
pears, that thefe people knew no more thé 
ule of iron, than the Mevicans on the arri- 
val of the Spaniards in America, Their 
multitudes were foon dilperfed by a few 
Ruffians with fire-arms, which, in thofe 
days, had rifled barrels, and a {mall bore, 

which 
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which killed at a great diftance. The poor 
Kamtzedans, feeing their people fall with 
out any vifible wound, and aftonithed with 
the fire and noife of the gunpowder, left 
the field in the utmoft confternation. Their 
difpofitions now, were wholly inclined to 
peace ; and a few of their chief men were 
fent to the Ruffians in order to obtain it. 
They proftrated themfelves, in the moft 
fubmiffive manner, before the leader of the 
party, and begged of him to grant them 
peace ; which he did, on condition of their 
paying to his Majefty an annual tribute of 
fables, or other furs, This condition they 

have punctually Performed ever fince, 
Many parts of Kamtzatiky are hilly and 
mountainous, Particularly to the north, and 
covered with tall woods. At Ochotiky is 
a good harbour, and timber enough to 
build a royal Navy. There are Many great 
and {mall rivers that run through the coun- 
try, and empty themfelves into the Eaftern 
Ocean, among which is a great river called 
Anadeer. To the north of this river, to- 
wards 
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wards the ocean, lies an extenfive tract of . 
land, litle known, and inhabited by a 
fierce and favage people, called by the Ruf 
fians Anadeertzy, who continue very un- 
tractable. 

I have nothing further to add concern= 
ing thefe remote provinces, only, | am per- 
fuaded, that the iflands of Japan can be at 
no great diftance from the fouthern parts 
of Kamtzatfky. What confirmed me in 
this opinion is, that I faw at St Peterfburgh 
a young man, a native of Japan, who, I 
” believe, is yet alive in the Academy of 8ci- 
ences at that place. 1 afked him, by what 
accident he was brought fo far from his 
own country ; and he gave me the follow- 
ing account: “aat his father and himfelf, 
with a few perfons more, being at a noted 
town called Naggifaky, on the weft coaft 
of the ifland, employed about fome affairs 
of trade, and having finithed their bufinefs, 
intended to return to their own habitations, 
en the north fhore, by failing round the 
coaft, Therefore went they on boarda | 

{mail 


mo. FOF RUN. oy 
—{mall-boat, and begun their voyage home~ 


‘ ward; but, meeting with a Rrong gale off 

sthe Jand, they were unfortunately driven 
out to fea, and, ina few days, were caft 
upon the coaft of Kamtzatiky, half-ftarved, 
and in the greateft diftrefs . In this condi- 
tion they met with a Ruffian officer, who 
afforded them all that afliftance which com- 
mon humanity dictates on fuch occafions. 
Notwithftanding all his care, feveral of the 
old people died, being quite {pent with fa- 
tigue, and want of victuals. That he and 
another youth, who was fince dead, were 
fent to St Peterfburgh, where his Majefty | 
was pleafed to order that they fhould be 
provided for in the Academy. — This 
young man could read and write both the 
Japanefe and Ruffian languages. 

We fet out from Etimiky oa the rath; 
and next day, in the evening, came toa 
fmall village, upon the north bank of the 
river Angara, about eighty verft diftant 
from Elimtky. Duting thefe two days we 
faw no houfe nor any inhabitants, the whole 
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of the country through which we paffed, 
being covered with tall and thick woods, 
There is a narrow road cut for fledges, and 
the trees-on each fide meeting at the top 
fhade it by day, and in the night make it 
very dark, and almoft difmal. 

We paffed the night in this village, 
where we got freth horfes; and, next 
morning, repeated our journey almoft due 
eaft up the river Angara upon theice, A- 
long the banks we found many villages 
well peopled. The face of the country 
had now a different afpect from.whatI had 
feen for feveral months ; fometimes we 
faw a fine champaign country, exhibiting 
a beautiful and extenfive profpe@; at o- 
ther times, the view was agreeably varied 
with woods and rifing grounds. The 
north fide of the river is moftly overgrown 
with woods. There are fome openings a= 
jong the banks, where we tound villages, 
and abundance of cattle anu provifions. 

The sth, we arrived ata large village 
called Ballaganfky, fituated on the fouth 

fide 
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—fide of the Angara, near a rivulet, Yunning 
from the fouth, called Unga. The fittia- 
tion of this place is very pleafant, as it 
ftands in a fruitful plain, and Has many 
corn-fields and woods in the neighbours 

hood. . Z 

Here we found another tribe of the na« 
tives of Siberia, who differ, in fome parti~ 
culars, from all thofe I have formerly de« 
feribed. They are called by the Ruffians 
Bratfky, but by themfelves Buraty. They 
live in tents all the year ; and, having large 
flocks of fheep, and many cows and horfes, 
they remove from place to place, as the 
convenience of grazing requires. Their 
Janguage has a great affinity to that of the 
Kalmucks ; and they have priefts among 
them who can read and write that lan~ 
guage. As to their drefs and manner of 
life, I could obferve little difference between 
them and the Kalmucks on the Volga ; 
and therefore conclude they have both de- 
{cended from the fame original. heir 
faces, however, are not quite fo flat as thofe 
of 
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Their arms are bows and arrows, lances 
and fabres ; all of which are ufed on harfe- 
back ; for, like the Kalmucks, they have 
no infantry, They are dexterons archers, 
and ikilful horfemen, 

Thefe people were formerly fubjeg& to a 
prince of the Mongals, but now live very 
quietly under the Ruffian government, 
They are at prefent a very numerous 
people, reaching towards the eaft.and fouth 
of the Baykall lake, and are generally 
xeckoned very honeft and fincere, 

As to their drefs, the men wear a coat, 
or rather gown, of fheep-fkins, girt about 
the*middle, in all feafons ; a fmall round 
cap, faced with fur, having a taffel of red 
filk at the top, which, together with a pair 
of drawers and boots, makes up the whole 
of their apparel. The womens’ drefs is 
nearly the fame, only their gowns are plait. 
ed about the waift, and hang down like a 
petticoat. The married women have their 
hair hanging in two locks, one on each 
fide of the head, drawn through two iron 
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rings to prevent its floating on the breaft, 
and looking very like a tye-wig. Round 
their fore-head they wear a hoop of po= « 
lifhed iron, made faft behind ; and on their 
head a fmall round cap, faced -with fur, 
and embroidered, in their fathion, to dif- 
tinguith it from thofe of the men. The maids 
are dreffed in the fame manner, only their 
hair is all plaited, hanging in feparate locks 
round their head, and is as black as a ra- 
ven: Some of them have good’complex- 
ions, Both the men and women are cour- 
teous.<in -their- behaviour,-~ I fhould like 
them much better if they were alittie more 
cleanly. Both their perfons and tents’ are 
extremely nafty, from their ufing only 
fkins to preferve them from the cold; on 
thefe they fit or lie, round a little fire, in 
their tents. 

The religion of the Buraty feems to be 
the fame with that of the Kalmucks, which 
is downright Paganifm of the groffeft kind, 
They talk indeed of an Almighty and good 
being, who created all things, whom they 

cal] 
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call Burchun, but feem bewildered, in: ob- 

- {eure and fabulous notions, concerning hig: 

é\ nature and government. They have twa 
high priefts, to whom they pay great re= 
{pe& ; one is called Delay-Lama, the other 
Kutuchtu. Of thefe priefts I fhall have an 
opportunity to give fome account after~ 
wards. 

In paffing the tents of the Buraty, I of« 
ten obferved a long pole, whereon was 
hung, by the horns, the head and tkin of a 
fheep. On inquiring the reafon of this 
appearance, I wag told that the animal, 
whofe head and fhin thefe were, had been: 
flain,- and offered in facrifice, to the God 
who protected their flocks and herds, I 
could obferve no images among them, exe 
cept fomerelicks given them by their priefts, 
which they had from the Delay-Lama ; 
.thefe are commonly hung up ina corner 
of their tents, and fometimes about their 
necks, by way of an amulet, to preferve 
them from misfortunes, : 

The 
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The 16th, we came to another large vil-. 
lage, called Kamenka, fituated on the north 
bank of the river, where we found many 
of the Buraty in their tents. This day we 
had fome rain, which melted much fnow, 
and made it dangerous to travel upon the 
ice ; fo that we were obliged to leave the 
river, and make the beft of our way along 
the banks; for feveral of our horfes broke 
through the ice, and were got up again 
with no fmall difficulty. 

The 17th, our route lay to the fouth-eaft, 
The -alteration- ofthe weather -wks now 
very perceptible, the heat of the fun was 
very intenfe, and the fnow fuddenly dif- 
appeared, leaving no marks of winter, ex- 
cept the ice upon the river, which was va- 
nifhing very faft. Thus, in the {pace of a 
few days, we paffed from a cold winter to 
a warm {pring ; and one would almoft have 
imagined we had been imperceptibly drop- 
ped into a another climate. Our fledges, in 
which we had travelled and lodged; for 
moft part, during the winter, could now be 

of 
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_, Of no ufe; and we left them to be-put on 
wheel-carriakes, in order to follow US.as 
theuld be convenient. 

- Having procured fuch horfes and furni« 
ture as the place afforded, we proceeded a- 
long the north bank of the Angara, to- 
wards Irkuttky, We were efcorted by fome 
Coffacks, and a party of the Buraty, armed 
with bows and arrows, We hunted all the 
way as we travelled, and were not a little 
furprifed to fee the Buraty kill many hares 
with their arrows. This exercife was very 
feafonable, as we had been confined to 
fledges for more than three months, during 
our journey from Cazan to this place. 

On the 18th of March, we arrived at 
the town of Irkutfky, fo called from the 
rivulet Irkut, which falls into the Angara 
near it. It ftands on the north bank of 
the Angara, ina large plain, to the north 
of which the grounds are very high, and 
covered with woods. On the fouth fide of 
the river, towards the Baykall luke, are 
high ils, rifine to the fouth, and covered 
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with tall trees, among which are many la- 
-rixes and Siberian cedars. The larix, cal- 
~ Jed in Rufs lifvinitza, is a well known tree 
in thefe parts ; near the root of it grows a 
famous drug, called agarick, in form of a 
muthroom ; it fheds its leaf in autumn, and 
in fummer it looks like a ‘pine; it grows 
very ftraight and tall, and is reckoned good 
timber for thip-building ; it bears a cone 
like the fir-tree, containing the feed, but 
net half fo large. 

What is called the cedar is a large tall 
tree, which never fhades the leaf; it is 
white and fmooth, but has not the leaft 
fmell of cedar. They ufe it chiefly in build- 
ing houfes ; and it -makes the fineft white 
‘floors, and freeft from knots, of any wood 
Lknow. The Icaves are like thole of a: 
pine, but grow in taffcls, very beautifal. 
‘The cones are large, and inftead of feed, 
like the fir, contain a fmall nut with a ker- 
nel, of which the people in this country 
are very fond, and eat it by way of a defert, 
in place of better fruit. Jt has a pleafant 
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tafte, like that of raifins, and is efteemed 
good for the ftomach. 

The town of Irkutiky is fortified witha 
ditch, and ftrong pallifades, having towers 
at certain diftances. The garrifon confifts 
of fome regular troops, befides a number 
of Coffacks, or the militia of the country, 
The town contains about two thoufand 
houfes; and the inhabitants are plentifully 
fupplied with provifions of allkinds from 
the “neighbouring villages. ~The adjacent 
woods abound with variety of game. The 
river affords fturgeon, and many other kinds 
of fifh, but.no flerlet; becanfe, as I appre- 
“Rend, they delight in muddy ftreams, and 
the water at this place is fo clear, that, in 
two fathoms Agen: one may fee the pebules 
at the bottom. 

At Irkutiky is a good market for fata of 
all forts, and likewife for many kinds of 
Chinefe goods, Ali merchandife muft be 
entered at the cufom-houfe in this place, 
and pays a duty of ten ger cent. which pro- 

duces 
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duces a confiderable revenue to his Ma- 
jefty. ; fo? GE 

The 25th of March, our baggage arri-- 
ved, after furmounting many difficulties 
on the road, They had been obliged to 
leave-many of the fledges, after taking the 
baggage off them, and putting it on wheel- 
carriages. 

Our defign was to have crofled the Bay- 
kall Sea upon the ice, and then proceeded 
by land to the town of Selinginfky ; but 
we came too late for that: purpofe. The 
feafon was fo far advanced, that, before our 
carriages arrived, the river was almoft free 
of ices We were informed, indeed, that 
the ice upon the lake was fufficiently ftrong 
to bear horfes; but, upon confidering the 
matter, it was thought moft advifeable to re- 
main here, till the ice in the fea was alfo 
melted, that we might go by water to Se- 
linginfky ; and orders were immediately 
given that veflels fhould be prepared for 
this purpofe. 

April 
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April 1ft, we crofled the river, accom- 
_ panied by Mr Rakitin the commandant, in 
- ,Order to take a view of the country towards 
the fouth. We rode through fine woods of 
ftately oaks, and other trees, formerly men- 
tioned. We hunted all the way, and found 
abundance of game, At laft, we came toa 
fmall Ruffian village, in a fruitful valley, 
encompafled with hills covered with woods, 
where we lodged. Next day we went ten 
ora dozen miles farther, in fearch of wild 
beafts ; but, finding none, we returned to 
the fame village, and the day following to 
Irkutiky. 

2 The 10th, we were. entertained with a 
famous Buratfky Shaman, who was alfo 
Jama or pricft, and was brought from a 
great diftance. As thefe thamans make a 
great noife in this part of the world, and 
are believed, by the ignorant vulgar, to be’ 
infpired, I thall give fome account of the 
behaviour of this One, in particular, by 
which it will appear thar {he whole is an 
impofition, 


He 
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- He was introduced to the ambaffador by 

the commandant, accompanied by feveral 
chiefs of his own tribe, who treat him with 
great refpe&. He was a man of about 
thirty years. of age, of a grave afpe&t and 
depertment. At his introdu@tion, he had 
a cup of brandy prefented to him, whieh 
he drank, but refufed any more. 

After fome converfation, he was defired 
to exhibit fome fpecimen of his art; but 
he replied, he could do nothing in a Ruf- 
fian houfe, becaufe there were fome images 
of faints which prevented his fuccefs. The 
performance was therfore adjourned to a 
Buratfky tent in the fuburbs. According- 
ly, in the evening, we went fo the place 
appointed, where we found the fhaman, 
with feveral of his companions, round a 
little fire, fmoking tobacco, but no women 
among them. We placed ourfelves on ong 
fide of the tent, leaving the other for him 
and his countrymen. After fitting about 
half an hour, the fhaman placed himfelf 
crofs-legged upon the floor, clofe by afew 

burn- 
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burning coals upon the hearth, ith his 
face towards his companions ; then he toek 
,two-fticks, about four feet long each, one 
im each hand, and began to fing a difmal 
tune, beating time with the fticks 3 all his 
followers joined in the chorus. During 
this part of the performance, he turned and 
diftorted his body into many different pof- 
tures, till at laft he wrought himfelf up to’ 
{uch a degree of fury, that “he: foamed at 
the’mouth, and his eyes looked red and fta~ 
ring. He now farted up on his legs, and fell 
a dancing, like one diftraQed, till he trode 
out the fire with his bare feet, . Thefe up- 
natural motions were, by the vulgar, ateri- 
buted to the operations of a divinity ; and, 
in truth, one would almoft have imagined 
him poffetled by fome daemon. After being 
quite {pent with dancing, he retired to the 
door of the tent, and gave three dreadful 
fhricks, by which, his companions faid, he 
called the daemon to direét him in anfwer- 
ing fuch queftions as fhoulft be Propofed, 
He then returned, and fatslowa in great 


come 
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compofure, telling he was ready to refolve 
any queftion that might be afked. Several 
of our people put queftions in abundance ;. 
‘all which he anfwered readily, but in fuch 
ambiguous terms that nothing could be 
made of them. He now performed feve- 
ral legerdemain tricks, fuch as ftabbing 
himfelf with a knife, and bringing it up at 
at his mouth, running himfelf through 
with a fword, and many others too trifling 
to mention. In fhort, nothing is more e- 
vident than that thefe fhamans are a parcel 
of jugglers, who impofe on the ignorant 
and credulous vulgar. 

The 6th of April, we went toa monaf{- 
tery, about five miles to the caftward of 
this place, where we dined with the Arch= 
bithop of Tobolfky. This prelate had 
Jately come hither to vifit fome monafte- 
ries, and, in his way, had baptifed a num-~ 
ber of Ofteaks and other heathens. From 
this time, till the 8th of May, little mate- 
rial happened. We waited patiently for 
the diffolving’ of the ice on the Baykall 
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lake, of which we expected to receive the 
moft certain knowledge, by means of the 
_ floating ice on the Angara ; for, when this 
happens, that river is filled with floating 
cakes, which are driven along with great 
fury by the wind and current. 

The rith, the river was now clear of 
ice. Our baggage was thipped on board 
large flat-bottomed boats, and drawn up 
the ftream ; the wind being foutherly, 
made the progrefs of the boats very flow. - 
The ambailidor, therefore, refolved to re= 
main at this place till he heard they had 
nearly reached the lake, which is about 
forty verft from Irkutfky. °° 

Befcre we left this place, Mr Kremen- 
ky, our interpreter for the Latin tongue, 
died of a heétic diforder. He was a Polith 
gentleman, and had laboured under this 
diftemper for fome years, 
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From Irkutfky, crofi the Lake Bay- 
hall, to Selinginfey ; fome Account 
of the Kutuchtu, ec. 


HE rsth of May, the weather being 
very hot, we did not fet out till after 
dinner, when we left Irkutfky, accompa- 
nied by the commandant and fome other 
officers of the place. We rode along the 
north bank of the river, through pleafant 
woods, and fome open fields, till we came, 
about midnight, to a few fithermen’s huts, 
where we halted for a few hours, and re= 
peated our jourr'ey early next morning. 
: : At 
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At noon, we arrived ata {mall-chapel, 
dedicated to St Nicolas, where travellers 
_ufually pay their devotions, and pray for a 
profperous paflage over the lake. Abeut 
this religious houfe there are a few fither- 
men’s huts. Two monks conftantly at- 
tend, to put people i in mind of their duty, 
and receive a {mall gratuity from the ae 
fengers, 

Here we found our beats waiting for 
us below the falls of the Angara, From 
hence you can fee the lake, burfting out 
betwixt two high rocks, and tumbling 
down over huge ftones, that lie’ quite crofs 
the river, which I reckon to be about an 
Englith mile broad, .The whole channel 
of the river is covered with thefe rocks, 
from the mouth of the lake down to the, 
Chapel of St Nicolas, about the diftance of 
an Englith mile. There is no paflage for the 
{malleft boats, except along the eaft fhore, | 
thro’ a narrow ftrait, between the rocks and 
the land. In the moft fhallw places, there 
is about five or fix feet water, and breadth 
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all the way fufficient for any fingle vef- 
fel. But if, by firefs of weather, or any o- 
ther accident, a boat fhould have the mif- ~ 
fortune to mifs this opening, and be thrown” 
upon the rocks, the muft immediately be 
dafhed to pieces, and the whole crew ine- 
vitably perith. The waters, dathing upon 
the ftones, make a noife like the roaring of 
the fea, fo that people near them can 
{carce hear one another fpeak. 1 cannot 
exprefs the awfulnefs with which one is 
ftruck, at the fight of fuch aftonifhing 
{cenes of nature as appear round this place, 
and which; I believe, are not to be equalled 
in the known world. The pilots and ifail- 
ors who navigate the lake fpeak of it with 
much reverence, calling it the Holy Sea, 
andthe mountains about it the Holy Moun- 
tains ; and are highly difpleafed with any 
perfon who {peaks of it with difrefped, or 
calls ita lake. They tell a ftory of a cer- 
tain pilot who always gave it that appella- 
dion, but was feverely punithed for his con- 
compt Being on a voyage in autumn, he 
: and 
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and his crew were tofled from fide to fide 
of the lake, till they were half flarved, and 
in great danger of perithing. Neceffity, at 
‘Taft, forced this hardy mariner to comply 
with the prevailing cuftom, and pray to 
the Holy Sea and Mountains.to have com- 
paffion on himsin fuch diftrefs. His pray- 
ers were effectual, and he arrived fafe to 
land ; but was obferved, ever after, to fpeak 
of the fea with the greateft refpect. 

~The afternoon was {pent in adjufting the 
tackles and preparing the barks for being 
drawn up the {lrong narrow current. 

The 17th, the wind being contrary, and 
blowing pretty frefh, the pilots would not 
venture out. I, and three more of our 
company, took this opportunity of walk- 
ing up to the top of the mountains, where 
we’ had a full view of the fea, and the land 
to the fouth, on the other fide of it, and 
alfo to the weft, as far as it extends. The 
land on the fouth fide of the lake'rifes gra~ 
dually, till it terminates.in hills moftly co- 
yered with wood; but, on the weflern 
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fhore, there are very high mountains, feve- 
tal whereof are overfpread with deep fhow, 
which we could eafily difcern, though at a 
great diftance. 
The Baykall Sea, oppofite to the mouth 
of the Selinga, is reckoned about fifty Eng- 
lith miles broad, though it is much broader 
in fome other places, and about three hun- 
dred miles in length. It is wholly freth 
water, and is fupplied by the Selinga, and 
many other rivers, from the fouth, and by 
the higher Angara from the eaft. The 
courfe of the fea is from fouth-weft to 
north-eaft, and has very few thelves or 
rocks, There is only one large ifland, 
near the middle of it, called Olchon. It is 
bounded on the north by a ridge of high 
rocks, which run from one end of it to the 
other. The only opening by which it dif- 
charges itfelf is that into the Angara, 
which, though it is a matural paffage, ap- 
pears as if cut through the rocks by art. 
In my opinion, one cannot imagine a more 
beautiful profpe@ of nature, than is feen 
from 
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from the top of thefe mountains, which 
may eafily be perceived from the fhort and 
imperfeét fketch I have drawn of it. The 


- woods on the fummit of the rocks are 


fhort, and thinly {cattered 3 but, on their 
declivity towards the north, and in the val- 
leys, the trees become gradually both taller 
and larger. There is abundance of game 
and wild beafts in thefe woods, particularly 
the wild boar, which was the firft of that 
{pecies we found in this country; a cere 
tain fign of a temperate climate; for thefe 
animals cannot endure the exceflive cold 
in more northerly parts. The hunting of, 
thefe animals being a dangerous kind of 
fport, we carefully avoided their haunts, In 
the evening, we returned to our barks at 
the chapel of St Nicolas, 

The Baykall is abundantly furnithed 
with various kinds of excellent fith, parti-~ 
cularly fturgeon, anda fith called omully, 
in fhape and tafte refembling a herring, but 
broader and larger. The fea produces alfo 
great numbers of feals, whofe tkins are 
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preferred in quality to thofe of feals caught 
in falt-water. Iam of opinion, that both 
the feals and fifth in the Baykall came ori- 
ginally from the Northern Oceans as the 
communication between them is open, tho’ 
the diftance be very great. 

The feals are generally caught in winter, 
by ftrong nets hung under the ice, The 
method they ufe is, to cut many holes in 
the ice, at certain diftances from one ano- 
ther, fo that the fithermen can, with long 
poles, ftretch their nets from one hole to 
another, and thus continue them to any 
diftlance. The feals, not being able to bear 
long confinement under the ice, for want 

"of air, feek thefe holes for relief, and thus 
entangle themfelves in the nets. Thefe 
creatures, indeed, commonly make many 
holes for themfelves, at the fetting in of the 
froft. In this manner they catch, not only 
feals, but fith of all kinds, in winter. 

The 18th, the wind being favourable, we 
puc of from St Nicolas’s. As we had 
workmen enough, we left part of them on 

board 
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board, to affift the pilot, by feiting poles, 
while the reft were employed on fhore, in 
towing the barks againft a ftrong current. 
In about the fpace of three hours we got 
clear of the current, and all hands came on 
board. We were now quite becalmed, and 
obliged to take to our oars. We rowed a- 
long fhore to the eaftward till about noen, 
when we had an eafy breeze, which foon 
carried us two. thirds over the fea, under 
our main-fail. The wind now chopped a= 
bout to the eat, and blew fo freth, that we 
could not make the river Selinga, which 
was the port where we intended to land, 
As thefe barks cannot turn to wiridward, we 
were drove about ten miles to the weft- 
ward of the Poffolfky monaftery, which 
ftands about fix miles to the weftward of 
the Selinga, in a pleafant and fruitful plain, 
furnithing an extenfive view in all direc- 
tions ; where, endeavouring to get to land 
at any rate, we fteered into a bay, in which 
we fancied we faw the fhore covered with 
cockle-thells or white fand On a nearer 
Vou. 1 $s approach, 
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approach, our miftake appeared. For what 
. feemed fhelis cr fand, at a diftance, was 
only great and fmall cakes of ice, beating 
with the waves egainft the main body of 
the ice, which lay firm, and covered the 
whole bay. Our people, on diftinguifhing 
the ice, immediately ftruck fail, and were 
in no fmall confufion. But Mr Ifmaeloff 
ordered the fail to be again fet, and to fteer 
dirgéty for ihe ice, In the mean time, all 
hands were employed in hanging boards a- 
bout the bow of the veffel, to prevent the 
cutting of the planks, and in fetting poles 
to pufh off the large cakes. At laft we 
came among the ice, which made a terrible 
rattling at firft; but the farther we advah- 
ced, the eafier our bark lay, till we came to 
the ‘main body of the ice, where fhe re- 
"mained as unmoved as if fhe had been in 
a mill-pond, though it flill continued to 
blow hard. We now quitted the fhip, and 
walked about upon the ice, which was yet 
ftrong enough to carry horfes. By this 
time the fun was fet, which prevented our 
defign 
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defign of going afhore, for the diftance was 
at leaft, five Englith miles; and there was 
a great gap in thé ice near the place where 
we lay. : 

About midnight the wind turned wef- 
terly, and, at break of day, we left our fta~ 
tion, and failed to the eaftward, and, about 
noon, entered the river Selinga, where we 
found our other three barks. They ha- 
ving been two or three miles before us the 
preceding night, had time enough to reach 
anchoring ground, and, by this means, e+ 
fcaped the ice, fo little expeéted at this fea- 
fon of the year. We ourfelves, before en= 
tering the bay, had founded; in order to 
difeever whether we could come to an an- 
chor; but no bettom could be found, tho’ 
we joined feveral lead-lines together, a- 
mounting to above one hundred and fifty 
fathoms, 

The mouth of the Selinga is furrounded 
with tall reeds, and contains feveral iflands. 
The entry into it is very difficult, except 
the wind be fair, becaufe of many flats and 

fand- 
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fand-banks, thrown up by the current of 
the river. Here we found great flocks of 
all kinds of water-fowl, particularly fnipes. 

The wind continuing fair, we failed up 
the river to a {mall oratory, dedicated alfo 
to St Nicolas, where all hands went afhore 
to return thanks for their fafe paffage. The 
prior of the Poffoifky monaftery came to 
this place to falute the ambaflador, and 
brought a prefent of fith, and fuch other 
provilions as thefe religious houfes afford. 

In the evening we proceeded up the ri- 
ver, till night overtook us, when we hauled 
our boats clofe to the bank, and lay till 
next morning, which was the 20th of May. 
This day being calm, the barks were towed 
up ‘the river; and we walked along the 
banks, hunting all the way in a very plea- 
fant country. At night we lay by, as for- 
merly. ; 

The 21ft, the weather was very hot.. 
We continued our voyage in the fame 
manner as before. , 


The 
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The 22d, the wind being fair, we hoift» 
ed fails, and in the evening arrived at a 
large village, well built and peopled, called 
Kaboaniky Oftrogue. This place is plea- 
fantly ficuated, on a rifing ground upon 
the weft bark of the river, furrounded 
with many corn fields and much pafturage, | 
Here we took new hands on board our 
barks, and difmitled the former to return 
in open boats to Irkutiky, 

The 25th, we reached another large 
village called Bolfhoy Zaimka, fituated in 
a fertile country. In the neighbourhood 
is a {mall monaftery, and many leffer vil- 
lages. Many of the Buraty were. en- 
camped, with their flocks and herds, on 
both fides of the river. 

The climate on this fide of the Baykall 
lake is much more temperate than on. the 
north fide. The land produces rich _crops 
of wheat, rye, barley, oats, buck-wheat, 
and peafe ; befides kitchen roots, and o- 
ther garden ftuff. The inhabitants have 
fot yet begun to plant any kind of fruit- 

: : trees, 
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trees, which, I am perfuaded, would thrive 
exceedingly, as the winters are fhort, and 
the fnow does not lie above fix weeks or 
two months. The banks of the river ap- 
peared very pleafant, being finely varied 
with plains and woods. 

The 26th, we came to-a large town, cal~ 
led Udiniky, from the rivulet Uda, which 
runs into the Selinga, on the eaft bank. 
This place alfo ftands in a fertile plain, ha- 
ving hills covered with woods towards the 
eaft. In thefe hills are found feveral rich 
ores, particularly of lead ; in digging which 
many hands-are now employed. The 
miners fay it is of too hard a quality ; how- 
ever, they have extracted confiderable 
quantities of filver from it; and I have 
been informed that they alfo found fome 
veins of filver ore. As thefe works are 
but latély begun, it is not doubted that they 
are capable of great improvement, at an 
eafy charge, as the metal lies fo near the 
furface. Samples of thefe ores have been 
fent to St Peterfburgh; and, 1 am inform- 

ed, 
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ed, his Majefty has engaged fome German 
miners to make experiments upon them, 
Both here and on the Angara iron is to 
be found in great abundance at the very 
furface: But as the diftance is too great 
for exportation, it is not worth the labour. 
To fupply the common confumption of the 

“country, the finith takes his bellows, goes 
to the mine, and {melts and works as much 
‘iron as he needs. I have feen fome of this 
iron of an excellent, foft, and pliable qua- 
lity. 

Befides the above mentioned, there are 
at this lace very rich mines of copper, I 
have feen fome of the ore with large veins 
of pure copper running through in - I 
make no doubt but time and future difco- 
veries will bring thefe mines to perfedtion, 
to the great emolument of the Ruffian em- 
pire. 

All this country is under the jurifdi@ion 
of the commandant of Irkuthky, who fends 
deputies to all the towns of this extenfive 
Province, to adminifter juftice, and take 

care 
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eare of his Majefty’s revenues. The pow- 
er of nominating fub-governours and com- 
mandants, .is -velted by his Majefty in the 
governour of Siberia, which gives him an 
authority equal to a fovereign prince. 

The ambaflador, finding the progrefs of 
the boats againft the ftream very flow and 
tedious, being befides much peftered: wittr 
gnats and mufkitoes, refolved to go by 
land the reft of the way to Selinginfky :° 
For which purpofe, the fuperintendant of 
this place ordered horfes, and a proper ef- 
cort, to be got ready againft next morning 
on the other fide of the river, the toad on 
this fide being interrupted by thick woods 
and deep rivers. 

The 27th, having fent off our barks, we 
croffed the river, and, having no baggage, 
we foon mounted. The road lay through 
a fine plain, covered with excellent grafs, 
In the evening we came to a fountain of 
pure water, where we lodged in the tents 
of the Buraty, and flept on bull-hides. 

; The 
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~~ The 28th, early, we proceeded, «travel 

ling over fome pretty high-hills overgrown 

with wood. About noon, wecame to a 
river called Orongoy, wh*ch we crofled on 
2tall camel, it being too deep for horfes, 
At this place we found a number of the 
uraty encamped, with their flocks gra- 
» zing in whe neighbourhood, 

“Our horfes having fwam the river, we 
Went into One of the Burattky tents till : 
they were dried. The hofpitable landlady 
immediately fet her kettle on the fire to 
make us fome tea 3 the extraordinary 
cookery ‘of which I cannot omit deferi- 
bing. After placing a large iron kettle over 
the fire, the took care to wipe it very clean 
with a horfe’s tail, that hung ina corner 
of the tent for that purpofe ; then the wa- 
ter was put into it, and foon after fome 
Searle bohea tea, which is got from China, 
and a little falt. When near boiling, the 
took a large brafs ladle, and tofled the tea 
till the liquor turned very brown. It was 
now taken off the fire, and, after fubfiding 
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a little, was poured clear into another vel+ 
fel, The kettle being wiped clean with the 
horfe’s tail as before, was again fet upon 
the fire. The sniftrets now prepared a 
pate, of meal and freth butter, that hung 
in a fkin near the horfe’s tail, which was 
put into the tea-kettle and fried. Upan 
this pafte the tea was again powred, tc 
which was added fome good thick cream, 
taken out of a clean fheep’s fkin, whica 
hung upon a peg among the other things. 
The ladle was again employed, for the {pace 
9f Gx minutes, when the tea, being remo- 
ved from the fire, was allowed to ftand a 
while in order to cool. The landlady now 
took fome wooden cups, which held about 
half a pint each, and ferved her tea to all 
the company. The principal advantage of 
" this tea is, that it both fatisfies hunger and 
quenches thirft. I thought it not difagree- 
able ; but fhould have liked it much better 
had it been prepared in a manner a little 
more cleanly. Our bountiful hoftefs, how- 
ever, gave us a hearty welcome; and as 
thefe 
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thefe people know’not the ufe of money, 
there was nothing to pay for our enter- 
tainment. We only made her a prefent of 
a little tobacco to fmoke,: of which thefe 
people are very fond. I have given this 
receipt with a yiew that fome European 
_dadies may improve upon it, 
Afte> this fhort repaft, we mounted ae 
- gain ; and, in the evening, came to a neat 
atuffian village, on the front of a pleMfant 
hill covered with wood. This place is 
furrounded with extenfive valleys and fine 
pafturage, and our accommodation was 
bettér than the preceding night, Here we 
met Mr Firfoff, colonel of the coffacks, or 
militia of Selinginfky, with a fquadron of 
horfe, armed with bows and arrows, and 
fome firelocks, who came to efcort the 
ambaflador to that place. 

The 29th of May we mounted early, 
and, by means of our coflacks, hunted and 
ranged the woods, as we went along, in 
the manner of this country, called oblave 
in the Ruffian language. Their method is 

te 
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to form a femi-circle of horfemen, armed 
with bows and arrows, in order to inclofe 
the game. Within the femi-circle a few 
young men are placed, who give notice 
when the game.is iprung ; thefe only are 
permitted to purfue, the others being con- 
fined to keep their ranks, Our coffacks, 
with their arrows, killed three pe at 
weral hares: And, if killing harmlefs ani- 
mals gan be called diverfion, this may pro- 
perly be reckoned one of the fineft, After 
this fathion they hunt bears, wolves, foxes, 
and wild boars. 

About noon we camce to a village on the 
Selinga, where we halted a few hours, and 
then crofied the river in boats, whieh was 
near a mile broad at this place. Our cof- 
facks, however, fought no boats, except one 
to tranfport their arms, cloaths, and fad- 
dies ; which being done, all of them mount. ' 
ed their horfes, and plunged into the river” 
without the leaft concern, As foon as the 
horfes were fet a {wimming, for eafe to 


them the men difmounted, and, laying hold 
of 
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of the mane with one hand, guided. them 
gently by the bridle with the other, This 
“is the common method in this country of 
tran{porting men and horfes, which I look 
upon to be both fafe and eafy, provided the 
horfe is managed with a gentle hand, with- 
Dut checking him with fadden Jerks of the 
~- We halted a little, after croffing the ri- 
ver, till the horfes were dried ; after which 
we mounted, and, in the evening, arrived 
at the town of Selinginfky, where we ins 
tended to wait for our barks, and the reft 

of. our people. 
Selingintky is fituated on the eaft bank 
‘of the noble river Selinga, in a deep, bar~ 
ren, fandy foil, that produces almoft no- 
thing. The choice of this fituation was 
extremely injudicious ; for, had the foun- 
_ders gone but half a mile further down, to 
the place where now the inhabitants have 
their gardens, they would have had a fi- 
tuation, in every tefpe@, preferable tothe 

prefent. 

This 
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This place confifts of about two hun- 
dred houfes and two churches, which are 
all of them built with wood, It is defen=~ 
ded by a fortification of {trong pallifades, 
on which are mounted fome cannon, 

* About a. mile eaftward of the town is a 
ridge: of high hills, quite covered ,wit 
‘wood, On the other fide of the rivef‘the 
country is open, dry, and fomewhat bara 
ren, but affords excellent pafture, particu-/ 
larly for fheep, whereof the Buraty, the 
inhabitants, have large flocks. They are 
of that kind which hath broad tails ; and 
their mutton is very good. Thefe people 
have, befides, a large fort of horned cattle, 
and abundance of horfes and camels, 
wherein all their riches confift. Here ends 
the tribe of the Buraty ; and the nation 
of the Mongalls begins. 

The Mongalls are a numerous people, 
and occupy a large extent of country, 
from this place to the Kallgan, which fig- 
nifies the Everlafting Wall, or the great 
wall of China. From this wall they ftretch 

them- 
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, themfelves northward as far as the. river 
Amoor, and from the Amoor weftward.to 
“the Baykall Sea, where they border with 
the territories of the Kontaytha, or ptince 
of the Black Kalmucks. On the fouth, 
they are bounded by a nation called Ton= 
Suts, among whom the Delay-Lama has 
his “sefidence. One may eafily imagine, 
-from the vaft tra of land which the Mon- 
galls occupy, that they» rapt be veryPaus 
merous, efpecially when re¢ is confidered, 
that they live in a healthy climate, and 
have been engaged in no wars fince they 
Were conquered, partly by the Ruffians on 
the weft, and partly by the Chinefe on the 
eaft; to whom all thefe people are now 
tributaries. In former times the Mongalls 
were troublefome neighbours to the Chi- 
nefe, againft whofe incurfions the great 
> wall was built. : 

Kamhi, the prefent Emperor of China, 
was the firft who fubdued thefe hardy Tar- 
tars, which he efleGed more by kind ufage 
and humanity than by his {word ; for thefe 

people 
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people are great lovers of liberty. The 
fame gentle treatment hath been obferved 
by the Ruffians towards thofe of them who 
are their fubjeéts. And they themfelves 
confefs, that, under the protection of thefe 
two mighty Emperors,: they enjoy more 
liberty, and live more at eafe, dee 
formerly did under their own prize, 

The prefen: Prince of Mongalia is called 
Tufi-du-Chan, “ahd refides about fix days’ 
journey to the iouth-eaft from Selinginfky. 
The place is called Urga, and is near to 
where the Kutuchtu or high-prieft inha- 
bits. When the Mengalls fubmitted them- 
felves to the Emperor of China, it was a-~ 
greed, that the Tuth-du-Chan fhould ftill 
maintain the name and authority of a prince 
over his people, ‘but undertake no war nor 
expedition without confent of the Empe- 
ror; which has ftrictly been obferved ever d 
fince. 

It is very remarkable, that in all the vaft 
dominions of Mongalia, there is not fo 
much asa fingle houfe to be feen, All 

the 
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the people, even the prince and high-prieft, 
live conftantly in tents, and remove with 
their cattle from place to place as conveni- 
ency requires, 

Thefe people do not trouble themfelves 
with plowing or digging the ground in 
any fafhion, but are content with the pro= 

~ ducé c€their flocks, Satisfied with necc{- 

~A4aries, without aiming at fuperfluities, they 
purfue the moft ancient and fimple mafner 
of life, which, I muft confefs, I think very 
pleafant in fuch a mild and dry climate, 

From the river Volga to the wall of 
China there are three great Tartar princes, 
the Ayuka-Chan, the Kontayfha, and the 
Tufh-du-Chan. Thef three 1 


tions have almoft the fame features, reli« 





outy neq 
gion, and language, and live in the fame 
s Manner, It will eafily be perceived, by 
“cafting an eye on the map, what an extent 
of territory thefe princes poflefs, whofe 
fubje&s go by the general name of Kal- 


mucks. Few languages can carry a travels 





ler over a Sreater extent of country than 
Vor. I, Ua that 
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that of the Kalmucks. With the Arabic, 
indeed, a perfon may travel through many 


places of the eaft, from Egypt to the court 


of the Great Mogul ; but with the Hlyric, 
he can travel-much further than with ei- 
ther of the former, viz. from the Gulf of 
Venice to the utmoft boundaries of Kamt- 
zatfka ; for the Ruffian is a dialehe? the 
Hlyric. = 

The greateft part of Mongalia is one 
continued wafte, except the places along 
the Amoor, and towards the Ruffian bor- 
ders on the weft. The foil alfo to the 
fouth from Sclinginfky, is exccedingly 
fine, and capable, by proper culture, -of 
producing grain of feveral forts, 

Since I have mentioned the Amoor, I 
prefume this will be no improper place to 
give fome account of that river. It is cal- 
led by the Tartars Shaggalyn-oulla, or the 
Black Dragon, 1 fuppofe from the colour 
of its waters, and the windings of its 
courfe. It is formed of two large rivers, 
whofe fources are in the defert, far to the 


eaftward 
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.ealtward of this place. One is called Ars 
gun, which iflues from a lake named De~ 
“lay; the other is Ingoda, on the north 
bank of which ftands the famous Ruffian 
town Nertzintky, The conflux of thefe 
rivers produces the Amoor, which runs to- 
wards the eaft, ‘augmenting daily by means 
of the many great and {mall ftreams it res 
eives, till it becomes one of the largeft 
rivers in this part of the wotld, and, after 
a long courfe, difcharges itfelf iato the 
Eaftern or Chincfe ocean, Tt is remark- 
able, that from Cazan to thefe parts, the 
-Amoor is the only river that runs eaft- 
ward. Mot, if not all,’of the great rivers 
in Siberia have their conrles to the north 

and north-weft, 
Our barks arrived at Selinginfky on the 
4th of June. After we had taken out of 
them what neceflarics we wanted, they 
were defpatched with thé reft of the bag- 
gage, for their greater fecurity, to his Ma= 
jefty’s ore-houles at Strealka, about four 
; miles 
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miles up the river, where the caravan for ; 
China then lay. ; 

In the mean time, the ambaflador wrote’ 
a letter tu the Allegada, or prime minifter, 
at the imperial court of Pekin, to notify 
his arrival, and defire his excellency 
would give orders for his reception on the 
borders. This letter was fent tothe Prince - 
of Mongalia, to be by him forwarded tox 
court ; for no‘ftrangers are allowed to trae 
vel through his territories to China with= 
out his permiffion.. The officer who car= 
ried the letter to the prince, was treated 
with great civilly, and his letter immedi- 
atcly fent to court by an exprefs, A- few 
days after, the prince fent two gentlemen, 
one of whom was a lama, to congratulate 
the ambaflador on_his arrival in thefe parts. 
They were invited to dine with the am- 
baffador, and behaved very decently, 

The fame officer, who carried the am- 
baflador’s letter to the Prince of Mongalia 
at Urea, was ordered to prefent his com< 
pliments to the Kutuchtu, or high prieft, 

who 


SS 
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who is a near relation of the prince. He 
received the officer in a very friendly man~ 
ner, defired him to fit down in his pre= 
fence ; an honour granted to very few, 
except ambafladors and pilgrims from re- 
mote countries ; and, at his departure, 
gave him a prefent of fome inconfiderable 
things, -rerticularly a few pieces of Chi- 
nefe fiiks, 

I cannot leave this venerable perfonage, 
without taking fome notice of him. I hhall 
therefore relate a few things concerning 
him, among thoufands more ridiculous, 
which the pedple in this country tell and 
believe. 

This extraordinary man aflumes to hime 
felf the character of omnifcience, which is 
the interpretation of the word Kutuchtu = 
and the people are taught to believe that he 


really knows all things paft, prefent, and fu- 


ture. As his intelligence, by means of his 
Jamas,is veryextenfive, he is eafily able toim- 
pole on the vulgar in this particular, They 

, alfo 
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alfo believe that he is immortal, not that 
his body lives always, but that his foul, 
upon the decay of an old one, immediately 
tranfmigrates into fome young human bo- 
dy, which, by certain marks, the lamas 
difcover to be animated by the foul of the 
Kutuchtu, and he is accordingly treated as 
high prieft. eee 

When the fpirit of the Kutuchtu has ta-, 
ken pofleffion of a new body, that is, in 
plain Englifh, when he is dead, the lamas 
are immediately employed to difcover in 
what part of the world this wonderful per- 
fon is regenerated, or born again, as they 
exprefs it. They need, however, go to no 
great diftance to find him ; for, the affair 
being previoufly concerted among the-chief 
‘lamas, they foon determine the choice of a 
fucceffor, who generally happens to be a 
young boy that has been well inftructed: 
how to behave on that occafion, When a 
fucceffor is pretended to be found, a com- 
pany of lamas are fent to examine the 
" matter, who carry along with them many 


toys, 
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toys, fuch as fmall filver bells, and things 
of that nature, which belonged to the fors: 
mér Kutuchtu, intermixed with others that 
did not. All thefe are laid before the 
child, who picks out fuch things as belong. 
ed to his predeceffor, and difcovers the 
‘~ greateft fondnels for them, but rejeats with 
difgufl whatever is noe genuine, Befides 
‘this trial, fome queflions are put to him, 
relative to wars or remarkable events, in 
his former ftate ; all which are anfwered 
to the fatisfadion of the conclave ; where~ 
upon he is unanimoufly declared to be the 
felf-fame Kutuchtu, is conducted with great 
pomp and ceremony to Urga, and lodged 

in the tent of the high prict, 
Till the new Kutuchtu arrives at a cer- 
tain age, he is entirely under the govern. 
~ Ment of the lamas, and few are permitted 
to fee him, except at a great diftance, and 
even then it is nor ealy to get accefs to him, 
Tt may feem furprifing, that in fo numerous 
an allembly of lamas, no intrigues fhould 
be carried on, nor difputes arife, among 
the 
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the electors, ‘All is conducted without 
noife or contention. It is, however, ima- 
gined, that the authority of the prince 
greatly contributes to their unanimity. 

The Mongalls relate, that thetr Kutuchtu 
now has lived fourteen gencrations, and re- 
news his. age every moon 5 for at the new” 
moon he appears like a youth ; when the 
is full, like a full-grown man 5 but, when, 
near the change, he is an old man with 
gray hairs. 

What they call the Urga is the court, or 
the place where the prince and high prieft 
refidc, who ac always encamped at no 
great diftance from one another, They 
have feveral thoufand tents about them, 
which are removed from time to time. The 
Urga is much frequented by merchants _ 
from China and Ruffia, and other places, « 
where all trade is carried on by barter; 
without moncy of any kind. The Chinefe 
bring hither ingots of gold, damafks, and 
other filk and cotton fluffs, tea, and fome 
porcelain, which are generally of an infe- 

rior 
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rior quality, and proper for fuch a market, 
The Raffian commodities are chiefly furs 
of all forts. Rhubarb is the principal ar- 
ticle which is exchanged for thefe goods, 
g'cat quantities whereof are produced in 
this country without any culture. The 
Mongails gather and dry it in autumn, and 
bring it to this market, where it is bought 
Up, at an ealy rate, both by the Roffian. 
and Chinefe merchants,’ 

The Kutuchtu and his lamas are all 
clothed in yellow ; and no layman is al- 
lowed to wear this colour except the prince. 
This mark of diftin@ion makes them 
known and refpedted every where, They 


allo wear about thelr vo? , “ing of beads, 
which are ufed in daying their prayers. 
The Mongalls believe in and worthip one 
Almighty Creator of all things. They 
hold that the Kutuchtu is God’s vicegerent ; 
on earth, and that.there will be a flate of 
future rewards and punifhments, 

The following relation, which I had 
from a Ruffian merchant, to whonr the 

Von, I, NX thing: 
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thing happened, will fhow the methods 
taken by thefe lamas to maintain the digni- 
ty and charaéter of their mighty high-prieft. 
This merchant had gone to the Urga, with 
an intention to trade with the Chinefe. 
While he was at this place, fome pieces of 
damafik were ftolen out of his tent. He - 
made a complaint to fome of the lamas 
with whom ,.he was acquainted, and theg 
matter was foon brought before the Kut- 
uchtu, who immediately ordered proper 
fieps to be taken with a view to find out 
the thief. The affair was conduéted in this 
uncommon manner; one of the lamas took 
abench with four fect, which feems to 
have been of the conjuring kind: After 
turning it feveral times in different direc- 
tions, at laft it pointed directly to the tent 
where the ftolen goods lay concealed. The | 
lama now mounted aftride on the bench, 
and foon carried it, or, a3 was commonly 
believed, it carricd him to the very tent ; 
where he ordered the damafk to be produ- 
ced. ‘The demand was direétly complied 
with ;- 
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with ; for itisin vain, in fuch cafes, to 
offer any excule. 

T thall now fabjoin a few obfervations 
on the Delay-Lama, or prieft of the defert, 
who is reckoned fill fuperior to the Kut- 
uchtu. He lives about a month’s Journey 
to the fouth-eaft of this place, among’ a 
people called the Tonguts, who ufe a dif- 
‘ferent language froin the Kalmucks. I 
am informed that the religion of the Ton- 
guts is the fame with that of the Mongalls ; 
that they hol! the fime opinions with re- 
fpect to the tranimigration of the Delay- 
Lama, as the Mongalls do about the Kut« 
vuchtu, and that he is ele@ed in the fame 
manner. What appears moft furprifing is, 
that thefe two mighty Lamas keep a good 
correfpondence, and never encroach on one 
another’s privileges. The word delay fig- 
nifies either the fea, or a great plain, fuch 
as this prief inhabits, 
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Occurrences at Selinginfhy ; feveral, 
parties of hunting 5 and journey 
continued to Saratxyn, the boundary 


between the Ruffian and Chinefe 


territories. 


FATE Tonguts are a feparate people, 

i governed by a Prince whom they 
call Lazin-Chan. One of their princes was .. 
lately killed in an engagement with the 
Kontayfha, King of the Black Kalmucks. 
The Delay-Lama himfelf narrowly efcaped 
being taken prifoner, notwithftanding all 
hig foreficht. The Lama threatened the 


Kon: 


i700. TO PEKIN. 439 


Kortaytha with many difafters, as the cons 
fequences of fuch proceedings, The Kon~ 
taytha, however, regarded them very little, 
till he had attained his ends 3 after which 
he gencroufly reinftated both the Prince and 
the Delay-Lama in their former dignity. 
The Kontayfh& is of the fame profeffion 
with the Delay-Lama, and acknowledges 
his authority in rcligious matters, 
I am informed there is a third Lama, 
called Bogdu-Pantzin, of ftill greater au- 
thority than cither of the former, But, as 
he lives at a great diftance, near the fron- 
tiers of the Great Mogul, he is litle known 
in thefe parts, Though I am unwilling 
to throw the leaf refleAion on any fociety 
of men inftituted for the promction of re- 
ligion and virtue, from all I can collet, 
concerning thefe Lamas, they are little 
better than fhamans of fuperior dignity. 
The anfwer to the letter, which the am- 
baffador had written to Pekin, was not yet 
arrived. In the mean time, we were obii- 
ped to remain at Selinginfky, where we en- 
tertained 
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tertained ourfelves in the beft manner we 
could. ‘ 

June the 12th, walking along the bank 
of the river, I was a little furprifed at the 
figure and drefs of a man ftanding among 
anumber of boys who were angling for 
fmall fithes. The perfon bought all the 
fithes alive, and immediately let them go 
again into the river, which he did very’ 
gently, one by one. ‘The boys were very 
civil to him, though they looked upon him 
as diftracted, on account of his behaviour. 
During this ceremony, he took Tittle notice 
of me, thoueh I fpoke to him feveral 
times. I foon perceived, by his drefs, and 
the ftreak of faffron on his forchead, that 
he was one of the Brachmans from India. 

After fetting all the fith a-fwimming, he 
feemed much pleafed; and, having learned 
a little of the Rufiian language, and a fmat- " 
tering of the Portuguefe, began to converfe 
with me. I carried him to my lodgings, 
and offered to entertain him with a dram ; 
but he would tafe nothing ; for he faid it 

was 
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was againft the rules of his religion to eat 
or drink with ftrangers. 

I afked him the reafon why he bought 

~ the fith to let them go again? He told me, 
that, perhaps, the fouls of fome of his de- . 
ceafed friends or relations had taken poflef= 
fion of thefe fifhes 3 and, upon that fuppo- 
fition, it was his duty to relieve them: 
That, according to their law, no animal 
whatever ought to be killed or eaten ; and 
they always lived on vegetables, 

After this interview, we became fo famj= 
liar, that he came every day to vifit me, 
He was a chearful man, about feventy 
years of age, He had a buth of hair grow- 
ing on his forehead, very imueh matted, 

and, at leaft fix feet in length, When it 
hung loofe, it trailed upon the ground be- 
hind him; but he commonly wore it wrap~ 
ped about his head, in form of a turban. 
The hair was not all his own, but colle@ed 
as relics of his ftiends, and others of his 
profeffion, reputed faints ; all which he had 
intermixed and matted with his natural 

hair. 


352 A JOURNEY 1720, 


“hair. Perfons of this character are called 
Faquers, and efteemed facred every’ where, 
He told me he was a native of Indoftan, 
and had often been at Madrafs, which he-- 
called Chinpatan, and faid it belonged to 
the Englifh, This circumftance, added to 
feveral others, made me believe he'was no ° 
impoftor, but an innocent kind of creature, 
as are moft of that fe&. He came to this 
country, in company with fome others of 
his countrymen, on a pilgrimage, in order 
to pay their devotions to the Kutuchtu.and 
Deiay-Lama, They had been twelve monthis 
on their journey, and had travelled all the 
way on foot, over many high mountains 
and wafte delerts, where they were obliged 
to carry their provifions, and even water, 
on their backs. I fhowed him a map of 
Afia, whereon he pointed out the courfe of 
his journey ; but found many errors in the 
geography ; and no wonder ; fince few 
Europeans would have had the refolution 
to undertake fuch a journey as this man 


had done. 
The 
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The 14th, a chief named Taytha, of 
thofe Mongalls who are fubjeéts of his Ma« 
jefty, came to pay his refpeéts to the am- 

“sbaflador, who gave him a friendly recep- 
tion, and kept him to dinner. He was 
merry old man, near fourfcore, but fo vi- 
gorous, that Re could mount a horfe with 
as much agility as many young men. He 
was accompanied with five fons, and many 
attendants, who treated him with equal re+ 
fpe&t as a king ; and even his fons would 
not fit down in his prefence, till he defired 
them. I ccnfefs it gave me great pleafure 
to fee the decency with which they beha~ 
ved. One of our company, a pretty fat man, 
afked the Taytha what he thould doin ors 
der to be as lean as he was?) ‘The oA 
replied in thefe few words, “ Eat lels,@nd 
work more :” A faying worthy ci Hippo+ 
erates himfelf.. In Ifis youth he had been 
engaged in many battles with the Chinefe, 
whom he held in great contempt. As he 
was a keen {portfiaan, the ambaflidor made 
an appointment with him fog a grand hunt« 

Vou, 1 Yy ing 
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ing match, After which he and his reti- 
nue returned to their tents, 

The 15th, we dined at Strealka with the 
commiflary, Mr Stepnikoff, of the caravan 
doing to China, Stréalka is fituated, as I 
formerly obferved, about three or four miles 
- up the river from SelinginfKy, in a fruitful * 
plain of a triangular figure, formed by the 
conflux of two fine rivers; the Strealka, 
running from the eaft, and the Selinga, 
from the fouth. This would have been the 
ftrongeft and moft beautiful fituation ofe- 
ny in this province, for the town of Selin- 
ginfky, Iam informed, that the founders 
had a view to this delightful place ; but the 
choice was determined againft them by fu- 
perilitious lots, to which it was referred. 
This method of choofing fituations by lot 
has hurt many noble citics, and rendered 
the work of ages ineffectual to remedy the 
error, 

The fame evening we returned, by wa- 
ter, to Selinginfky ; and next day went a 
hunting to theaweft of the Selinga. We 

: had 
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had about two hundred Coffacks along 

with us, who followed the common me« 

thod of ranging the woods, mentioned a+ 

“bove. We killed fix roe-bucks, and many 
hares. In thf evening, we pitched our 
tents about a fountain, and feafted on ve- 
nifon, : 

The 16th, early, we left the woods to 
our right, and defcended into a barren plain, 
where we found great flocks of antelopes. 
Our’ people killed about twenty of them. 
Thefe animals avoid the woods, and fre- 
quent the open plains and deferts. They 
are exceedingly {wift and watchful ; and 
fo far refemble fheep, that, if one breaks 
through the circle, the whole flock fol- 
lows, though an hundred horfemen were 
in the way, which proves the defiru@tion 
of many of thefe creatures. The noife of 
the arrows, with which they are hunted, 
contributes much to their confufion, The 
heads of thefe arrows are broad, and fixed 
in a round bit of bone, with two holes in 


ity 
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it, which make them whiltle as they fly 
through. the air. | : 

At noon, we fet up our tents near a lake 
of brackith water called Solonoy-ofera, or~ 
the falt lake, Round the ede lies a thick 
feurf of falt, as white as fnow, which the 
inhabitants gather for ufe. Here we found 
great flocks of water-fowl ; fuch as fwans, 
geefe, ducks. The weather being very 
hot, ‘we remained till next day. 

The 17th, we hunted along the fame 
wafte plain, direting our courfe ta. the 
fouth, towards the river Selinga. This 
day alfo we had very good fport. In the 
afternoon, we pitched our tents near a 
{pring of freth water, which is no {mall ra- 
rity in thefe parched deferts, and is as much 
regarded here, as a good inn would be in 
other parts of the world. I found at this 
place a prickly fhrub, about three feet high, 
with a beautiful fmooth bark as yellow as 
gold. 

The 18th, in the morning, we had ter- 
sible flathes of lightning, accompanied with 


thunder, 
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thunder, and heavy fhowers of hail and 
rain, which determined us to leave the 
plains, and return, by the, fhorteft road, to 

~Selinginfky, Befides the game already 
mentioned, we found many large buftards, 
which haunt the open country. As it is a 

"very large bird, and rifes flowly, our light 
horfemen killed feveral of them with their 
arrows, 

The 24th, arrived an officer from the 
court of Pekin, fent on purpofe to difcover 
the number and quality of the embafly, 
This gentleman, whofe name was Tulifhin, 
was a Mantthu Tartar by birth, and a 
member of the tribunal for weftern affairs, ‘ 
with which he was very well acquainted. 
Thefe officers are called Surguttky by the 
Mongalls, and by the Europeans Manda- 
rin, a Portuguefe word derived from man~ 
do. He had formerly been in this coun 
try, and had learned the Ruffian language, 
He pretended to have been employed on 
fome bufinefs with the Tuth-du-Chan at 
Urga, and, hearing of the ambaflador’s ar- 


rival, 
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rival, had come to pay his refpets to him, 
Ic was, however, well known, that he was 
fent to inquire whether the ambaffador 
came on a friendly errand. He was re- 
ceived very kindly ; and, after he had ftaid 
three days, and made his obfervations, re- 
turned very well fatisfied, ‘At his depar- : 
ture, he told the ambaflador, that orders 
would foon be given for his reception on 
the frontiers ; but thefe could not be iffued 

' till his arrival at court, becaufe on his re~ 
port the whole affair depended. This.wift 
and cautious nation, jealous of all the 
world, fuffer none to enter their territories 
but fuch as bring friendly meflages. By 
this circumftanite we were confined fome 
time longer at Selinginfky. 

T thall now give a defcription @f the 
courfe of the Selinga, according to the beft 
information I could procure from thofe 
who had been at its fource. The Selinga 
is formed of two other rivers, called the 
Idyr and the Tzolato, coming from the 
mountains of Kungay, far to the fouth- 

ward 
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ward ofthis place. It is afterwards joined 
by two inconfiderable rivers, the Orchon 
from the fouth-eaft, and the Tzida from 
>the fouth-weft, and laftly by the Strealka 
from the eaft, a little above the town of 
Sclinginfky. At this place it is at leaft 
“twice the breadth of the river Thames, and 
is navigable a great way above it. The 
courfe now is due north, till it difcharges 
itfelf into the Baykall lake. The fource 
of this river is eftimated at the diftance of 
ten or twelve days journey above Selin- 
ginfky, which is the common method of 
computation in this country, It is plenti- 
fully furnithed with variety of excellent 
fifh, The omuly, which | formerly de- 
{cribed, come in vaft thoals from the Bay= 
kall in autumn up this river to {pawn ; 
after which, they return to the fea {o weak 
that many of them are carried down float~ 
ing on the furface of the ftream, During 
the progrefs of the omuly up the tiver, the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villazes aflemble 


with their nets, and catch as many of them 


as 


360 A JOURNEY 1720, 


as they pleafe. On this occafion the poor 
take what they gan ufe, and the reft are 
left upon the banks. Thefe fifhes advance 
up the river about ten miles a-day. One 
their firft appearance, the report is foon 
fpread over the country, and, in two or 
three hours, the people catch as many 28 
they need, either for prefent ufe er winter 
provifions. This fifh is very agreeable 
food, either frefh or falted. It is obferved, 
they are much better and fatter the nearer 
they are caught to the fea; a plain.argu- 
ment, that, were they: caught im the fea, 
they would ftill be preferable to any caught 
in the river, I have often thought, what 
ineftimable treafure thefe omuly would 
produce in other parts of the world, where- 
as here, the confumption being f{mall, they 
are little valued. Itis remarkable, that the 
omuly are not to be found at any feafon 
in the Angara, or other rivers to the north 
of the Baykall. , 
July sth, the Tayfha-Batyr arrived, in 
_ confequence of his appointment with the 
ambaflador, 
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ambaflador, and brought along with him 
_ three Rundred men, well mounted, for the 
. chace, This old gentleman had the appel= 
~Jation of Batyr ; a title of great refpect a- 
mong the Mongalls. It fignifies a hero, 
and is conferred only on thofe who have 
“fgnalized themfelves by their courage and 
conduct in the field of battle. Befides thefe 
Mongalls, we carried with us fifty of our 
coflacks and our tents, as we propofed to be 
abroad fome days, 

Early on the 6th, we took our way to- 
the eaftward, over high hills, and through 
tall woods, having. almoft no underwood 
to incommode the horfes, or interrupt our 
view, which made it very pleafant. After 
riding a few miles, Phe Tay tha, being ma-" 
fter of the chace, ordered his men to ex- 
tend their lines. The Taytha and we were 
in the center, and often faw the game pafs 
us, purfued by the horfemen, at full fpeed, 
without the leaft noife, but the whittling | 
of arrows. The horfes, being accuftomed 
to this kind of fport, follow the game asa 

Vou, I, Lz grey- 
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greyhound does a hare ; fo that the riders 
lay the bridles on their necks, and attend | 
to nothing but their bows and arrows. One 
may eafily imagine the exquifite entertain- -- 
ment, in feeing feveral of thefe horfemen 
in purfuit of an elk or. ftag through the 
valleys. , When the animal is driven frees", 
the woods, it flies for fafety to the neareft 
rocks. - Some of thefe creatures are nearly 
as large and trong as the horfes that hunt 
them. The ftags are of two kinds ; one 
called zuber, the fame with the German 
crownhirfh, but fomewhat larger. The 
auber is large and beautiful, and carries its 
head almoft upright as it runs, which pre- 
vents its horns being entangled with 
branches of trees. There are none of them 
in Ruifia, nor even in Siberia, except about 
the Baykall lake, and eaftward from it ; 
the places farther to the north being too 
cold for them. ‘The elk is larger than the 
flag, and fronger made, having alfo long - 
“branchy horns, but a little flat. 


Tired 
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Tired with fport, we left the hills in the 
‘ afternoon, and came down into a fine val< 
ley, where we pitched our tents near a pure 
‘brook. The Taytha then ordered all the 
dead game to be brought before him, and 
ranged in proper order, We found that 
“Th day we killed no lefs than five large 
elks, four flags, a dozen roe-bucks, feveral 
wolves and foxes, befides fawns and hares. 
The Taytha caufed the game to be di+ 
vided-among the huntfmen, who began im- 
mediately to drefs it, fome of them by 
boiling, others by broiling, and eat it with- 
out either bread or falt. The tails of thé 
flags, which by thefe people are reckoned 
very delicate, fell to the Taytha’s fhare, 
He cut them into flices, and eat them raw. 
Teat a bit of one of them, and thought it 
| very palatable. The tafte refembled no= 
thing fo much as that of frefh caviare. 
After we had feafted on variety of excel 
lent venifon, for we had no other provi- 
fions, we went to reft, well faustied with 
the diverfion of the days 


july 
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July 7th, early in the morning, we left 
the plains, and directed our coutfe eaft- 
ward, in the fame order we obferved the 
preceding day. As our {port was much, 
the fame, I need not mention the particu- 
lars, About noon we pitched our tents, 
near a {pring of freth water, in a valey™ 
where the grafs was about two feet long. 
This circumftance is a proof of the good- 
nefs of the foil, which, in my opinion, can- 
not fail, if properly cultivated, to produce 
any kind of grain. As the weather.was 

-exceffively hot, we ftaid in this place tll 
next day. 

» July 8th, we continued our {port in the 
woods till noon, when we came into am 
extenfive plain, in which we fet up our 
tents, near a {pring of brackifh water. In 
this place we obferved feveral flocks of an- 
telopes, which we referved for next day’s 
hunting. , 

In the morning, our Taytha difpatched 
fome of his horfemen to the tops of the 
hills, in order to difcover where the ante- 

lopes 
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lopes were feeding ; which, as I formerly 

_ obfervad, are the moft watchful, and, .at 
the fame time, the {wifteft animals in the 

. world. When they returned, we extended 
our wings to a great diftance, that we might 
furround thefe creatures with the greater 
~eafe ; and, before noon, our people killed 
above twenty of them. After which we 
returned to ourtents that were left fand~ 
ing in the morning. 

-July toth, we took leave of the Taytha, 
whofe tents were to the eaft of this place, 
and returned next day to Selinginfky. 

During this fhort excurfion, I could not 
enough admire the beauty of the country 
through which we pafled. The gentle ri- 
fing of the hills, many of which have their 
tops only covered with wood, and the fer- 
tility of the vales, contribute to form one 
of the moft delightful landfcapes the world 
can afford. To this may be added the 
temperature and drynefs of the climate, in 
which refped this far exceeds any country 
with which I am acquainted. After mid- 

fummer 
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fammer there is almoft no rain till Decem- 
ber, when the fnow falls, and in fuch mo- 
derate quantities that it does not hinder the 
cattle from lying abroad all the winter. 

In furveying thefé fertile plains and 
pleafant woods, I have often entertained 
myfelf with painting, in my own imagina< 
tion, the neat villages, country-feats; and 
farm-houfes, which, in procefs of time, 
may be erected on the banks of the rivers, 
and brows of the hills, There is here 
waite land enough to maintain, with eafy 
labour, feveral uropean nations, who are 
at prefent confined to barren and ungrate= 
ful foils; and, with regard to the Mon- 
galls, whofe honefty and fimplicity of man- 
ners are not unamiable, I fhould like them 
very well for neighbours, 

- From what I have read of North Ame- 
rica, | am of opinion, that this country re- 

~ fembles none fo muchas fome of our colonies 
in that quarter of the world, particularly the 
inland parts of Pennfylvania and Mary- 
land. Both countries lye nearly in the 
fame 


~ 
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fame latitude ; in the one we find. great 
_ lakes add mighty rivers ; in the other, the 
i‘ Baykall Sea and rivers, which’fer the length 
of their courfe and quantity of water, may 

be ranked with any in the weftern world, 
Having refted ourfelves a few days after 
"cur fatigue, off the 16th of July, we fet 
out oa,another hunting-match, attended by 
our own coflacks,-and a few of the neigh- 
bouring Mongalls. We went on this oc~ 
cafion farther northward, and. nearer to the 
Baykall Jake than in our former expedi- 
tion. Our fport was almoit of the fame 
kind as already defcribed, I thall only add, 
that both the ftag and elk thed their horns 
once a year; at which time they retire to 
thickets and folitary places, till their horns 
begin to {pring again. It ig furprifing that 
animals fo large, with fuch prodigious 
weight of branchy horns, fhould run, with 
almoft incredible {peed, through the thick- 
eft woods, without entangling themfelyes : 
-.But, to avoid this misfortune, they point 
their nofes always parallel to the horizon, 
When 
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When either the elk or flag are clofely at- 
tacked, they make a vigorous defence both 
with horns“and hoofs. At rutting time 
efpecially, thefe creatures are fo very furi-. 
ous, that it is extremely dangerous for any 
perfon to approach their haunts; they will 
then run at a man full fpeed, and, if he- 
efcapes being wounded by their horrg, will 
trample him to death With their fharp 
hoofs. As the weather was exceflively 
hot, we kept the field only two days, and 
then returned to Selinginiky. 

July 20th, another Mandarin arrived 
from Pekin, accompanied by an officer 
from Arga, -who brought a letter to the’ 
ambaflador from the Tufth-du-Chan, ac-- 
quainting him, that he might foon expect a 
perfon, properly authorifed, to condué him 
to the imperial city. No news could be 
more agreeable, We hoped now to be 
foon releafed from this folitary place, and 
arrive at the end of our journey. We 
were indeed well enough lodged, and 
wanted neither the neceflaries nor conveni- 

encies 
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encies of life, The abundance offsiral di- 

;, verfions which this place afforded, coinigi~ 
ding happily with the genius of moft of 
our gentlemen, and the harmony that fub- 
fifted among the retinue, though compofed 
of people from moft nations in Europe, and 
-omie from Afia, contributed not a little to 
our-pafling the time very agreeably, Not- 
withftanding thefe advantages, and the af- 
fability and courteous: behaviour of the 
ambaffador, which heightened them all, we 
were unealy at being detained fo long on 
the frontiers. We were apprehenfive that 
fome accident might happen to prevent our 
journey, efpecially as it was reported a, 
mong the Mongalls, that the Emperor of 
China, being far advanced in years, was 
fometimes fick, and not dipole to receive 
foreign minifters, 

The 24th, there fell fuch a fhower of 
hail-flones as no man then alive had ever 
feen. It was happy for us we. were not 

» then abroad, as the open field affords no 
kind of thelter. The hail lay fome days in 

Vot.g, 0 3A the 
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" the woods and caoled the air, which before 
that time had been exceffively hot: This 
day the Kutuchtu fent two lamas to com. 
pliment the ambaflador, to with him a good 
journey, and a happy fight of the Empe- 
ror, or Boghdoy-chan, as he ig called by 
thefe people. : 

Auguft gth, a courier arrived fre Pe- 
kin, who told the ‘amba4eder that he had 
paffed our condudtor on the road, and that 
we fhould now prepare for our journey to 
the capital, as that gentleman would atrive 
in a few days. ‘ 

On the 24th, our conduétor, called Lo- 
wmy, at laft arrived. He was by birth a 
Mantthu Tartar, anda member of the court 
for the weftern department. After remain- 
ing with us for fome days, he returned to 
Yolla, a place upon the border, in order to 
procure horfes and camels for our jour- 
ney. 

September 8th, we fent our baggage by 
water to Strealka, and next day we follows y= 
edit. We lived in tents, while we ftaid at 

thig 
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this place, till horfes and camels were got 
ready. In the mean time, our people were 
employed in packing up the baggage into 
proper loads for camels: Strealka, I for- 
merly obferved, is the place where his Ma= 
Jefty’s commiffary of the caravan has his” 
bade, and the government of Siberia their 
Stove-Foutes, I imagine, therefore, it will ” 
not be‘impropeér, before we proceed, td 
give fome. account of the trade catried on 
from this place. 

Formerly the fur trade was free to all 
his Majefty’s fubjeéts, both Ruflians and 
Tartars. Thé merchants repaired to Sibe- 
ria at the proper feafons, whete they bought; 
at cheap rates, all the rich furs they could 
find, and difpofed of them in Perfia, Tur- 
key, and Poland, at a price much below the 
real value. The government of Siberia 
perceived a very confiderable diminution 
of the revenue in that country, and foon 
difcovered the true caufe of it; which was, 

"that a great part of the furs belonging to 
his Majefly remained unfold. Upon in 
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quiry, it appeared that this was owing to 
the foreign markets being fupplied with 
thefe commodities at low rates, by the fub- 
jeéts, before the goods belonging to the 
government could be expofed to‘fales The 
government of Siberia reprefented to his 
Majefty the lofs of fo confiderable a branich— 
of his revenue ; in confequence of shi h, 
an order was immediately-iMixed, “prohibit- 
ing all private perfons for the future to 
export fables in particular, Since this re- 
gulation took place, the government have 
fent their.own furs, generally once in three 
years, by caravans to China. The value 
vt one of thefe caravans is reckoned to a- 
mount to four or five thoufand roubles, 
and yields a return of at leaft dotble that 
tum, The Emperor of China, from regard 
to the friendthip and good neighbourhood 
-of his Majefty, gives the caravans free 
quarters, and liberty to difpofe of their 
goods, and buy others, without exacting 
any impoft, At firft the Emperor not on-* 
ly gave the caravan free quarters, but alfo 
maintained, 
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maintained, at his own charge, both men 
and horYes during their ftay in Pekin, This 
laft expreffion of his Majefty’s bounty is, 
however, now withdrawn. 

September 15th, our conduétor having 
acquainted the ambaffador that the horfes 
Nand camels were ready, our baggage was 
defaiched to the frontiers,’ efcorted by 
Our own 1ONGesxe and fome Coffacks ; tho’ 
indeed there was no great occafion for any 
guard, as the Mongalls feem to have little 

ufe for any thing that belonged to us. 
After dining with the commiflary of the 
caravan at Strealka, on the.18th, we left 
that place in the evening, accompanied 
with the commiilary and moft of the offi- 
cers at Selinginfky. After we had travel- 
led about twenty Englith miles to the 
fouth-eaft, through fine plains, covered 
with exceeding long grafs, we arrived at 
the end of the firft ftage called Kolludtzy, 
where -we found our tents, which had been 
~"fent off in the morning, ready for our re- 
ception. 


374 A JOURNEY = 1549; 
ception. This day we faw fome f{cattered 
tents of Mongalians with their flocks, 

Next day we travelled about twenty 
miles farther to a fingle honfe, built by the - 
commiffary for a fhade to his cattle in win- 
ter. We hunted all the way through 4 
pleafant country, interfperfed with lip 
hills covered with wood, but faw 4s Ry 
inhabitants as the day before” 

The 2oth, about noon, we reached a 
place called Saratzyn, or the New Moon, 
fituated on the bank of a rivulet of the fame 
name. This rivulet is the boundary be- 
tween the Ruffian and Chinefe territories, 
and feparates two of the moft mighty mo- 
narchies in the world. The diftance be- 
tween Selinginfky and this place is com- 
puted to be about one hundred and four 
verft, nearly feventy Englith miles. 

The conductor was encamped on the eaft 
fide of the rivulet, and we pitched our tents - 
on the other. The ground on both fides 
rifes a little, and the foil feems to be ex- io 
tremely good. The grafs is rank and thick, 

and 
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and-as the feafon is very dry, would, with 
little labour, make excellent hay. This 
- grafs is often fet on fire by the Mongalls, 
in the {pring during high winds. At fuch 
times it burns moft furioufly, running like 


wild-fire, and fpreading its flames to the” 


~diftance of perhaps ten or twenty miles, 
till ice progrefs is interrupted by fome river 
<i barres-hill. The impetuofity of thefe 


flames, their fmoke and crackling noife, 


cannot eafily be conceived by thofe who 
have not feen them. When any perfon 
finds himfelf to the leeward of them, the 


only method by which he.can fave himfelf - 


from their fury, is to kindle immediately 


the grafs where he flands, and follow his ; 


own fire. For this purpofe, every perfon 
is provided with flints, feel, and tinder, 
The reafon why the Mongalls fet fire to 
the grafs, is to procure early pafture for 
their cattle. The afhes left upon the ground 
fink into the earth at the melting of the 
_pfnow, and prove an excellent manure ; fo 
that the grafs in the fpring rifes on the 


lands, 
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jands, which have been prepared in ‘this 
manner, as thick as a field of whect, Ca- 
ravans, travellers with merchandife, but e- 
fpecially armies, never encamp upon this 
rank grafs. And there are feveral inftan- 
‘ces of confiderable bodies of men being put 
in confufion, and even défeated, by ths 
enemy’s fetting fire to the grafs, ~~, 
Before I leave the Rwflian—erzitories, 
sthall give fome account of the marches be- 
tween thefe two famous empires. The 
frontier, according to the beft information 
I could procure, begins a great way weit- 
ward of this place, near the fource of the 
river Dzida ; from thence it proceeds to 
the eaft, croffing the Selinga, and runs a- 
long the tops of the hills, inclining fome- 
times to the north, and fometimes to the 
fouth, till it -meets with the rivulet Sarat- 
zyn. It runs then in a very irregular line, 
varying its direction according to the courfe 
of the rivers and brooks, or from the top 
of one hill to fome other remarkable point%sy 
in'view, pointing in general towards the 
north- 
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north-eaft, till it ends at the river Argun, 
which, together with the Ingoda, forms 
the Amoor. This boundary includes a 
valt tract of excellent land on the Ruffian © 
fide ; and that part ef the Mongalls who 
inhabit it, being ftout men, and living much 
‘at. éafe, will in time become a numerous 
people: : 
The maréties-were fettled upon the pre- 
fent footing about twenty-five years ago, 
on the following occafion : The Mongalls, 
on the Chinefe fide, alledged, that their 
countrymen, fubjects of Ruffia, encroached 
on their borders, which created fome dif- 
putes between the two nations, The 
caufes of this mifunderftanding being re- 
prefented to the two courts, it was agreed 
to fend minifters, with full powers to ter= 
minate the affair in an amicable manner, 
His Majefty’s minifter, Theodore Alexio= 
vitz Golovin, met the Chinefe plenipoten- 
tiaries, on the frontiers, in the neighbour= 
food of Nertthinfky, a confiderable town 
belonging to Rufiia, near the river Amoor. 
Vou. I. 3B All 
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All matters were foon accommodated, tc 
the mutual fatisfa€tion of both patties, on 
the footing of uti poffidetis ; i. e. each of 
the parties retaining the people and territo- 
ries that then belonged to them. 

This determination kept all quiet for 
fome time. The Chinefe, “however, oon 
appeared to be diffatisfied with the deci- 
fion, and want to have the.marehes review 
ed ; to which, in my opinion, the Ruffians 
will not eafily affent. 

The 21ft, the conduétor came to con- 
gratulate the ambaflador. on his arrival at 
the borders, and acquainted him, that the 
horfes and camels being ready, he might 
proceed when he pleafed. 1 cannot omit 
an inconfiderable circumftance that hap- 
pened at this place, as it ftrongly reprefents 
the caution and prudence of the Chinefe, 
Our conduétor, having feen fome women 
walking in the fields, afked the ambaflador 
who they were, and whither they were 
going ? He was told they belonged to tha. 
: retinue, 
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retinue, and were going along with it to 
China. * 

He replied, they had women enough in 
Pekin already ; and as there never had been 
an European woman in China, he could 
not be anfwerable for introducing the firft, 
without a {pecial order from the Emperor. 
Bui if his Excellency would wait for an 

“anfwer, he would defpatch a courier to court 
for that purpofe. The return of this mef- 
fenger could not be fooner than fix weeks ; 
it was therefore thought more expedient to 
fend back the women to Selinginfky, with 
the waggons that brought our baggage to 
this place. : 


cH AP, 
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CHAP. VUE. 


From paffing the Saratzyn, and erm 
tering the Chinefe territories, to 
our arrival at the wail of China. 


tee 2ad of September, having loaded 

the camels with our baggage, and 
procured carriages for the boxes that con- 
taincd his Majefty’s prefenis to the Empe- 
ror, which were too large for .camels to 
bear, we mounted and paffed the Saratzyn, 
and foon entered the Chinefe territories. 
We travelled fifteen miles, when we ar- 
rived, about evening, at the river Orchon, 


running with a fmooth ftream to the north. 
The 


1720. TO PEKIN. 483 
" oF! 


The carriages retarded otir progrefs greatly, 
as the horfes were fprightly, and unaccuf- 
tomed to draught. 

This day we commenced guefts of the 
Emperor of China, who entertains all am- 
bafladors, and bears their expences, from 
the day they tnter his. dominions, till the 
time they quit them again. Our retinue 
confifted of abont one hundred perfons, 
who were allowed fifteen thegp every day. 
The overplus of this large allowance was 
given to the Mongalls who ‘drove the ca- 
mels, Befides mutton and beef, there is 
no other kind of provifion to be found, till 
you come within the wall of China, .The 
mutton is of a middle fize; but, I muft 
confefs, exceeding fine. The condu@or 
was attended by an officer from the Tuth- 
du-Chan, who procured, from the Mon- 
galls encamped neareft our road, what theep 
we wanted. The camels were very trac- 
table, and ftooped to take on their loads, 
But the horfes were at firft very unma- 
nageable, Many of them had never before 

been 
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been employed for any ufe, and were fad- 
dled with great difficulty, but mounted 
with much more ; for the very fmell of 
our cloaths, which they perceived to be 
different from that of the Mongalls, their 
matters, made them fnort and {pring with 
great fury. They ‘were eafily manap<d, 
notwithftanding, when v we got upon their 
backs. 

Our road this day lay through fine plains 
and vallies, covered with rank grafs ; but 
not a fingle tent was to be feen. I inquired 
why fuch a fine foil was without inhabi- 
tants, and was told, that the Chinefe had 
forbid the Mongal!s to encamp fo near the 
Ruffian borders, for fear of being allured 
to pafs over to their territories, as many 
had formerly done. Thefe fruitful vallies 
are furrounded with pleafant hills, of eafy 
afcent, whofe fummits are covered with 
tufts of trees. Many of thefe tufts being 
of a circular figure, and having no under- 
wood, appear as if they had been planted 
and pruned by art; others are irregular, 

and 
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and fometimes a ridge of trees rung from 
one hill to another. . Thefe objects afford 
a profpe& fo pleafing to the eye, and fo 
feldom to be found, that one cannot help 
being charmed. And this pleafure is ftill 
heightened by the gentle-flowing rivulets, 
abounding with fith, and plenty of game in 
tke vallies, and among the trees, 

The 23d, we fet out early, and came to 
a rivulet called Ira, tunning to the north- 
weft, till it falls into the Orchon, which 
we paffed, and pitched our tents on the o- 
ther fide. The rank gtafs by accident took 
fire, and bad aot water been at. hand .to 
extinguifh it, and the weather very calm, 
the confequences might have been fatal. 
We travelled farther this day than the for- 
mer, as fewer inconveniencies arofe from 
the reftifnefs of the horfes, 

The 24th, we continued our journey to- 
wards the fouth-eaft, along fmooth roads, 
through a pleafant country; and, at eve- 
ning, reached a rivulet called Shara, or the 
yellow rivulet, on the banks of which we ; 

‘ fet 
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fet up our tents. The vallies now were 
more contracted, and lefs wood upon’ the 
hills than formerly. 

The 2sth, we came toa rivulet called 
Kara, or the black rivulet, from the colour 
of the water, which is tinged by the rich- 
nefs of the foil. : a 

‘The 26th, we proceeded. The corintry 
retained much the fame appearance, and 
the weather was very fine ; but nota fingle 
inhabitant was yet to be feen, In the eve- 
ning, I walked from our tents, with fome 
of our company, to the top of a neighbour- 
ing hill, where 1 found many plants of ex- 
cellent rhubarb; and, by the help of a 
ftick, dug up as much of it as I wanted. 

On thefe hills are a great number of a- 
nimals called marmots, of a brownifh co- 
lour, having feet like a badger, and nearly 
of the fame fize. They make deep bur- 
rows on the declivities of the hills ; and it 
is faid, ti:at in winter they continue in thefe - 
holes, for a certain time, even without 
food. At this feafon, however, they fit or 

> Tie 
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}lie near their burrows, ‘Keeping a ftrict 
watches and, at the approach of danger, 
rear them{elves upon their hind-feet, gis 
, Ving a loud whiftle, like a man, to call in 
the flragglers ; and then drop into their 
holes in a moment. 
“-Efhould not have mentioned an animal 
fo well koown as the marmot, had it not 
‘been on account of the rhubarb. Where- 
ever you fee ten or twenty plants grow~ 
ing, you are fure of finding feveral bur- 
rows under the fhades of their broad fpread- 
ing leaves. Perhaps they may fometimes 
eat the leaves and roots of this plant. 
However, it is probable the manure they 
leave about the roots contributes not a little 
to its increafe; and their cafting up the 
earth makes it fhoot out young buds and 
multiply. This plant does not run and 
{pread itfelf like docks, and others of the 
fame fpecies, but grows in tufts at uncer~ 
tain diftances, as if the feeds had been 
drepped with defign. It “appears that the 


Vou, f, 3c vating, 


Mengalls never accounted it worth culti- 
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wating, but that the world is obliged to thd 
marmots for the quantities feattcred at 
random in many parts of this country ; for 
whatever part of the ripé feed happens to 
be blown among the thick grafs can very 
feldom reach the ground, but muft there 
wither and die ;. whereas, fkould it faa 
mong the loofe earth, thrown.ypx the 
marmots, it immediately takes root, and: 
produces a new plant. 

After digging and gathering the aabbati, 
the Mongalls cut the large roots into {mall 
pieces, in order to thake them dry more 
readily. In the middle of cvery piece they 
iccop a hole, through which a cord is 
drawn, in order to fufpend them in any 
convenient place. They hang them, for 
molt part, about their tents, and fgmetimes 
on the horns of their theep. ‘This is a 
moft pernicious cuftom, as it deftroys fome 
of the bef part cf the root; for all about 
the hole is rotcen and ulelefs ; whereas, 
were people righuy informed how to dig 
and dry thi 





s plant, there would not be one 
pound 
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‘pound of refufe in an hundred,which 
would*fave a great deal of trouble and ex- 
pence, that much diminith the profits on 
this commodity. At prefent, the dealers 
in this article think thefe improvements not 
worthy of their attention, as their gains 
arténore confiderable on this than on any 
othe? braach of trade. Perhaps the go- 
vernment may hereafter think it proper to 
make fome regulations with regard to this 
matter, 

T have been more particular in defcribing 
the growth and management of the rbu- 
barb ; bécaufe I never met with an author 
or perfon who could give a fatisfactory 
account where, or how it grows. lam 
perfuaded, that, in fuch a dry climate as 
this, it might eafily be fo cultivated as to 
produce any quantity that could be want- 
ed. 

I omit any computation of the diftances 
of places along this road, as tha whole of 
it from the borders to Pekin has been mea- 
fured by a wlhiecl, or machine, given to the 
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taravan by the governour of Siberia for that! 
purpofe- I fhall afterwards fubjoin the ex- 
act diftances taken from this meafurement, 
The 27th and 28th we purfued the fame 
road, over hills and through vallies : For, 
tho’ few travel this way, the caravans, with, 
their heavy carriages, leave “fuch mar‘ as 
are net foon effaced. It is only oftaté chat 
the caravans travelled this road, Former" 
ly they went farther to the north, by a 
Ruffian town called Nertzinfky, and thence 
to a Chincfe city called Naun. That road 
js more convenient than the prefent, as it 
lies through places better inhabited ; but 
the prefent is fhorter, and therefore taken 
by moft travellers, , 
The: 29th, we reached a river called 
Buroy, where we lodged. At this dry fea- 
fon all thefe rivers are fordable ; and they 
abound with fturgeon and other fith. Next 
morning, Mr Venant, our chief cook, 
dropped down, as he was coming out of 
his tent, and immediately expired, -not- 
withflanding all poffible care was taken for 
; his 
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“his recovery. We interred him as decent 

ly as “time and circumftances would ad- 
“mit, and proceeded to a river called Bor~ 
gualty, where we pitched our tents for this 
night. 

Odtober rf, after a long day’s journey, 
we Yeached a rivulet called Koyra. The 
face” of cfine country appeared nearly the 
fame as formerly. 

The 2d, after another long march, we 
came to the banks of the river Tola, the 
largeft we had feen fince we left the Se~ 
linga. 

Next day we croffed the Tola at a pretty 
deep ford, where the river was in breadth 
about the flight of an arrow at point 
blank. It was noon before our camels got 
over, and too late to proceed. We were 
therefore obliged to fet up our tents on the 
eaft bank of the river, which was over- 
grown with tall oziers. 

Here our conductor furnifhed us-with 
frefh horfes and camels. From the bor- 
ders to this place our flages were regulated | 


by 
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by brooks and rivers, for the conveniency\ 
of getting water: And, for the famne rea~ 
fon, as there are no rivers nor brooks from™ 
hence to the wall of China, fountains and 
{prings will be our only ftages. 

On the banks of the Tola we found 
many Mongalls encamped, with numsfous 
flocks of cattle, being the firt trrttynts 
we had feen fince our leaving the border. 
The Ruffians, and the Mongalls who are 
fubje&ts of Ruffia, claim all the country 
-weltward from the Tola, which, they fay, 
is the natural boundary between the two 

“empires. This would indeed be a confi-’ 
derable addition to the dominions of Ruf- 
fia: But as both thefe mighty monarchs 
are abundantly provided with a vaft extent 


” of territory, neither party think it worth 
while to difpute about a few hundred miles 
of property, which obtained would perhaps 
not balance the coft, or contribute but lits 
tle to the advantage of either. 

The appearance of the country was now 

_ greatly altered to the worfe. We faw no 

more 
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fmore pleafant hills and woods ;’ neither 
copld T find one fingle plant of rhubarb. 
he foil was dry and barren, and the grafs 
got to be compared to what we had already 
paffed over. 

The 4th, after every man had drunk his 
“f.of the pure and wholefome water of 
Tolatiand filled his bottle with it, we de- 
parted with fome regret, as we could hope 
for no more rivers or brooks till we came 
to the wall of China, We foon entered the 
defert commonly named by the Mongalls 
the Hungry Defert. How far it deferves 
that title, will be feen as we advance. 

In the evening, we reached fome pits, 
called Tola-tologoy, of brackith water, 
where we pitched our tents. The road 
ftill pointed to the fouth-caft, with little 
variation, over grounds that rofe a little at 
fir, but afterwards gradually declined, 
We faw many Mongalian tents and cattle 
difperfed along the defert. 

The sth, we fet ont again, and, in the 
evening, came to fome fountains, called 

Chelo- 
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Chelo-tologoy, of pretty frefh water. The 
country was quite level, and appeared to 
the eye as plain as the fea. The foil wit 
dry, barren, and gravelly, and neither treg 
nor buth to be feen; a profpe& not very 
agreeable, . 

The 6th, early in the morning, we pro=~ 
ceeded eaftward, through the fame fut of 
flat country. The weather was very fine, | 
and the roads excellent. In the evening, 
we arrived at a pool, called Tylack, of 
brackifh water, where we remained the 
following night. This day we faw feveral 
large flocks of antelopes, and fome Mon- 
galls in their tents, which was no difagree- 
ablé object in this continued plain. We 
paffed few of thefe tents without vifiting 
them, where we always found an hofpi- 
table reception, and were entertained, with 
fome zaturan, a kind of tea which I for- 
merly defcribed. And, if we happened to 
ftay till our baggage was gone out of fight, 
the landlord conducted us by the fhortetft 


way 
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way to the {prings that terminated the next 
flage. » . ; 
The next day, we came to the wells: 
called Gachun. . Our bifcuit being now. 
{pent, we were reduced to live on mutton 
only, during the reft of our journey thro” 
this defert ; which we accounted no great 
hardtiip, as it was extremely fine. It is 
not a little furprifing, that, notwithftand~ 
ing the barren appearance of this unfhelter= 
ed plain, the cattle are in good condition, 
but particularly the fheep. The fhort 
gtafs, though in many places thinly fcatter~ 
ed, muft be of a very nourithing quality. 
This will naturally proceed from the cli- 
mate, and the foil, which every where par-= 
takes of a nitrous quality, as plainly ap. 
pears from the fcurf of falt round the edges 
of the lakes and ponds, and the tafte of the 
water, generally brackith in the {prings and 
pits. 
The 8th, our conduétor furnithed us 
with a freth fet of cattle, which detained 
us later than our ufual time of fetting out. 
Vou I. 3D This 
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This day, the foil was very much inclined 
to gravel, containing a number of red and 
yellow pebbles, many of which being tran-- 
fparent, made. a fine appearance while the 
fun fhone. We were informed there were 
fometimes ftones of value found here, 
which fo much excited our suriofity, that 
each of: us, every day, picked Up a ¢onfi- 
derable quantity. On examination, moft 
of them were thrown away, as altogether 
ufelefs ; the few we thought proper to re- 
tain were wrought into very good feals. A 
man might gather a bufhel of fych fones e- 
very day in this defert. One of our people, 
a Grecian by birth, who underftood fome- 
thing of the nature of flones, found one 
that he called a yellow fapphire, and valued 
it.at fifty crowns. Perhaps thefe pebbles 
might be of that kind which the lapidaries 
call cornelian; for they are fufficiently 
hard, and take a fine polith. 

The oth, we fet out early, and travelled 
to a pool named Oko-toulgu. This day, 
a lama from the Kutuchty, going to Pekin, 

joined 
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joined our company, who, by his habit and 
equipage, feemed to be a perfon of emi-+ 
nence. In marching along the tedious de- 
fert, the converfation turned on a terrible 
earthquake, which happened during the 
month of: July laft in China, between the 
long wall and Pekin, and had laid in ruins 
feveral villages and walled towns, and bu- 
ried many people in their ruins. The la- 
ma inquired what was the opinion of the 
Jearned men in Europe coticerning the 
caufe of this phaenomenon. - We told him, 
it was commonly reckoned to be fubterra- 
neous fire; and then afked, in our turn, 
to what caufe fiich extraordinary appearan- 
ces were imputed by his countrymen? P& 
replied, that fome of their learned lamas had 
written, that God, after he had formed the 
earth, placed iton a golden frog ; and, when- 
ever this prodigious frog had occafion to 
{cratch its head, or ftretch out its foot, that 
part of the earth immediately above was fha= 
ken, There was no reafoning on a notion 
fo fantaftical ; we therefore left the lama to 
a pleafe~ 
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pleafe himfelf with his hypothefis, and 
turned the difcourfe to fome other frbjea. 

The roth, we came to the {prings called 
Korpartu. The appearance of things this 
day were almoft the fame as on the prece- 
ding days. The foil appeared fo barren, that 
none of the common method$ of improve- 
ment could make it bear any kind of grain, 
or even alter its prefent condition, The 
difpofitions of its inhabitants, the Mon~ 
galls, fecm wonderfully fuited to their fitu- 
ation, as they appear more contented with 
their condition than thofé who poffefs” the 
moft fruitful countries. 

In the evening of the rath, we arrived 
&t-Khododu, where we found the water 
clear, and pretty freth, burfting, in a {trong 
fpring, from the gravelly earth, and run- 
ning in a ftream to a confiderable diftance, 
till it lofes itfelf in the fand. This was the 
firft running water we had feen fince we 
left the Tola. And we were as happy, 
while fitting round this fountain, and broil-. 
ing our mutton-chops, as others at a table 

plen- 
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plentifully furnithed with Burgundy and 
Champaign. Our appetites were indeed 
very keen; to which daily exercife, the 
coldnefs of the air, and drinking nothing 
but water, greatly contributed, 

Next morning, being the 12th, there 
was a little fréft upon the ground, Seve. 
ral flocks ‘of gray plovers came to drink 
at the fpring, of which our people killed 
as many as our prefent circumftances re= 
quired. Thefe poor harmlefs birds feerned 
infenfible of danger ; and, perhaps, they 
had never before heard the report of a gun; 
for, no fooner ,was the piece fired, than 
they took a fhort flight round the foun- 
tain, whiftling as they flew, and immedi 
ately alighted to drink again. The plover 
is a pretty bird, and pleafant to eat 3 and 
the foles of its feet are as hard as fo much 
horn, which prevent its being hurt by the 
ftones or gravel. In the evening, we came 
to the wells called Bouk-horlike, without 
any thing material happening, or any dif- 
ference on the face of the country, 

The 
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The 13th, we continued our journey to 
the wells of Buduruy, where we Were’ a- 
gain furnifhed with frefh horfes and ca- 
™mels, : 
The 14th, we came to a place called Ka- 

dan-Kachu, where we were obliged to dig 

a pit, four feet deep, in order to procure 

water ; which was very bad, having’ both 

a difagreeable fmell, and bitter tafte ; but ‘ 

was drinkable, when boiled with fome tea. 
‘We could, however, get none for our 
cattle, as the high wind filled the pits with 
fand as faft as we could dig them. * This 
fand is of a whitith colour, and fo light 
and dry, that it is driven by the winds into 
your face and eyes, and becomes very dif- 
agreeable. Moft of our people, indeed, 
were provided with a piece of net-work, 
made of horfe-hair, which covered their 
eyes, and is very ufeful in drifts, either of 
fand or fnow. 

The 15th, we travelled over deep fands ; 
and in the evening arrived at other {prings, 
called Tzagan-teggerick. ' The wind conti- 

nuing 
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-puing high, it was with much difficulty we 

fet.up pur tents. It is to be obferved that, 
on thefe deep and light fands, our Euro« 
pean tents are of little ufe, as there is no 
earth in which the tent-pins can be faften- 
ed.. The Tartar tents are much preferable ; 
for, their figure being round and taper, like 
a bee-hive, the wind takes but little hold of 
them, and they ftand equally well ona 
fandy, or on any other furface, They are, 
befides, warmer, more eafily ereted, taken 
down, and tranfported. 

» the 16th, we left the deep fand, and 
travelled along the fame fort of dry gra~ 
velly ground as formerly. In the even- 
ing, we pitched our tents at the {prings 
called Sadjin. . The variety of objeGs, in 
this dreary wafte, are fo few, that in this, 
as well asin other refpects, it much re= 
fembles the fea. Here one can fee no far- 
ther than if he was placed on the furface of 
the water, our of fight of land ; the round- 
ing of the globe, in both cafes, being the 


fame: “Samatrman te Be ce ee 
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been agreeably furprifed in fancying I faw, 
at a fmall diftance, a fine river, having 
rows of trees growing upon its banks ; but 
this was only a deception of the fight, proe 
ceeding from the vapours magnifying fome 
feattered {hrubs into great trees, 

The 17th, we came to fome wells of 
very bad water, called Oudey, where we 
found frefh horfes and camels waiting for 
us. Our conductor refolved to lofe no 
time, being apprehenfive that we might be 
overtaken in the defert by the froft and 
deep fnow, which ufually. happen-at thjs 
feafon, Such an event would have retard- 
ed our march, and incommoded us not a 
little in many refpects. We therefore tra- 
velled as long ftages, as the convenience of 
water, and the ftrength of our cattle, would 
permit. : 

The 18th, after a long day’s journey, we 
eame to the wells called Ulan-kala. We 
found, almoft every day, Mongalls in their 
tents, which ftood like fo many hives, dif- 


The 
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The rgth, we mounted again, and tra- 
velled,to the fprings named Tzilan-tegge- 
rick, This day we faw feveral flocks of 
antelopes ; and, indeed, few days paffed 
in which we did not fee fome of thefe ani- 
mals, 

The 20th, we came to a place called 
Ourandabu. The weather ftill continued 
fair, the {ky clear, and the mornings frofty, 
The water at this place was tolerable; but 
we were obliged to dig for it. When it 
happened that we had a long ftage from 
one {pring to another, for fear ef coming 
too late, we ufually fent a couple of men 
before us, in order to gather fewel, and to 
dig pits, that the water might have time to 
fettle before our arrival. 

The 21ft, we proceeded, and in the e- 
vening arrived at a lake of falt-water. Af- 
ter digging, however, we found fome frefh- 
er. Were it not that thefe lakes and pits 
are fcattered through this defert, it mut 
have been altogether uninhabited, either by 
man or beaft. This confideration, among 

Vor. I. 3c E many 
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many others, has often led me to admire 
the infinite wifdom of Almighty God,: in 
the difpenfations of his providence, for the 
fupport of all his creatures, 

In my opinion, thefe fprings are produ- 
ced by the rains and melted {now in the 
fpring ; for the water, finkidg in the fand, 
is thereby prevented from being exhaled, 
in fummer, by the heat of the fun, which 
muit be very fcorching in this defert, in 
which there is not the leaft fhade to be 
found. 

The 2%d, we quitted the falt lake, in a 
cold frofty morning, and a ftrong northerly 
wind, which was very difagreeable. At e- 
vening we reached the wells of Kulat- 
Thefe pits take their names from the qua- 
lity of the water, as falt, four, fweet, bit- ° 
ter, or from the different tribes of people 
who inhabit the country in the neighbour- 
hood. 

In the midft of our fatigues, we had the 
fatisfaction to be among a friendly people, 

ul who 
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who did every thing in their power to lef- 
fen ous wants, 

Next day, we reached the wells of Min- 
gat. The weather, though cold, was not 
unpleafant, And, the 24th, having got 
freth horfes and camels, we came, in the 
evening, toa pond of brackith water, called 
Korunteer, upon the extremity of a dif- 
mal bank of fand, running acrofs our road. 

The day following, we entered on the 
fand-bank, along a‘ narrow and crooked 
paflage between two hillocks. Every one 
prayed for calm weather while we travelled 
over the fand ; which put me in mind of 
being at fea. We continued our journey 
through deep fand till about noon, when 
all our horfes and camels being tired, we 
halted in a hollow place, where we dug, 
and found very bad water. We remained 
here till next morning. 

Our cattle being a little refrethed, tho’ 
they had been very indifferently fed among 
the fand, where nothing was to be feen but 
fome tufts of withered grafs, we fet out a= 
. gain. ~ 


"404. A JOURNEY 1720 


gain. Along this bank there is not the 
leaft track or path of any kind; for the 
fmalleft blaft of wind immediately effaces 
it, and renders all the furface fmooth. 

We had gone but a few miles, when 
moft of our people were obliged to alight, 
and walk on foot, the horfes being quite 
tired with the deepnefs of the fand ; which 
made our progrefs extremely flow. The 
weather, fortunately, was ftill very calm. 
About noon, we pitched our tents in a hol- 
low place, encompaffed with high hillocks. 
of fand. I obferved that, in the open de- 
fert, we had already pafled, the profpe& 
was much confined ; but here it was quite 
{traitened ; for, if you afcended one of thefe 
mounts, you could fee nothing but mount 
‘rifing above mount, like fo many fugar- 

- Joaves, or rather like fo many cupolas. 
<Tn the evening it began to blow a little 
at’ north-eaft, which drove about the light 
{and like fnow ; but, about midnight, the 
wind rofe to fuch an height, that all our 


, tents were overfet at once, and our beds 
filled 
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filled with fand. As it was near morning, 
we th®ught it not worth while to pitch 
them again. We therefore prepared our- 
felves to fet out at the dawn, in hopes of 
getting over the fand-bank before night ; 
which, by riding and walking by turns, in 


‘order to haftén our progrefs, we happily 


effected ; and, in the evening, reached the 
fprings of Kochatu. 

At the place where we paffed the fand, 
it was not above twenty Englith miles in 
breadth, which took us up three days. We 
could have travelled four times that dif- 
tance on the plain, with more eafe both to 
ourfelves and cattle. I am informed this 
bank of fand runs a great way fouthward, 
and, in fome places, is above thirty leagues. 
broad. They, whofe bufinefs calls them 
often'to crofs the fands, have thin leather 
coats made on purpofe, and round pieces 


“of glafs tied before their eyes. 


This fand-bank appears like the waves 
of the fea ; for the hillocks, fome of which 
are about twenty feet of perpendicular 

height; 
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height, are of fo light a nature, that the 
wind carries them from place to place, le- 
velling one, and forming another: And 
hence it is eafy to conceive, that a weary 
traveller, lying down on the lee-fide of one 
of thefe hillocks, might, in a few hours, 
be buried in the fand; which: is reported’ 
to have often happened in this and other 
fandy deferts, 

The 28th, we proceeded along the plain 
to the fprings called Chabertu. I cannot 
but take notice of the uncommon manner 
the people here have of killing their. fheep, 
They make a flit with a knife between two , 
ribs, through which they put their hand, 
and fqueeze the heart till the creature ex- 
pire ; by this method all the blood remains 
in the carcafe. When the fheep is dead, 
and hungry people cannot wait till the 
flefh is regularly dreffed, they generally 
cut out the bifcuit and rump, wool and all, 
and broil them on the coals; then fcrape 
off the finged wool and eat them. This I : 
have found by experience to be no difa- 

greeable : 
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greeable morfel, even without any kind of 
fauce. 

The next day we travelled another ftage 
to the wells of Saminfa, where we found 
better water than ufual. The length and 
thicknefs of the grafs fhowed that the foil . 
now began t6 mend. This day there fell 
fonie fhow, and the wind was cold and 
northerly, 

The 3oth, we got freth horfes, and pro- 
ceeded to the fprings of Krema. From 
the appearance of the grafs one would 
conclude, that the foil at this place was 
very fine. We faw great numbers of hor- 
fes belonging to the Emperor turned out to 
graze. Notwithftanding all the hafte we 
had hitherto made, we were this day over- 
taken by a fall of fnow, which proved 
very inconvenient, not fo much on account 
of the cold, but it covered all fewel, fo that 
we could find none to drefs our victuals, 

The 31ft, we came to a place called 
Naringkaruflu, where, to our great fatis. 
faction, we found a {mall brook of freth 
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water, and fome Mongalian huts. I ob- 
ferved, that, from the fand-bank egftward, 
the foil becomes gradually better every 
day. This was now the fortieth day fince 
we left the border; during which time we 
‘had not halted one day, nor feen a fingle 
houfe, and the twentieth and eight from 
the time we quitted the river Tola, and 
entered the defert, in which we had nei- 
ther feen river, tree, bufh, nor mountain, 
Though we were obliged now and then to 
fetch a compafs, on account of the water- 
"jng places, yet in general our courfe devi- 
ated but little from the fouth-eaft point. 

The 1f of November, we halted at this 
place, that we might have time to put 
things in order before we paffed the long 
wall, which was now at no great diftance. 

Next day we proceeded, and about noon 
we could perceive the famous wall, running 
along the tops. of the mountains, towards 
the north-eaft- One of our people cried 
out Land, as if we had been all this while 
at fea. It was now, as nearly as I can 
; compute, 
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compute, about forty Englifh miles from 
us, and appeared white at this diftance. 
We could not this night reach the paflage. 
through the mountains, and_ therefore. 
pitched our tents in the open plain as 
ufual. We now began to feel the effects - 
of the cold; for the fnow, continuing to 
lie upon the defert, proved very incon- 
venient on many accounts, but particularly 
by retarding the progrefs of our heavy and 
cumberfome baggage. But we comforted 
ourfelves with the hopes of foon feeing an 
end of all our toils, and arriving in a rich 
and inhabited country ; for, though all of 
our people were in good health, they be~ ° 
gan to be very weary of the defert, and no 
wonder, as many of them had lain in the 
open field ever fince we left Selinginfky. 
November 3d, after travelling about an 
hour we pafled the veftiges of a camp, 
which feemed to have been regularly de- 
figned. I was informed that the Emperor 
encamped here, when-he led his troops a= 
Vou 35 gainft 
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gainft the Mongalls, called by the miffion- 
aries in China the Weftern Tartars. . 

The nearer we came to the mountains 
_ we were the more furprifed at the fight of 
the fo much celebrated wall of China, com- 
monly called for its length the endlefs wall. 
The appearance of it, running from one 
high rock to another, with fquare towers 
at certain intervals, even at this diftance, is 
roft magnificent, 

About noon, we quitted the plain, and 
entered an opening between two moun- 
tains. "Fo the left, the mountains are very 
high. On the right, they decline as far as 
they are within view ; but, I am told, they 
rife again to a great height. 

We defcended by a narrow path about 
eight feet broad, between the mountains, 
till we came to a fmall Chinefe monaftery, 
fituated on the declivity of a fleep.rock. 
Curiofity led us to vifit this folitary place: 
But the road being impaffable to horfes, 
we alighted and walked thither: On our 
atriving near the place, the monks came 

‘out 
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| out to mett us, with the ufual friendly fa- © 
lutation, of the country, which is perform= 
ed by laying one of their hands on the o- 
ther, and then fhaking them, and pro- 
nouncing thefe words Cho-loy-cho, The 
compliment being returned, they conduat- 
ed us into the apartments of their little 
chapel, and treated us with a dith of green 
tea, which was very agrecable. In the 
chapel was a fort of altar-piece, on which 
were. placed feveral fmall brafs images ; 
and, in one of the corners, I obferved a 
fack filled with wheat. The habit of the 
monks -was,a long gown with wide fleeves, 
On their heads was a fmall cap, and their 
long lank hair hung down over their fhoul- 
ders. They had very. few hairs in their 
beards, This being the firft Chinefe houfe 
we met with, I] have cn that account been 
more particular in defcribing it. Every 
thing now appeared to us as if we had ar- 
rived in another world. We felt efpecial- 


ly a fenfible alteration in the weather ; for, 
inftead 
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inftead of the cold bleak wind in the defert, 
we had here a warm and pleafant air. 

We.again proceeded along the narrow 
path, but of breadth fufficient for a wheel- 
carriage. The road being fteep, and in 
many places rugged, we walked-down the 
hill, and in half an hour canfe to the foot 
of it, where we found ourfelves furround- 
ed on all fides by high rocky mountains, 
Our route now lay along the fouth fide of 
arivulet, full of great ftones, which had: 
fallen from the rocks in rainy weather. In 
the cliffs of the rocks you fee little fcatter- 
ed cottages, with {pots of cultivated ground, 
much refembling thofe romantic figures of 
landfcapes which are painted on the China 
ware, and other manufadtures of this coun- 
try. Thefe are accounted fanciful by moft 
Europeans, but are really natural. 

After we had travelled about feven or 
eight miles, along the bank of the brook, 
we came in the evening to a Chinefe vil- 
lage, at the foot of a high mountain, where 
we lodged in clean rooms, with warm fires 


a 
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of charcoal. There were no chimneys in 
the rooms’; but, inftead of thefe, the char- 
coal was put into a portable grate of brafs 
or iron, and allowed to burn clear in the 
open air; after which it was brought into’ 
the apartment. Though the defert is ene 
continued plain, it lies much higher than 
the plains and villages of China; for, when 
we entered the defile, the afcent was very 
inconfiderable when compared with the 
defcent on the other fide. 
Here we began to tafte of the fine fruits 
‘of China ; for foon after our arrival in the 
village, our conduétor fent a prefent to the 
-ambaflador of fome bafkets of fruits, con 
fifting of water-melons, mufk-melons, 
{weet and bitter oranges, peaches, apples, 
walnuts, chefnuts, and feveral other forts 
which I never faw before, together with a 
Jar of Chinefe arrack, provifions of feveral 
forts, and fome Chinefe bread, called bobon, 
made of wheaten flour, and baked over as 
pot with the fteam of boiling-water. It is 
very light, and not difagreeable in tafte ; at. 
leaft 
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leaft it feemed fo to us, who had feen no 
bread for a month before. a 

Next day we halted to refrefh ourfelves 
after our long fatigue. I took this oppor- 
tunity to walk up to the top of the moun- 
tain, in order to view the adjacent coun- 
try, but could only fee a corftinuation of 
the chain of mountains, rifing one above 
another, and to the northward fome 
glimpfes of the long wall as it runs along 
them. 

The sth, we proceeded eaftward down 
the fouth bank of a river, whofe chantiel 
was covered with great flones. The road 
is cut out of the rock for a confiderable 
length at thofe places where there is no 
natural paflage between the rocks and the 
river, which muft have been a work of 
great labour, This river cannot fail to be 
a complete torrent in time of great rains. 

Having travelled about fix or eight miles, 
we atrived at the famous wall of China. 
We entered at a-great gate, which is fhut 
every night, and always guarded by a 
- thoufand 
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thouland men, under the command of two 
officeys of diftin@ion, one a Chinefe, and 
the other a Mantzur Tartar ; for it is an 
eftablifhed cuftom in China, and has pre- 
vailed ever fince the conqueft of the’ Tar- 
tars, that in all places of public truft there 
“muft be a <Chinefe and a Tartar invefted 
with equal power. This’ rule is obferved 
both in civil and military affairs, The 
Chinefe pretend, that two in an office are 
a fort of {pies upon one another’s actions, 
and thereby many fraudulent praétices are 
either prevented or detected. 


CHAP, 
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A P, VII. 


From the Wall of China ‘4 Pekin ; 
our Eintry into that City. 


S foon as we had entered the gate, 
thefe two officers, and many fubal~ 

terns, came to compliment the ambaflador 
on his fafe arrival ; and. afked the favour 
of him to walk into the guard-room and 
drink a dith of tea, We accordingly dif- 
mounted, and went into a fpacious hall on 
the fouth fide of the gate. This apartment 
was very clean, having benches all around, 
and is kept on purpofe for the reception of 
perfons of diftin@ion. We were entertain- 
ed 
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into a hall, in the middle of which flood a 
large brafs chaffing-dith, in fhape of an urn, 
with a fire of charcoal in it. The: floor was 
covered with mats, and the room quite fet 
round with chairs, and little fquare japan- 
ned tables, The ambaflador fat at a table 
by himfelf, and the reft of the company at 
feparate tables, by two yand two. We were 
firft entertained with tea, and a dram of 
hot arrack ; after which fupper was brought, 
and placed on the tables, without either ta- 
ble-cloth, napkins, knives, or forks, In- 
Read of f forks v were Jaid, dows,te.cysy Ret 
fon a a couple OF ivory pins, with which the 
Chinefe take up their meat, The dishes 
were fmall, and placed upon the table in 
the moft regular manner, the vacancies 
being filled with faucers, containing pickles 
and bitter herbs. The entertainment con- 
fitted of pork, mutton, fowls, and two 
roafted pigs. Thé carver fits upon the 
floor, and executes his office with great 
dexterity.. He cuts the flefh into fuch 
{mall bits, as may eafily be taken up by the 

guefts, 
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guefts, without further trouble. "The meat 
being-sut up is given to the footmen, who 
fupply the empty dithes on the tables. The 
whole is ferved in China-ware, and neither 
gold nor filver is to be feen, All the fer- 
vants perform their duty with the utmoft 
regularity, afd without the leaf noife, -I 
muft confefs, 1 was never better pleafed 
with any entertainment, 

The:victuals being removed, the defert 
.was placed on the tables in the fame order, 
and confifted of a variety of fruits and con- 
feGtions. In the mean time a band of mu- 
fic was called.in,:-which confifted of ten or” 
twelve performers, on various but chiefly 
wind-inftruments, fo different from thofe 
of that clafs in Europe, that I thall not pre~ 
tend to defcribe them.’ The mufic was 
accompanied with dancing, which was very 
entertaining. The dancers were nearly as 
numerous as the muficians. Their per- 
formances were only a kind of gefticula- 
tion, confifting of many ridiculous pof= 
tures; for they feldom moved from the 

fame 
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fame place. The evening being pretty far 
fpent, we took leave, and returned to pur 
lodgings. ; 

The 6th, a great fall of fnow, ‘and a 
eel frofty wind, obliged 2 us to halt at this 
place. 

Next.day, the froft and faow ftiil conti- 
nued 5. -notwithflanding we fet out, and 
paffed over a ftone-bridge near this place, 
paved, not with fmall ftones, but with 
large, fquare, free ftones, neatly joined, 
After travelling eaftward about thirty En- 
glith miles, we. reached a large:-diedupietpia— 
lous city. called Siang-fu. We were met 
without the gate by fome of the principal 
inhabitants, and conduéted to. our lodg- 
ings. 

When we arrived, the governour was out 
a hunting with one of the Emperor’s fons, 
As foon as he returned in the evening, he 
waited on the ambaflador, and compli-~ 
mented him in a very polite manner, ex 
cufing himfelf for not waiting on him foon- 
er. At the fame time, he gave his Excel- 


lency 
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lency a formal invitation to fupper 5, for it 
is appointed by the court that foreign am~ 
bafladors fhould be magnificently enter- 
tained in all the towns through which they 
pafs; But the ambaffador, being fomewhat 
indifpofed, defired to be excufed. 

Our route this day was through a fine 
champaign country, well cultivated, but 
containing very few trees. We paffed fe~ 
veral {mall towns, and many villages, well 
built, and inclofed with walls, The roads 
were well made, and in good order, run- 
ning always in ftraight lines where the 
ground.; will allow... I had heard a great 
deal of the order and ceconomy of thefe 
people, but found my information far fhort 
of what I daily faw in all their works and 
actions, The ftreets of every village run 
in ftraight lines, 

Upon the road we met with many tur- 
rets, called poft-houfes, ereGted at certain, 
diftances from one another, with a flag- 
{taff, on which is hoifted the imperial pen- 
dant, Thefe places are guarded by a few 

foldiers, 
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foldiers, who run a-foot from one poft to 

another with great fpeed, carrying 4etters 

or defpatches that concern the Emperor, 

The turrets are fo contrived as to be in 

fight of one another ; and, by fignals, they 

can convey intelligence of any remarkable 

event. By this meana the couft is inform- 
ed, in the {peedieft manner imaginable, of 
whatever difturbance may happen in the 

moft remote provinces of the empire. Thefe 

pofis are alfo very ufeful, by keeping the 
country free from highwayman ; for fhould_ 
a perfon efcape at one foufe, “on-a-figtial 

being made, he would certainly be ftopped 

at the next. The diftance of one poft~ 

houfe from another is ufually five Chinefe 

li or miles, cach li confifting of five hun- 

dred bow lengths. I compute five of their 
miles to be about two and an half En- 

_ gilifh. 

The 8th, we halted at this place. As 
we could not be prefent at the entertain- 
ment to which we were invited laft night 
by the governour, he had refolved that the 
~ delicacies 
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delicacies prepared on that occafion fhould 
not be loft, and therefore fent into our 
court twelve tables, whereon were placed, 
by a number of people, all the viGuals that 
were drefled the preceding night with the 
defert, and feveral forts of tea. The whole 
was afterwards brought into the hall, and 
there placed in form upon the tables. 
When this was done, an officer of diftinc- 
tion came to defire the ambaffador to tafte 
of his Imperial Majefty’s bounty. We ac-~ 
cordingly fat down at the tables in great 
ofder. Every thing was very good, but 
moflly cold, having been carried through 
the fireets to fome diftance. After we had 
removed from the table, the perfon who 
had the direction of the entertainment, 
called our fervants, and ordered them to fit 
downvat the tables and eat. This produced 
a very diverting fcene; but, had it not 
been complied with, the governour would 

have thought himfelf highly affronted, 
In the evening, the Emperor’s third fon 
went through this city, on his way towards 
th 
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‘the capital, He was cairied upon mens 
fhoulders in a palankin, a vehicle very eafy 
for the traveller, and well known in Euro- 
pean fettlements in India, The Emperor’s 
fons have no other names than thofe of 
firft, fecond, third, &c. This prince. had 
only a {mall retinue of -a few horfemén. 

Our new. condudtor, Tulithin, invited 
the ambaffador and his retinue to pafs the 
evening at his lodgings. His Excellency 
-excufed himfelf, as he had not been at the 
governour’s, All the gentlemen, however, 
accepted “the invitation. The =enrerdin- 
ment was elegant, and fomething like that 
I formerly defcribed, accompanied with 
dancing and mufic, and quail-fighting. It 
is furprifing to fee how thefe little birds fly 
at one another'as foon as they are fet upon 
the table, and fight, like game-cocks, to 
death. The Chinefe are very fond of this 
diverfion, and bet as high on their quails as 
the Englith do on cocks. They are alfo 
"great lovers of cock-fighting ; but it is 
reckoned among the vulgar fports. The 
“ quails 
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quails are generally parted before they hurt 
one another too much, and referved. in 
cages till another occafion. 

The gth, having fent off the baggage in 
the morning, the ambaffador returned the, 
governour’s vifit. We only ftaid to drink 
tea; after which we immediately mount- 
ed, and purfued our journey toa {mall 
town called Juny, where we arrived in the 
evening, Near this place is fa fteep rock, 
ftanding an a plain, inacceffible on all fides, 
except to the weft, where a narrow wind- 
ing path is cut in the rock, which leads to 
a Pagenstemple agg nunnery built upon 
the top of it, Thefe edifices make a pretty 
appearance from the plain; and, as the 
flory goes, were built from the foundation 
in one night by a lady, on the following 
occafion, This Jady was very beautiful, 
virtuous, and rich, and had many powerful 
princes for her fuitors. She told them, fhe 
intended to build, a temple and a mona- 
flery of certain dimenfions, with her own 
hands, in one night, on the top of this 

Vou. I. 3H Lock ; 
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rock; and whoever would undertake to 
build a ftone-bridge over a river in the 
neighbourhood, in the fame {pace of time, 
him fhe promifed to accept for a hufband. 
All the lovers having heard the difficult 
tafk impofed on them, returned to their re- 
{pective dominions, except ome ftranger, 
who undertook to perform the hard con- 
dition. The lover and the lady began 
their labour at the fame time, and the lady 
completed her part before the light appear- 
ed; but as foon as the fun was rifen, the 
faw. fyom the top of. the:rock,.that.herte= 
ver had not half-finithed his bridge, ha- 
ving raifed only the pillars for the 
arches, ailing, therefore, in his part 
of the performance, he alfo was obliged 
to depart to his own country; and the 
lady pafled the remainder of her days in 
her own monaftery. 

The river is about a quarter of a mile 
from the rock, and the,pillars ftill remain 
about five or fix feet above the water 3 
they are fix or eight in number, and good: 

= fubftantial 
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fubftantial work. This tale I relate as a 
{pecimen of many fabulous ftories, which I 
heard every day, and the people firmly be- 
lieve. In the nionaftery there are at pre= 
fent many monks and nuns, 

The chain of mountains running to the 
north, whicls bound this plain to the welt, 
qe very high, rugged, and barren, Their 
breadth from the defert to the plain habi- 
table country of China, I compute not to 
exceed fifteen or twenty miles, and in ma- 
hy. places it is much lefs. But their length, 
Lam informed, is above one thoufaad En- 
glith~mitea_They encompals all, or the 
greate®. part of the empire of China, to the 
north and weft. Thcte impregnable bul- 
warks, together with the almoft impaffable 
deferts, have, in my opinion, fo long pre= 
ferved this nation from being over-run by 
the weftern heroes. One would imagine, 
that a country, fo fertified by mature, had 
httle need of fuch a {trong wall for its de- 
fence ; for, if all the pafles of the moun- 
tains are as narrow and diflcul: as that 


where 
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where we entered, a fmall number of men 
might defend it againft a mighty army.° 
juny is but a fimall place ; it fuffered 
gréatly by the earthquake that happened 
in the month of July the preceding year, 
above one half of it being thereby laid in 
ruins. Indeed, more than one-half of the 
towns and villages through which we tra- 
velled this day had fuffered much on the 
fame occafion, and vaft numbers of people 
had been buried in the ruins. I muft con- 
“fefs, it -was a difmal fcene to fee every 
whére fuch neaps of ruBbffi. 

All the beit houfes being thrown down 
by the earthquake, we were lodged in the 
priefts apartments of a temple, which had 
efcaped the general devaftation. Our con=" 
dudtor treated the monks with very. little 
ceremony, and defired them to feek other 
lodgings for themfelves. Thefe priefts 
were not at all fuperftitious, as appeared 
fufficiently from the little reverence they 
paid to their idols, and ftatues of reputed 
faints. They conducted us into the 

temple, 
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temple, and feveral apartments adjoining, 

where ftood many images of faints, ‘fome 
of which were monftrous figures of ftone 
and plaifter. One of the priefts gave us 
the hiftory of fome of them, which [ 
thought too abfurd to be inferted. We 
then returned into the temple, which was 
a {mall but neat building. In one end of 
it we faw an altar, rifing by fteps to the 
cieling, on which were placed a number 
of {mall images, caft chiefly in brafs, re- 
fembling men and women, birds and beafts, 
We were entertained in the temple with 
tea till the~priefts -had-removed their beds. 
At the entrance is hung a large bell, at= 
tended by a prieft, who tolls it on teeing 
paflengers, in order to invite them to fay 
their prayers ; which having done, they 
generally leave a fmall gratuity to the 
temple. 

In the night, we were a little alarmed* 
with the fhock of an earthquake, which 
awakened all our people, but did no da- 
mage, 

: Next 
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Next day, our conductor notified to the 
ambaffador, that he could proceed no far- 
ther till he received an anfwer to fome 
defpatches he had fent to court. Thefe 
news were not altogether agreeable, as we 
apprehended another fhock of an earth- 
quake. Nothing, however, of that kind 
happened during the two days we were 
obliged to remain at this place. 

The 12th, we continued cur journey to 
a little town, where we lodged. This, and 
moft of the towns and villages through 
which we paffed to day, had fuffered great=- 
ly by the carthanske ; particularly one 
confiderable walled town, where very few 
houfes remained, and the walls were level-. 
Jed with the ground. 

About noon, next day, we came to a 
large, populous, and well built city, with 
broad ftreets, as ftraight asa line. Near 
‘this place runs a fine river, which appears 
navigable, having acrois it a noble flone 
bridge, of feveral arches, and paved with 
large fquare ftoncs. In the evening, we 


arrived 
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arrived at a {mall town, after-: pafling 
through a very pleafant and fruitful coun- 
try. ~ ’ 

On the s4th, we halted. -at this litele 
town: But our baggage, and his Majetty’s 
prefents, advanced a flage farther, Thefe, 
by order of the Mandarin, our condudtor, 
were carried on men’s fhoulders, covered - 
with pieces of yellow filk, as every thing is 
which hath any conneétion with the court, 
Whatever is diftinguithed by this badge is 
looked on as facred 3 and he who has the 
care of any thing belonging to the Empe- 
ror-needs no other protection ; fuch is the 
reverence paid him all over the empire, 
The yellow colour is chofen by the Empe- 
ror, becaufe, among the Chinefe, it is the | 
emblem of the fun, to which he is com- 
pared. 

The following day, our road, iving over 
fome rocks, was very rugged. In fome 
places it was cut, for a copfiderable length, 
above twenty feet deep, through the folid 
rock, which appears to have becn a work 


af 
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* of great labour and expence. But no 
people I ever faw take fuch pains to make 
their ftreets and high-ways. eafy to travel- 
lers'as the Chinefe. In fome places of the 
rocks were cut. out images of Chinefe 
faints ; but the workmanfhip very mean. 

Near this place, we pafled through fix 
or eight ftrong- femicircular walle withio, 
one anather, which have the endlefs. wall 
for their common diameter, and take in a 
great compafs, In all thefe walls there are 
large well-built gates, guarded by a con- 
{tant watch,-both in. .times..of neasgeaie 
war. At one of them, the ambaftador was 
faluted with three great guns, from a tower 
over the gate-way: Thefe walls feem to 
be of the fame materials and architeture 
with the long wall, having fquare towers 
at the diftance of a bow-fhot from each 

_ other. While we ftopped at one of the 

a gates to refreth ourfelves, 1 took the op-: 
portunity to walk into one of thefe towers, 
where 1 faw fome fundreds of old iron 
cannon thrown together as ufelefs. On 

examination 
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examination I found them to be compofed 
of three or four pieces of hammered j ton, 
Joined, and faftened together with hoops 
of the fame metal. The Chinese have,: 
however, now learned to caft as fine brafs 
cannon as are auy where to be found. 
From this tower I was led, by a broad 
ftone ftair, to the top of the wall, which. is 
above twenty feet in breadth, and_paved 
with large fquare ftones, clofely joined, 
and cemented with ftrong mortar, I watk- 
ed along this flat, till I came-to a rock, 
where 1 found a high fair of abave a 
thoufand. fteps, the whole breadth of the 
wall, which led to a tower on the fummit, 
from whence I could fee like a flair, on 
the other fide, forming ade efcent to a nar- 
row paflue2 between two rocks, 1 obferved 
alfo, that the wall was neither fo high nor 
broad where it was carried over another 
rock to the fouth-welt, as at the place where , 
ftood. But time not allowing me to go 
farther, I returned by the fame way to our 
company ; and, after flaying a few hours, 
Vou 31 : we 
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we proceeded.this afternoon to the town of 
Zulinguang, where we lodged. 

The’ next day, after travelling about two 
hours, we came to the laft femicircular 
wall. Here ended all the hills and motn- 
tains: Our road. now lay through a fine 
champaign country, interfperfed with many 
fmall towns and villages, In the even- 
ing, we reached a large neat ai, called 
Zang-ping-jew. In the market place ftood 
a triumphal arch, whcreon were hung a 
number of ftreamers, and filken pendants, 
@f-various colours. “The fireets-were clean, - 
" ftraight, and broad ; ‘in fome places cover- 
ed with gravel, in others pares with. flat 
fquare ftones, : 

-As foop as we reached our lodgings, the 
governour of the place came to falute the 
ambaflador, and invited him to an enter- 
‘tainment, prepared by order of his Ma- 
jefty. 

The invitation was accepted, and we im- 
mediately went to the governour’s palace. 
The entertainment was very magnificent, 

fome- 
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fomewhat of the fame kind with that I for- 

_merly defcribed, and accompanied with 
mufic and dancing. This place is fituated 
in a fruitful plain, about thirty Englith 
miles northward of Pekin, 

The ith, after travelling about a dozen 
of miles, we came to a fmall town called 
Shach. The weather being very fine and 
warm, the governour came to meet the 
ambaflador, and defired him to refreth 
himlelf a little, by drinking tea. Here we 
halted about an hour, and then proceeded 
fix or eight miles farther, to a fmall vil- 
lage; ebout.four, miles from the capital, 
where we lodged. 

Next morning, two mandarins came 
from court, to congratulate the ambaflador 
on his arrival, and brought fome horfes,.on 
which he and his retinue were to make 
their entry. The furniture of the horfes 
was very fimple, and far inferior to the, 
coftly trappings of the Perfians. 

My lodgings in this village happened to 
be at a cook’s houfe, which gave me an 

oppor- 
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opportunity of obferving the-ingenuity of 
‘thefe’ people, even on trifling ogcafions. 
My landlord being in his hop, | paid him 
a vifit, where I found fix kettles, placéd in 
a row on furnaces, having afeparate open- 
ing under each of them, for receiving the 
fewel, which confifted of a few fmall fticks - 
and ftraw. On his pulling a thong, he 
blew a pair of bellows, which made all his 
kettles boil in a very thorttime. They are 
indeed very thin, and made of caft iron, 
being extremely fmooth, both within and 
-without: “he {carcity-of fewel, near-fuch = 
a populous city, prompts people to con- 
trive the eafieft methods of dreffing their 
victuals, and keeping themfelves warm du- 
ring the winter, which is fevere for two 
months, 

About ten of the clock, we mounted, 
_and proceeded towards the city, in the fol- 
lowing order = 
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An officer, with his {word drawn. 
Three foldiers. 

One kettle-drummer. 
Twenty-foufoldiers, three in rank, 
The fteward. 

Twelve footmen. 

Two pages. 

Three interpreters. 

The ambaffador, and a mandarin of di- 
flinction. 

Two fecretaries, 

Six gentlemen, two’ and two. 
Servants and attendants. 


The whole retinue was drefled in their 
beft apparel. The foldiers in uniform, 
carrying their mufkets like horfemen ftand- 
ing centry ; drawn {words being refufed by 
our conductor, the officer only had that 
privilege. 

We travelled from the village, along a _ 
fine road, through a cloud of duft, and 
multitudes of {peétators ; and, in two - 
hours, entared the city at the great north 


gate ; 
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gate ; which opened into a fpacious ftreet, 
perfedly ftraight, as far as the eye-fight 
could reach, We found it all fprinkled 
with water, which was very refrethigg, 
after the duft we had paffed through, 
A guard of five hundred Chinefe horfe- 
men was appointed to clear the way ; not- 
withftanding which, we found it very dif- 
ficult to get through the crowd. One 
would have imagined all the people in Pe- 
kin were affembled to fee us 3; though I was 
informed that only a {mall part of the in- 

habitants of the city were prefent, ‘I ob 
ferved alfo great crowds of women unveil- 
ed; but they kept in the windows, doors, 
and in corners of the ftreet. The foldiers 
did not behave with roughnefs to the peo- 
ple, as in fome other places of the eaft, but 
treated them with great mildnefs and hu- 
manity. Indeed the people, of themfelves, 
made as-‘much way as was poflible for 
them, confidering their numbers. After a 
march of two hours, from the gate where 
we entered, we at laft came to our lodgings,’ 
in 
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in that part of the city called the Tartar’s 
town, which is near the center of Pekin, 
and not far from the Emperor's palace. 
We lodged in what is called the Ruffia- 
houfe. It was allotted, by the prefent Em- 
peror, for the accommodation-of the cara- 
vans from Mofcovy, and is furrounded 
with a high wall of brick, which inclofes 
three courts. The firft from the ftreet is 
appointed for the guard of Chinefe foldiers. 
The fecond is a ipacious fquare, on the 
fides whereof arc apartments for fervants. 
The third is divided from the fecond by a 
“high-brick-wall, thro’ which you enter by a 
great gate. Oppolite to this gate is the 
great hall, which rifes.a few fteps above the 
level of the court. The floor is neatly 
paved with white and black marble ; and, 
on the fame floor, to the right and left of 
the hall, are two fmall bed-chambers. This 
hall was occupied by the ambaffador. Ip 
the fame court are two large houfes, divi- 
ded into apartments, in which the retinue 
was lodged, All thefe flruures are but of 


~ one 
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one ftorey, with large windows of lettice- 
work, on-which is pafted white paper. The 
cielings are very flight and airy, confifting 
only of ftrong laths, with reeds laid atcofs 
them, and done over on the ad 
paper. The roofs project confiderably o- : 
ver the wails, and are covered with fine 
light glazed tiles, which, as far as I could 
learn, are of a quality to laft ages. The 
bed-chambers only of the hall are neatly 
‘finifhed with lath and plaifter, : 
’ The fame evening, the matter of the ce- 
semonies came ,to compliment the ambaf- 
fador. He, in the Emperor's name, inqui- 
red into the chief fubje& of his commif- 
fion; and, having received agfatisfactory 
anf{wer, retired. 

This gentleman, named Aloy, was by 
birth a Mongall Tartar, and a great favou- 
rite of the Emperor. He was a perfon of 
great politenefs, and a good friend to the 
Chriftians, efpecially the miffionaties, who 
received frefh marks of his kindnefs every 
day. In his youth he converfed much with 

the 
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